
P R O C L A M A T l O N  OF T H E  M E S S I A H  6:12,13 

hood (10:11-14). The finality of His sacrifice establishes die new 
covenant: as final in that it brings absolute remission of sin (lO:lS-18). 

In verse twelve Jehovah says concerning Joshua as symbolic of the 
Branch wliar Pilate would one day say concerning the Bsanch Himself, 
“Behold the man.” (cp. ]oh12 19:5) As Joshua now stood with the 
mitre of the high priest capped by the crown of the king, so Jesus 
would stand offering Himself as the high priestly sacrifice and crowned 
with a crown of thorns. And above the head of this high priest as He 
offered Himself in sacrifice for His people, Pilate would write, “Behold 
the King of the Jews.” 

Joshua’s coronation could not be more than symbolic, since he 
could never be king, not being of David’s lineage. The temple which 
Joshua would build, wwld be also symbolic of the trrue temple to be 
built by the Christ. 

Actually Joshua did not build the second temple. It was built 
under the direction of Zerubbabel, who governed Judah by appointment 
of Darius. This is one of the textual problems of Zechmiczh 6:9:1S, It 
has been suggested that the name Zerubbabel actually appeared in the 
original rather than Joshua. This seems unlikely since the term Branch 
applied here is previously applied to Joshua. (cp. Zechaw‘ah 3 . 9 )  

It seems more likely that the prophet here credits Joshua with 
building the temple in order to carry forward the symbolic merger of 
the two offices of king and priest. In fact Judah, at this time, had no 
king. The civil authority resided in Zerub’babel and that by Persian 
appointment 

(Verse 13) When the true Branch came, of whom Joshua was 
only a symbol, He would build the true temple, of which the present 
temple would only be a symbol. (cp. E9hesialzs 2:19-22 and He&ews 

Further, The Bratnch shall bear the glory. The Hebrew had, here 
rendered “glory,” means literally “honor, beauty, majesty.” Hebrews 1;3 
will say He is the effulgence (or brightness) of God’s glory. Certainly 
this could only be said symbolically of Joshua. 

The prophet makes three additional assertions concerning The 
Branch. He shall sit and rule upon His throne, He shall be a priest upon 
His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between. them, ;e, between 
His functions as King and priest, 

Men have died, the Christ has been crucified, denominations have 
been farmed and countless souls have been lost eternally over the 
seeming inability of men to agree as to what is meant by the Christ 
sitting on a throne md  rding. 
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6: 13-15 Z E C H A R I A H  

Had Jesus been willing to yield to the pressures of first century 
Jewry a n d  lead an armed revolt for the purpose of establishing Himself 
upon a materialistic throne to rule an learthly kingdom, those who 
forced His crucifixion would have been among His most ardent sup- 
porters. He refused this kind of throne. He asserted His kingdom was 
not of this world. Yet thousands of His followers today insist that 
when He returns, He will do precisely what He refused to do in the 
first century. 

Those who do nor accept this materialistic view of Christ’s reign 
are called everything from liberal to spiritualizers. It is assumed that to  
take the Bible literally is to take it materialistically. 

And so the argument over Christ’s kingly rule goes on. Surely, 
whatever the truth is, it is not to be found in such vindictiveness! 

Of one t h h g  we may be certain in this verse. It could not be 
said of Joshua that he would sit and rule upon his throne. ’Historically 
this simply is nor true. The statement applies to Him of whom Joshua 
was merely a “sip.” (3:8) 

Zechariah fulrther informs us that He shall sit as a priest on His 
throne. Here is the ultimate statement of the merger of the kingly and 
priestly offices in the Christ. In no other way did a high priest ever 
sit upon a throne in Israel. 

And lastly, the counsel of peace shall be between these two 
Messiasnic functions. The co-working of civil and spiritual authority are 
never in colnflict with one another. The majesty of the King never 
overshadows the self-effacing self-sacrifice of the priest. Nor does the 
loving compassion ever over-rule the just judgements and ultimate 
authority of the King. 

The Jews would have had Jesus as King to rule over them and 
subjugate the Gentiles, but they could not accept His priestly offering 
of Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of His people. 

The modern American Protestant is willing for Him to be the 
merciful and compassionate self. effacing priest but is not willing to 
accept His Kingly authority. 

(Verse 14) The crowns, following the symbolic ccronation of 
Joshua were to be kept in the temple as a memorial to those who had 
provided the gold and silver from which they were made. 

(Verse 15) Here, in conjunction with the symbolic merging of rhe 
King and high priest, is a very important statement of the nature of 
the Messianic Temple. It is to lye built not just by the Jews but by 
“ t h e  that are afar off.” Here is a term pregnant indeed with Messianic 
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P R O C L A M A T I O N  O F  T H E  M B S S I A H  6: 15 

At the preaching of the Gospel on the fkst Pentecost, Peter assured 
his listeners that the promise was not alone to them, wb were all 
Jews, but to “roll thot are GfU7 off, eves ar m ~ z y  as the Lord O W  God 
shall call anto Himself? 

In Efhesians 2:17 Paul informs us that Christ Jesus came and 
‘preached peace t o  khem that were a f ~  off,” as well as “to them that 
were nigh.” This the apostle sees, as did Zechariah, as included in the 
building of the real temple for, “So then ye (Gentiles) are no more 
strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the 
wpostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the chief cornerstone: 
in whom each several building, fitly framed together groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded together for a 
habitation of God in the Spirit.” 

Please note, the ultimate temple, built by the King-priest and those 
who are afar off is a habitation for God in the Spirit. 

Zechariah, chapter six, closes with another recurrance of the theme 
stated in 1:3. All that has been here promised is conditicnal. The 
remnant must do what their fathers seldom had done, namely diligently 
obey the voice of Jehovah God. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5 .  

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

Chapter XXXV-Questions 

The Proclamation of the Messiah 
The eight visions deal with the removal of obstacles ,to 
Messiah‘s coming. The presenr “word of Jehovah“ deals with 

Rather than a vision in 6:9-15, Zechariah receives- _. 
Who were the donors of the gold and silver for the crowns? 
The gold and silver may have been a gift from_____-. 
In the coronation-.--------became, symbolically, the Mes- 
siah. 
Discuss “The Branch’ in 9:12 in (relationship to the same term 
in 3:8-9, 
Isaiah establishes “The Branch” as -. 
Jeremiah predicts The Branch in what terms? 

What does Joshua’s coronation symbolize? 
When the true Branch came He would build the true-. 
How will The Branch “bear the glory?” 

Israel perfected is-- _-- -Israel. 
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7: 1-3 Z E C H A R I A H  _. 

13. What three additional assertion does Zechariah make con- 
cerning The Branch? 

14. How could Jesus have won the allegiance of those who 
brought about His crucifixian? 

15. Distinguish between taking the Bible “literally,” and taking it 
“materialistically.” 

16. Show how the counsel of peace is between the kingly and 
priestly functions of the Messiah. 

17. What was to be done with the two crowns following Joshua’s 
corona tion? 

18. Discuss “Those that are afar off.” (v. 15) imn connection with 
Acts 2:39 and Ephesims 2:17. 

19. The ultimate temple built by our King-Priest is a habitation 
for God 

20. What recurrs another time in the close of this section? 

______I----- 

. ,  

CHAPTER XXXVI 

TEACHING ABOUT WORSHIP 
Chapter seven has been called “A Cdl to  C&c Duty.” We cannot 

subscribe to this summary of the prophetic message contained in this 
chapter, but we mention it to underscore a truth which shines through 
bath chapters seven and eight, namely that outward formal religious 
observances unrelated to present life are an affront to God. His promises 
axe to those whose relationship to Him makes a real difference. in their 
relationship to their fellowmen. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT FASTING . . . Zechariah 7:l-3 
RV . . . And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that 
the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the 
ninth month, even in Chislev. Now they of Beth-el had sent Sharezer 
and Regem-melech, and their men, to entreat the favor of Jehovah, and 
to speak unto the priests of the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the 
prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, sepacating myself, 
as I have done these many years? 

LXX . . . And it came to pass in the fourth year of Darius the king, 
that the word of the Lord came to Zacharias on the fourth day of the 
ninth month, which is Chaseleu. And Sarasar and Arbeseer the king and 
his men sent to Baethel, and that to pxopitiate the Lord, speaking to 
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T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  W O R S H I P  7: 1-3 
to the priests that were in the house of the Lord Almighty, and to the 
prophets, saying, The holy offering has come in hither in the fifth 
month, as it has done already many years. 

COMMENTS 
On December 4, 518 B.C., just over two years after the beginning 

of Zechariah‘s prophetic ministry, the Jews who lived in Beth-el sent 
two envoys, Sharezer and Regem-melech, to inquire of the priests of 
Jehovah concerning the continuation of the fasts which for seventy years 
had commemorated the destruction of Jerusaltem and the temple. 

Beth-el is located east of an imaginary line running north from 
Jerusalem to Nablus. 

Beth-el‘s ruins were discovered by Robinson and are now identified 
with the village of Betin. Formerly inhabited by Canaanite kings, it 
became home to a number of Jews following the captivity. In 
Zechariah’s day, as in the time of the pre-exilic divided kingdom, 
Beth-el lay just south of the border that divided Judea and Israel. In 
New Testament days the boundary between Judea and Samaria ran 
south of the village. This has led some to the erroneous conclusion 
that Zechariah’s visitors were Samaritans, while in point of fact they 
were Jews returned from Babylon. They had settled in the northern- 
most part of what was originally the land of Benjamin atnd they had 
come to Jerusalem for instruction concerning the requicemencs ’of wor- 
ship on the part of the returnees. 

(Verse 3) The question asked is, “Shodd  I weep in. the fifth 
month, separating nzyself as I have these so numy yem?” The concern 
is for the facts which related to the captivity. 

In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which marked 
the nineteenth anniversary of Nebuchadnezzar’s ascending the thane 
of Babylon, he sent his servant to Jerusalem to burn the temple and 
main buildings of the city. 

In the seventh month, apparently of the same year, a member of 
the Babylonian royal family had assassinated the Jewish governor, 
Gedaliah, of Judah, and the Jews who were with him. 

In memory of those two tragic events the Jews had fasred twice a 
year on the days marking their occurance. I t  had been a burdensome 
experience for a people in captivity. The people of Beth-el now want 
to know if it is required to continue the practice. 
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THE FIRST ANSWERING STATEMENT . , . Zechariah 7:4-7 
RV . . . Then came the word of Jehovah of hosts unto me, saying, 
Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When 
ye fasted and mourned jn the fifth and in the seventh month, even 
these seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? And when 
ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? Should ye not hew 
the words which Jehovah cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem 
was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, 
and the South and the lowland were inhabited! 

LXX . . . And the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, 
Speak to the whole people of the land, and to the priests, saying, 
Though ye fasted or lamented in the fifth or seventh months (yea, be- 
hold, these seventy years) have ye at all fasted to me? And if ye eat 
or drink, do ye not eat and drink for yourselves? Are not these words 
which the Lord spoke by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was in- 
habited and in prosperity, and her cities round about her, and the hill 
country and the low country was inhabited? 

COMMENTS 
(Verses 4-7) Zechariah‘s answer to the question from Beth-el is 

made in six statements. Each statement is intrduced with exact state- 
ments which indicate the prophet’s words were actually those of Jehovah. 

The fhs t  of these statements begins with 7:4 and continues through 
7:7. The second begins with 7:8 and concludes the chaprer. The third 
begins at 8:l and tuns through 8:7. The fog& statement begins with 
8:9 and continues through 8:13. The f i f th statement begins at 8:14 
and ends with 8:17. The sixth and final statement in answer to the 
question from Beth-el begjns with 8:18 and closes the chapter. It also 
forms the final paragraph of the first section of Zechariah’s writing. 

Jehovah’s f&st answering statement (7:4-7) begins by reminding 
the questioners that the fasts in question had not been instituted by 
any divine directive. The reminder is in the form of thee questions. 
“Did ye ut dl fmt ultto me, euelt ultto me?” “And when ye eat and 
when ye h h ,  do Got ye eat for yozlrselves, and &ink for yozlrselves?” 

To paraphrase these first two questions we might say “Whelt you 
began fasthg in memory of the destructiorz and dedh, did-yoa c6Jk me?” 

The dwious conclusion is stated in the third question, “Shozcld ye 
not hear (more accutateIy have heard) the words which Jehoud cried 
by the former profbets . . . ?” It would have been better for them 
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T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  W O R S H I P  7:7-14 

to have heard and heeded the former prophets than to have invented 
fasts for themselves with no divine directive. 

The former prophets were those who had preached in  the times 
before the captivity. The practice of what they taught would have been 
the appropriate response to the captivity rather than self-appointed fasts 
af mourning. Rather than mourn over what God had brought upon 
them, they should have corrected the circumstances which caused Him 
to punish them, 

THE SECOND ANSWERING STATEMENT . . . Zechariah 7:8-14 
RV . . . And the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah, saying, Thus 
hath Jehovah of hosts spoken, saying, Execute true judgem'ent, and 
show kindness and compassion every man to his bother; and oppress 
not the widow, nor the fatherless, the sojourner, nor the p r ;  and let 
none of you devise evil against his brother in your heart. But they 
refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their 
ears, that they might not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an 
adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which 
Jehovah of hosts had sent by his Spirit by the former prophets: there- 
fore there came great wrath from Jehovah of hosts. And it is come 
to pass that, as he cried, and they would not hear, so they shall cry, 
and I will not hear, said dehovah of hosts; but I will scatter them with 
a whirlwind among all the naticms which they have not known. Thus 
the land was desolate after them, so that no man passed through nor 
aeturned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate. 

LXX . . . And the word of the Lord came to Zacharias, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord Almighty; Judge righteous judgement, and deal mercifully 
and compassionately every one with his brother: and oppress not the 
widow, or the fatherless, or the stranger, or the poor; and let not one 
of you remember in his heart the injury of his brother. But they re- 
fused to attend, and madly turned their back, and made their ears heavy, 
so that they should not hear. And they made their heart disobedient, 
so as not to hearken to my law, and the words which the Lord Almighty 
sent forth by his Spirit by the former prophets: so there was great 
wrath from the Lord Almighty. And it shall come to pass, that as he 
spoke, and they hearkened not, so they shall cry, and I will not hearken, 
saith the Lordt.Almighty. And I wi!l cast them out among all the na- 
tions, whom they know not; and the land behind them shall be made 
utterly destitute of any going through or returning: yea they have made 
the choice land a desolation. 
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COMMENTS 
The second answering statement to the questioners from Beth-el is 

a summary of what was taught by the former prophets. .<’(It would be 
helpful here to review at least one of the pre-exilic pophets, possibly 
Micah.) 

(Verses 8-10) The demands of God which, if heeded, would have 
averted the necessity of the Babylonian exile can by no means be called 
unreasonable. He asked that the courts execute “ m e  judgement.” Yet, 
as we saw in OUK study of Micah, the courts were in the hands of evil 
men who used them for their own gain in extorting land and money 
from the poor and the defenseless. 

It seems, looking back across centuries at the iniquities of the 
courts of anothet people, that justice for all would have been a marter 
of simple decency. Yet one cannot but wonder a t  our own judicial 
system. Heavy charges have been alleged against ow courts to the 
effect that justice in America is a rich man’s commodity. If this be 
so,,we may be assured that the God Who executes judgement over all 
nations will not aIlow it to go unnoticed. This is the sort of thing 
that destroys nations. Whatever else we learn from the captivity of 
the Jews by Babylon, this is obvious. 

. The questioners are further reminded that God had, through the 
former prophets, commanded their fathers to “show Ridness a.nd com- 
pushon, every m m  t o  his brother; ar;d @press Bot the widow, nor the 
fatherla4 the sojozlrner, lzor the poor; and kt nofie devise evil agailzst 
his brother in. yozlr heart.” 

Again these things seem, when viewed objectively, the common 
customs of any civilized people, particularly a people who claim to be 
God‘s pwple. Yet, as we saw, Micah described in detail the cruel and 
often .,violent violation of each of these practices and he had warned 
their fathers of the consequences. 

As in the case of the other evils which brought about Judah‘s 
exile to Babylon, American culture today seems fairly riddled with 
such cruelty. Most any daily newspaper will supply ample illustrations 
of the truth of this charge. 

(Vases 11-14) In these verses Zechariah reviews the response of 
the pre-exilic nation to the warnings of the prophets, and the conse- 
quences of that response. They had hardened their hearts, tuned 
away and refused to listen. 

Therefore God‘s wrath had come, and the people had been driven 
from the land as chaff is driven before a whirlwind. It was part of 
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T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  W O R S H I P  7:1&8:8 
this wrath that had brought about the burning and death which they 
cornmemorated by their annual fasts of mowning. 

God’s first answer to the questions about fasting may be sum- 
marized like this: the fasts in question were not ordained of God. The 
events remembered in the fasts were part of God’s just punishment of 
the wickedness of the people. The people had not only deserved the 
punishment because of their evil ways, they deserved it doubly because 
they had refused to hear God’s prophets who were sent ‘to call them 
to repentance and to warn them of what would happen if they failed 
to repent. Therefore, those who mourned the just punishment of God 
upon their fathers had best leave off such meaningless ceremonies and 
themselves heed the teaching of thse former prophets. 

As James would have it “pure religion and undefiled before our 
God and father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their af- 
fliction, and to h e p  oneself unspotted from the warld.” ( J m e s  1:27) 

THE THIRD ANSWERING STATEMENT . . . Zechariah 8:l-8 
RV . . . And the word of Jehovah of hosts came to me, saying, Thus’ 
saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and 
I am jealous for her with great wrath. Thus saith Jehovah: I am re- 
turned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jeru- 
sakm shall be called The city of truth; and the mountain of Jehovah 
of hosts. The holy mountain. Thus sairh Jehovah of hosts: There 
shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, 
every man with his staff in his hand for every age. And the $trees of 
the city shall t>e full of boys and girls playing in the sweets thereof. 
Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If it be marvellous in the eyes of the 
remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvellous in 
mine eyes? saith Jehovah of hosts. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Be- 
hold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west 
country; and I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 
truth and in righteousness. 

LXX . . . And the word of the Lord Almighty came, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord Almighty; I have been jealous far Jerusalem and for 
Sion with great jealousy, and I have been jealous for her with great 
fury. Thus saith the Lord; I will return to Son, and dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a true city, and the 
mountain of the Lord Almighty a holy mountain. Thus saith the b r d  
Almighty; There shall yet dwell old men and old women in the streets 
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of Jerusalem, every one holding his staff in his hand for age. And 
the broad places of the city shall be filled with boys and girls phying 
in the streets thereof. Thus saith the Lord Almighty; If it shall be 
impossible in the sight of the remnant of this people’ In. those ‘days, 
shall it also be impossible in my sight? saith the Lord Almighty. Thus 
saith the Lord Almighty; Behold, I will save my people from the east 
country, and the west conntry; and I will bring them in, and cause 
them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be to me a 
people, and I will be to them a God, in truth and in righteousness. 

COMMENTS 
The third statement made by God through Zechariah to the ques- 

tioners from Beth-el is a statement of His love far His people and a 
desire that they be happy in the knowledge that He is with them in 
the land. Such a joyous relationship has no room for fasts, especially 
not for fasts of human origin. 

(Verses 1-2) This is not the only passage of Scripture in which 
God is said to be jealous. (cp. Exodzbs 205, 34:14, Dezlteronomy 4:24, 
5:9, 615,  Josbzld 24:19, Nabzlm 1:2) In every one of these passages, 
God’s jealousy is set against the background either of the covenant or 
the violation of the covenant in the worship of false gods. 

Zechariah’s statement of Jehovah‘s jealousy is likewise in the can- 
text of the covenant. It is Zion Over which He is jealous. It is the 
restored kemnant who marvel at the joys of His return to Jerusalem 
(v. 6).  It is Jehovah of hosts who speaks (u. 4). The mountain 
(Zion) of Jehovah is the holy mountain. These are covenant terms. 

God‘s jealousy is the jealousy of a righteous husband for His bride. 
10 more than one passage in the pre-exilic prophets, Israel is presented 
as Jehovah’s bride. (eg. Isaid 49:18, 61:10, 62:5, Jeremiah 2:32, 7:34, 
16:9, 25:10, 33:ll , Joel 2:16). 

(eg. John 329, 
Revelation 18:23, 21:2,9, 22:17) Israel, as presented in the New 
Testament, is the covenant people consisting of all who by obedient 
faith ace God’s people. 

In both the Old and New Testaments, idolatry in particular and 
false worship in general are called harlotry or spiritual addtry. In turn- 
ing from God to the worship of false gods, Israel played the role of 
the unfaithful wife. This, as we have previously seen, was the ultimate 
cause of the evil in the pe-exilk kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and 
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T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  W O R S H I P  8: 3-8 
so the ultimate reason far the destruction of Israel and the captivity 
of Judah. 

(Verses 3-5) Now the punishment of the faithless bride by hex 
jealous husband is over. He has returned her to the homeland. In 
building the temple she has at last returned in her heart to Him. He 
will therefore return to live in the house Israel has built for Him. 
The twin hills, Zion and Moriah upon which Jerusalem and the temple 
sit aire to be known as the holy mountain. 

&a1 in mind, that which is holy is that which is set apart to the 
accomplishment of God’s purpose. The ultimate fulfillment of God‘s 
covenant promise would come when, on this very mountain, God‘s 
message of repentance and remission of sins began its call to all the 
nations of rhe earth. (cp. LgKe 24:44-ff,  Acds, c h 4 t e r  2) 

The happiness of the restored people in their land with their Gd 
is pictured by the prophet imn figures of happy homelife. Old men 
and old women sit in the streets. Those who, because of age must 
lean upon a staff, go about the city. The streets are full of chilcLren 
a t  play. It is a picture of happy contented safety on the part of those 
who trust and obey the Lord and who thereby are aware of His pres- 
ence in their midst. Long life and many children was, among the Jews, 
the epitome of the “good life.” 

(Verse 6) The remnant, having returned to a desolate forsaken 
land with its buildings all in ruins, would look with amazement upon 
the restoration. 

“Should it also be,” Jehovah asks rhetorically, “maruellws h mine 
eyes?” Those who had failed to heed his warnings before the cap- 
tivity, had also failed to hear His promises of deliverance. Therefore 
they were astounded that it should come so completely to pass. But 
to Jehovah, Who from the beginning had planned it so, it was no cause 
for marvel at all. 

(Verses 7-8) The joy of the returnees, and their amazement at 
what God has wrought through them blends quite normally into a 
glimpse of the final fulfillment in Messianic Israel. In that day, Je- 
hovah will save His people, not only from Babylon and from among 
the Jews. The 
presence of God among them will not be symbolic, as in the temple, 
but in truth and righteousness. Jesus saw this in His own coming. 
At the Samaritan well He said that the hour was now that true worship 
would be in spirit and truth rather than in the temple made with 
hands. (cf. John 4:23-24) 

His people will come from the east and the west. 
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THE FOURTH STATEMENT . . , Zechariah 89-13 
RV . . . Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Let your hands be swong, ye 
that hear in these days these words from the mouth of the 
that were in the day that the foundation of the house of 
hosts was laid, even the temple, that it might be built. For before 
those days there was no hire for man, nor any hire far beast; neirher 
was there any peace to him that went out or came in, because of the 
adversary: for I set all men every one against his neighbor. But now 
I will not be unto the remnant of this people as in. the farmer days, 
saith Jehovah of hosts. For there shall be the seed of peace; the vim 
shall give its fruit, and the ground shall give its increase, and the 
heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this 
people to inherit all these things. And it shall come to pass rhat, as 
ye were a cmse among the nations, 0 house of Judah and house of 
Israel, so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing. Fear not, but let 
your hands be strong. 

LXX . . . Thus saith the Lord Almighty; Let your hands be strong, 
ye that hear in these days these wards out of the mouth of the proph- 
ets, from the day that the house of the Lord Almighty was founded, 
and from the time that the temple was built. For before those days 
the wages of men could not be profitable, and there could be no hire 
of cattle, and there could be no peace by reason of the affliction to 
him that went out or to him rhat came ifn: for I would have let loose 
all men, every one against his neighbour. But now I will not do to 
the remnant of this people accolrding to the forma days, saith the Lord 
Almighty. But I will shew peace: the vine shall yield her fruit, and 
the land shall yield her produce, and the heaven shall give its dew: 
and I will give as an inheritance all these things to the remnant of my 
people. And it shall come to pass, as ye were a curse among the na- 
tions, 0 house of Juda, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing: be of good courage, and strengthen your hands. 

COMMENTS 
(Verses 9-10> Before the blessed state described in the third state- 

ment can become reality the people must get to work with their hands 
and build the temple. There will be little prosperity in the land until 
this is accomplished. Their labour will be all in vain and they will be 
constantly at odds with one another until they have finished the task 
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the Lord, through His prophets, has set before them. (cp. Hctggui I: 

(Verses 11-12) Once the temple has been rebuilt the promised 
blessed conditions will be forthcoming. God‘s relationship to the re- 
stored (remnant will then different than it is now in their hesitancy 
to rebuild, different than it has been during the centuries of their re- 
bellion and punishment. Rather than chastisement, He will heap upon 
them the blessings of the land. 

(Verse 13) Again the ecstacy of blessing blends forward into a 
Messianic prediction. Israel, who have been a curse among the nations 
shall be saved and become a blessing. 

Here, i n  capsule form, is a statement of God’s covenant purpose in 
the Jewish people, The term “house of Judah” is that from which we 
derive rhe term Jew. The term Israel is the term which stresses the 
covenant relationship of the Jews to Jehovah. 

The remnant of the Jewish race has returned to the land promised 
by God in the establishment of the covenant, As the remainder of the 
race they have been saved (or will be upon completion of the temple). 

The remnant was also the remainder of the covenant people. AS 
such they would be saved in a much greater way with ‘the coming of 
the Messiah. At that point they would be a blessing. 

Here, at the beginning of their restored national life, is the same 
covenant terminology which has marked every other beginning in the 
history of this people. In the call of Abraham, when the covenant was 
voiced for the first time, God had madfe the promise to him io words 
identical to these (Gemsis 12;2). In the same statement, God had 
made it dear to Abraham that the blessing was intended for the whole 
human race. (Gemsis 123)  

In the soliloquy recorded in Genesis 18:17-ff, God reaffirms this 
covenant purpose in very similar language. ( q ) .  18) 

To Isaac God spoke similarly, as the covenant passed from the first 
to rhe second generation. (Gewsis 264) 

When the covenant was reaffirmed to Jacob, the language was the 
same. (Genesis 28:14) 

It was this promise that God remembered when He was about to 
lead Jacob’s progeny out af Egypt. (Exodns 2:24) The progeny ac- 
cepted this covenant as the conditian upon which they would become 
a peculiar treasure to Jehovah, and a nation of priests. (Exodm 19:5-6) 

Now the remnant, upon taking up residence in the land once 
more, once more becoming a nation of priests in the restored temple, 
ape reminded very pointedly that the reason for their existence has to 

6-11) 
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do with their relationship to God’s purpose in all the nations of the 
earth. 

They had, h time past, become a curse rather than a blessing 
upon the nations. They had assumed they were special before God 
merely for their own sakes, and so believed the rest of the world in- 
ferior. They had proved unfaithful to God themselves and so thwarted 
the fulfillmeapf His p u r p  to bless all nations through them. 

Consequently, ten of the twelve tribes had been wiped out and 
the remaining people led captive. 
* Now, renutned from exile and re-established with the symbolic 
ptesence of Jehovah in their midst they are not to forget why He has 
spent all these patient centuries with them. The pmpse for which 
they had been called into being in the beginning is exactly the purpose 
of their present restoration. 

Therefore, because God has more at stake in their work than do 
they, they are once more called upon to “fear Izot, bzlt let yowv hands 
be sttmzg.” To understand God‘s purpose in building is to fearlessly 
build in the swength of the Lord. 

____-__ 

THE FIFTH STATEMENT . . . Zechariah 8:14-17 
RV . . . For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: As I thought to do evil unto 
you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith Jehovah of hosts, 
and I repented not; so again have I thougbt in these days to do good 
unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: $ear ye not. These are the 
things that ye shall do: Speak ye every man the truth with his neigh- 
bor; execute the judgement of truth and peace in your gates; and let 
none of you devise evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love 
no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith Jehovah. 

LXX . . . For thus saith the Lord Almighty; As I taok counsel to af- 
flict you when your fathers provoked me, saith the Lord Almighty, and 
I repented not: so have I prepared and taken counsel in these days to 
do good to Jerusalem and to the house af Juda: be ye of good courage. 
These are the things which ye shall do; speak truth every one with his 
neighbow; judge ,truth and peaceable judgement in your gates: and let 
none of you devise evil in his heart against his neighbow; and love not 
a false oath: for all these things I hate, saith the Lord Almighty. 

COMMENTS 
(Verses 14-15) The fifth statement is, in effect, a brief reaffirma- 

The fathers, ie. those who lived on the other side tion of the first. 
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of the exile, had provoked Jehovah's wrath. He had determined to 
punish them and would not be disuaded. 

Now He is equally determined to "start all over again" with the 
remnant, Just as originally He had intended a blessed and peaceful 
relationship with Israel in the land of promise while leading them 
toward the fulfillment of His purpose, so now in the restordon it is 
His desire to bless the remnant toward the same end. 

(Verses 15(c)-17) For this reason they are not to live in fear. 
God's wrath is neither petulant nor aibitraxy. So long as they are faith- 
ful and live as He desires they have no reason to fear it. 

There can be no doubt as to what will please Him. They must, 
as the former prophets had entreated their fathers, be honest with each 
other. They must be just in their judicial proceedings. They must 
not scheme to take advantage of the weak and poor. They must not 
go to court with false mths to accomplish selfish purposes. 

The reason is plain. He hates all these thiings. A righteous God 
could scarcely do otherwise. 

THE SIXTH STATEMENT . . . Zechariah 8:18-23 
RV . . . And the word of Jehovah of hosts came unto me, saying, f i u s  
saith Jehovah of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of 
the fifth, and 'the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, s h d  
be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; there 
love truth and peace. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: It shall yet come 
to pass, that there shall come peoples, and the inhabitants of many 
cities; and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let 
us go speedily to entreat the favor of Jehovah, and go to seek Jehovah 
of hosts: I will go also. Yea, many peoples and strong nations shall 
come to seek Jehovah of hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor 
of Jehovah. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: In those days it shall come 
to pass, that 'ten men shall take hold, out of all the languages of the 
nations, they shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you. 

LXX . . , And the word of the Lord Almighty came to me, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord Almighty, The fourth fast, and the fifth fast, and 
the seventh fast, and the tenth fast, shall be to the house of Juda far 
joy aind gladness, and for good feasrs; and ye shall rejoice; and love ye 
the truth and peace. Thus saith the Lord Almighty; Yet shall many 
peoples come, and the inhabiftants of many cities; and the inhabitants 
of five cities shall come togethet to one city, saying, Let us go to make 
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supplication to the Lord, and to seek the face of rhe Lord AlmiBhty; 
I will go also. And many peoples 2nd many nations shall come to 
seek earnestly the face of the Lord Almighty in Jerusalem, and to ob- 
tain favour of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord Almighty; In those days 
my word shall be fulfilled if ten men of all the languages of the na- 
tions should take hold-even take hold of the hem of a Jew, saying, 
We will go with thee; far we have heard that God is wi'th you. 

COMMENTS 
The fhd statement in answer to the questianers from Beth-el is 

also the final entreaty of God to the people to build the temple. It 
begins with a promise of joy in 'the stead of fasting and closes with a 
Messianic promise that through His people all the people of earth will 
come to share His blessings. 

(Verses 18-19) The fasts occasioned, albeit without divine sanction, 
by the punishment of Judah through Babylon will give way to joy and 
gladness. The fast days themselves will become feast days. 

Jewish history provides an ironic footnote concerning these fasts 
which God promised would become feasts. The fast of the f m t h  
month observed cn the 17th of rhe Hebrew month of Tmmzlz, is now 
observed in connection with four incidents: (1) the building of the 

calf, (2) Moses' breaking of the tablets of the law, (3) the 
ceasation 9f daily sacrifices prior to the actual Babylonian conquest of 
Jerusalem and (4) the actual occupaticm of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. 

The fast of the fifth month, is held on the 9th day of Abh by 
modem Jewry, in connection with rhe destruction of Solomon's temple 
by Nebuchadnezzar and of the second temple on the same day of the 
year by Titus in 70 A.D. Connected with the modern observance of this 
fast also is the memory of the day God turned the Israelites back from 
entering the promised land a year and a half after they left Egypt, and 
the capture of the city of Bether by Hadrian c. 135 A.D. 

The fast of the seventh month, now observed on the third day 
of Ti.rbri remembers the murder of Gedaliah at Mizpah, just as during 
the captivity. 

The tenth month fast remembers, OD the tenth day of Tibheth, 
as it did in Babylon, the begifnning of the siege of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar . 

From this it would seem that the Jews have missed the joy of their 

kns 
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deliverance hom captivity, just as in rejecting Jesus they have missed 
the joy of their deliverance from sin. 

On i s  constrained to believe that Zechariah's picture of' joy in this 
passage, as others, is symbolic of the joy of salvation in Christ wther 
than of any joy on the part of those who seem forever blind to @he 
blessings of Jehovah. 

(Verses 20-2) The Messianic age will come. People of m y  
nations will join the faithful of Israel in rhe enjoyment of God's bless- 
ings, The passage is a perfect picture of what is happening as the 
influence of Ithe church, begianing in Jerusalem, has brought to th6 
world the Jehovah once known only to she Jews. 

These verses are very reminiscent of lsuiuh 2:-4, and of Joel 
2:28-ff. If by them we are to understand material piomises, then 
history fails to record their fulfillment, If, on the other hand, these 
verses, and other such prophetic passages are symbolic of the real 
blessings of Jehovah for His people in the Messianic age, we have but 
to count our blessings as Christians to know the real meaning of these 
verses. Personally, I believe the latter to be the intent of the passage. 

What God began in the Spilrit will not be perfected in Ithe flesh 
(cp. Gmkztiulzs 3:3). Gods purpose has always been to bless the peoples 
of the whole earth. When the temple is completed and the symbolic 
priesthood and sacrifices restored, the final balrrier to Messiah's coming 
will have been removed. When He comes, men from every nation under 
heaven will seek the God of Israel. The faithful remnant would become 
the nucleus of the Messiah's true Israel, and as they went everywhere 
from Jerusalem preaching the Gospel, men of every nation would NII 
to them for knowledge of the one true God. 

Chapter XXXVI-Questions 

Teaching About Worship 
1. Outward formal religious observances unrelated to present life 

are a n - t o  
2. God's promises are to those whose relationship to Him makes 

a real difference in 
3. On December 4, ---B.C. those who lived in Beth-el sent 

messengers to Jehovah with a question. 
4. What was that question? 
5. Where is Bethel? 
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6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 
28. 

2 9. 
30. 

Show that those who lived in Beth-el were not Samaritans 
but Jews. 
The fast on the seventh day of the fifth month marked the 
a n n i v e r s a r y  of 
The fast of the seventh Month remembered 
Zechariah‘s answer to the question from Beth-el was in 

Give the references for each of these statements. 
What was the first answer? 
Who were “the formex prophets?” 
What was the second answer? 
The questianers are fwrther reminded that God, through the 
former prophets, had commanded their fathers to “- 

The happiness of the restored people is presented in figures 

The joy and amazement of the returnees Mends quite normally 
into a glimpse of 
What is Zechariah‘s fourth answering statement? 
Again the ecstasy of blessing blends forward into 
prediction. 
At the beginning of their restored national life is the same 

terminology which had marked the be- 
ginning of 
The returned remnant is once more to be a nation of- 

How had the Jews become a curse u p n  the ‘nations rather 
than a blessing? 
Discuss the idea that “God has more at stake in this work 
than do they.” 
What was the fifth statement in answer to the questioners 
from Beth-el? 
How does it relate to the first statement? 
So; long as the people are and they have 
no reason to fear God‘s wrath. 
What was the sixth statement? 
This statement is also an entreaty to God‘s people to- 

statements. 

of happy 

31. It begins with a promise o f i n s t e a d  of 
and closes with a promise. , 
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Mdern  Jews observe the fast of the fourth month in catlr 
nection with_----, ? 

and 
The fast cd the fifrh month is held in connection with 

, a n d ,  It also remembers 
an- 

The fast of the seventh manth is now observed in remembei- 
ance of- 
The tenth month fast recalls 
What do you conclude from the fact that these fasts are 
still observed by the Jews? 
Verses 20-23 are a perfect picture of what is happening as 
the influence of the , beginning a t  
has brought the world the once known only to 
the Jews. 

32, 

33, 

34, 

35. 
36, 

37, 

The 

CHAPTER XXXVII 

PREFACE TO SECTION I1 
openirng verse of Zechariah, chapter nine, marks the beginning 

of the truly apocalyptic section of the prophet's work. AS has been 
previously indicated, the probable reason for the shift to this style of 
writing is to avoid a confrontation with the Medo-Persian authorities. 
We shall see that, in this last six chapters, Zechatiah makes predictions 
which, if written literally, would have brought the m a t h  of an other- 
wise benevolent Darius down upon Judah perhaps to her permanent de- 
struction. Daniel, written during the Babylonian captivity, and Revela- 
tion, written during the heat of R m a n  persecution are two further 
examples among others in the Bible of the use of apocalypsis in writing 
predictive prophecy for the purpose of protecting the readers. 

Because of the sudden shift in style of writing between this and 
the first section of the book, the form critics of the Bible have had a 
field day with Zechariah. Their attacks have centered largely upon the 

' 
I 

I date of writing and the identity of the author. 
I J t  is not within the scope of this work to answer these critics, 
I except to say that there is no solid evidence, either internal or external 

to deny its place as part of the message of Zechariah. The sudden 
change in style is brought about by the content of the predictions. 
The change in subject matter is occasioned by the fact that, unlike the 

1 
I 
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first eight chapters, this section is not written to motivate the people 
to build. It deals with that which is to come after the building of 
the temple. 

Having said this in defense of the second section of Zechariah, 
we must, for the sake of our own study, recognize that, in all pmba- 
bility, the second section of Zechariah was written mch later in the 
life of the prophet than the first section. There are in it no prob 
lems relating to the building of the temple The author does not 
use the first person singular, as he did in the first section, and most 
important, the historical viewpoint is entirely changed from the first 
part of the book. 

A brmd outline of the section will divide it into three major 
divisions: (1) the triumph of Zion through her Messiah (9:l-10:12), 
(2) the goad and foolish shepherds (1l:l-17) and (3) final events 
(chaprers 12-14). 

The third of these major divisions may be subdivided into (a) 
Judah's victory over the actackers and (b) the approaching Day of the 
Lord. 

The final section of Zechariah is easier to follow if one keeps 
in mind (1) the prophet is concerned primarily with the final consum- 
mation of God's dealing with the Jews ,a a race and nation and 
(2) in the foretelling of this he interrupts himself frequently to deal 
with historic events which will intervene between his own time and 
the end time. 

The coming of the Messiah must await the rebuilding of the 
temple, the invasion of the Greeks, and the Maccabean revolt. The 
final restoration of the Jewish nation must await the coming of the 
Goad Shepherd, His rejection. by the Jews, and the consequent' dis- 
solution of the covenasnt relationship with the Jews as a race. This 
will be followed by a break up of the nation and its dispersion 
throughout the world. Only then will the nation be re-establish&, and 
wail at the sight of Him Whom they have pierced and become the 
instrument of esrablishing the universal reign of Jehovah. 

W e  must digress here to call attention again to Zechariah's in- 
fluence on the New Testament. Most of this influence comes from 
the second section of the book. 

In the first section we saw the *recurrent references to the Branch. 
These are not directly quoted in the New Testament, but the concept 
of the Messiah as priest and King expressed in this figure plays a 
prominen't role in the New Testament understanding of Jesus as Lord 
and Christ. 

322 



P R E F A C E  TO S E C T I O N  I 1  

The emphasis which we find in tlihe second section of Zechariah 
ate directly quoted in the New Testament as applying specifically to 
the events and the person of Jesus. The king riding on the ass (Zech- 
A h  9:y) is seen as fulfilled literally in Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (cf. Matkhew 21:4-ff, John 12:15). 

The betrayal of Jesus by Judas for 'thirty pieces of silver is seen 
as the fulfillment of Zechariah 11:12-f. (cp. Matthew 26:1S, 27:Y-ff) 

When the Jews who insisted to Pilate that Jesus be executed 
looked upon the dying Savior, the Gospel writers saw it as the fulfill- 
ment of Zechariah 12:lO. 

The smitten shepherd of Zech&ah 13:7 is seen fulfilled in the 
crucifixion also. (cp. Matthew 26:31, Murk 14:27)  

Jesus is also seen as the King who reigns from sea to sea (Zech- 
a&& 9:lO) and the fountain for cl'wnsing (Zechariah 13 : l ) .  

Orher influences of Zechadiah on the New Testament include the 
prophet's insistence upon honesty of God's people one with another 
( Z e c h d h  8:16 cp. EpheJians 4:25), as well as some of John's word 
pictures in Revelation, as for example the four horsemen (Zechcwhh 
61-8  cp. Reuelation 6 : 2 - f f ) ,  the two olive trees (Zecha&ah 4:3-ff  cp. 
Reuekiolz 11:4), and the lampstand and seven eyes (Zechmriah 4:2-10 
cp. Revelation 1 :I 2-f) I 

(cp. John 1 9 3 7 ,  Revelation 1:7) 

Chapter XXXVII-Questions 

Preface t o  Section I1 
1. The opening verse of chapter nine marks the beginning of the 

2. What is thie probable reason for the shift to this style? 
3. How have the critics attacked Zechariah at this point? 
4. Suggest some answers to this criticism. 
5. When was Zechariah 9-14 written icn relationship to the opening 

chapters? 
6. Give a brief outline of Zechatiah, chapters 9-14. 
7. The first half of the final section of Zechariah is concedned with 

truly section of the prophetic work of Zechariah. 

8. ?he final half of rhis section is concerned with 
9. Discuss Zechariah's influence on the New Testament. 

10. What @re other Biblical examples of apocalyptic writing? 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII 

THE TRIUMPH OF ZION 
THROUGH HER MESSIAH 

JUDGEMENT AGAINST ISRAEL'S ENEMIES . . . Zechariah 9:l-8 
RV . . . The burden of the word of Jehovah upon the land of Had- 
rach, and Damascus shall be its resting place (far the eye of man and 
of all the tribes of Israel is toward Jehovah); and Hamath, also, which 
bordereth thereon; Tyse and Sidon, because they are very wise. A d  
Tyre did build herself a stronghold, and heaped up silver as the dust, 
and fine gold as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lmd will dis- 
possess her, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be 
devoured with fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also, and 
shall be sore pained; and Ekion, for her expectation shall be put to 
shame; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not 
be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off 
the pride of the Philistines. And I will take away his b l d  out of 
his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth; and he also 
shall be a remnant for our God; and he shall be as a chieftain in Judah, 
and Ekron as a Jebusite. And I will encamp about my house against 
the army, that none pass through or return; and no oppressor shall 
pass thiough them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes. 

LXX . . . The burden of the word of the Lord in the land of Sedrach, 
and his sacrifice shall be in Damascus; for the Lord looks upon men, 
and upon all the tribes of Israel. And in Emath, even in her masts, ate 
Tyre and Sidon, because they were very wise. And Tyms built strong- 
holds for herself, and heaped up silver as dust, and gathered gold as 
the mire of the ways. And therefore the Lord will take them for a 
possession, and will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be con- 
sumed with fire. Ascalon shall see, and fear; Gaza also, end shall be 
greatly pained, and Accaron; for she is ashamed at her trespass; and 
the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ascalan shall not be inhabi'ted. 
And aliens shall dwell in Azotus, and I will bring down the pride of 
the Philistines. And I will take their blood out of rheir mouth, and 
their abominations from between their teeth; and these also shaU be 
left to our God, and they shall be as a captain of a thousand in Juda, 
and Accaran as a Jebusite. And I will set up a defence for my house, 
thar they may not pass through, nor turn back, neither shall there any 
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more come upon them one to drive them away: for now have I seen 
with mine eyes. 

COMMENTS 
The theme of chapter nine is struck in verse nine. It is the com- 

ing of the Messianic King (vs, 9-17). The judgement of God against 
Israel’s traditional enemies set forth in these opening verses are to be 
seen as preparation for that event. Not only God’s dealiag with these 
nations as the enemies of His people, but all his dealings in history 
prior to Messiah’s coming were in preparation for it. 

(Verse 1) The term “burdelz (more accurately “oracle”) of the 
word of Jehoua&” is reminiscent of Malachi. It is calculated ‘to place 
the stamp of divine origin on the second section of the book. The 
method of inspiration seems to differ from that of the first section 
in tha t  the prophet does not claim here to have seen a vision. Never- 
theless, what he is about to say is not a matter of his own subjective 
understanding of historic events. He i s  speaking from God as one 
moved by the Holy Spirit. 

The first part of this oracle is concerned with the land of Hadrach, 
and its focal point is Damascus. Hadrach is a 
symbolic name for Syria. The name itself was a little used one apply- 
ing to a region of Syria also called Bikathanen. It is the western in- 
terior part of the country surrounded by hills. Hadrach takes its name 
from this surrounding. 

‘The burden of Jehovah would focus on Damascus until that an- 
cient enemy of Israel was utterly brought co its knees. History re- 
cords the fulfillment of this prediction when Alexander the Great took 
the city, c. 344 B.C. It subsequently became Hellenized and is listed 
as the first of ten such cities which formed the Decapolis. 

The parenthetical statement by which Zechariah explains this must 
not be overlooked if one wmld begin to understand the hand of Psovi- 
dence in rhe ebb and flow of history. The English text is misleading 
when it states, “the eye of man and of all the tvibes of Mael b tow@d 
Jehoudh.” The margimnal rendering in the Standard Edition is more to 
the point, “JeQouah bath an eye e o n  men and @olz the tribes of Is- 
rael.” The point being that God’s covenant purpose to bless all the 
nations of the earth in Israel’s Seed is the all determining factor in 
every historic development, even the defeat of m e  pagan nation by 
another. 
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(Verses 2-4) In rapid succession Zechariah deals with the future 
of the otheu: enemies of Israel immediately adjacent to her. Tyre and 
Sidon were next in Alexander’s plan to conquest. Sidon, as Damascus, 
surrendered peaceably, but Tyre was subdued only after a siege. 

The city harbored a large squadron of mercenaries in the pay of 
the Persians. The resistance was so bitter that, when Tyre finally fell, 
Alexander departed from his usual policy of benevolence toward con- 
quered ci’ties and allowed his Macedonians to slaughter eight thousand 
Tyrians and sell thirty thousand into slavery. 

(Verse 5 )  Ashkelon, seeing the fate of Tyre, surrendered without 
resistance. Thus the ancient seaport of the Philistines became, in turn, 
a Greek city to plague Israel no more. 

Gaza, on the other hand, chose to resist the Macedonian canquerm. 
h a n t  records, “Gza fought till every man in the city was dead and 
every woman raped.” 

Ekron, the southernmost of the Philistine cities, had hoped in vain 
that Alexander would be stopped by Tyre in his march through Pales- 
tine to Egypt. The hope was turned to disappointment as the Mace- 
donian phalanx swept down the Mediterranean coast engulfing by either 
peaceful surrender or siege all who s t d  in its path. 

The king of Gaza comes in for special attention by the prophet, 
as well he might, considering what lay in store for him. When Gam 
fell, following a two month siege, and ten thousand of its inhabitants 
were killed while the rest were sold to the slave merchants who fol- 
lowed, the wake af Alexander’s armies, special treatment was waiting 
Betis, the Persian satrap. This puppet “king” found himself tied to 
Alexander’s chariot by two rhongs throub the soles of his feet and 
dragged through the city in one of the young conqueror’s characteristic 
fits of revenge against m e  who resisted his forward march. 

(The ren- 
dering “bastard’ here is misleading.) (The Septuagint is more accu- 
rate.) It is a clear prediction of the reign of the Greeks and Romans, 
beginning with Alexander. 

The pride of the Philistines has to do with the peculiar form of 
idolatry practiced in Philistia which included the drinking of the blood 
of sacrificed animals. Hence, when the Philistines are conquered by 
Alexander, Hellenized by the Ptolemaic dynasty of Egypt, and subse- 
quently converted to Jehovah,. the blood was taken “out of his mouth.” 

The law made the dlrinking of blood an abomination (cf. Gemsis 
9:4;-Leu&icas 7:26). When in Philistia “the $son of the stranger joined 
himself to the Lord” (Isaid 5 6 3 )  the abomination would be taken 

, (Verses 6-7) Ashdod shall be ruled by an alien race. 
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“from between his teeth,” and the Philistine also became parr of Je- 
hovah’s faithful remnant! Just as the Jebusites, the original inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem bad been incorporated into the people of Judah 
Ill Swnael 24:1G, etc.) in a subordinate position (I K h g s  9:20,21), 
so the Philistines, traditional enemies af Israel are to ultimately Ire 
assimilated as proselytes. 

(Verse 8) The prophet reassures his readers, who have worked 
to rebuild the temple, that when all this is taking place around them, 
they, and their work will be protected by the Lord. Histovy rtcords 
rhat Alexander’s conquest of Jerusalem was by invitation, He did not 
oppress them, but rather afforded them privileges. No Jew was in- 
jured. 

Again history vindicates prophecy. 

THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH KING . . . lxchariah 9:9-17 
RV . , . Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of 
Jerusalem; behodd, thy king cometh unto thee; he is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of 
an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse 
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off; and he s h d  speak 
peace unto the nations; and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and 
from the River to the ends of the earth. As far thee also, because of 
the blood of thy covenant I have set free thy prisoners from the pit 
wherein is no water, Tum you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of 
hape: even today do I declare that I will render double unto thee. 
For I have bent Judah for me, I have filled the bow with Ephraim; 
and I will stir up thy sons, 0 Zion, against the sons of Greece, and 
will make thee as the sword of a mighty man. And Jehovah shall Se 
seen over them; and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning; and the 
Lord Jehovah will blow the trumpet, and will go with whir1w;nds of 
the south. Jehovah of hosts will defend them; and they shall devour, 
and shall tread down the sling-stones; and they shall drink, and make 
a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, like the 
corners of the altar. And Jehovah their God will save them in that 
day as the flock of his people; for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown, lifted on high over his land. For how great is his goodness, 
and how great is his beauty! grain shall make the young men flourish, 
and new wine the virgins. 

LXX . . . Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Sioq prodaim it aloud, 0 
daughter of Jerusalem; behold, the King is coming to thee, just, and 
a Saviour; he is meek and tiding on an ass, m d  a young foal. And 
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he shall destroy the chariots out of Ephra,im, and the horse out of Jeru- 
salem, and the bow of war shall be utterly destroyed; and there shall 
be abundance and peace out of the nations; and he shall rule mer the 
waters as far as the sea, and the rivers to rhe ends of the earth. And 
thou by the blaod of thy covenant hast sent forth thy prisoners out of 
the pit that has no watw. Ye shall dwell in strongholds, ye prisoners 
of the congregation: and for one day of thy captivity I will recom- 
pense thee doulble. For I have bent thee, 0 Juda, for myself as a b, 
I haw filled Ephraim; and I will raise up thy children, 0 Sion, against 
the children of the Greeks, and I will handle thee as the sword of a 
warrior. And the Lord shall be over them, and his arrow shall go 
forth as lightning: and the Lord Almighty shall blow with the trumpet; 
and shall proceed with the tumult of his threarening. The Lord AI- 
mighty shall protect them, and overwhelm them with sling-stones; and 
they shall swallow them down as wine, and fill the bowls as the altar. 
And the Lord their God shall save them in that day, even his people 
as a flock; for holy stones are rolled upon his land. For if he has 
anything good, and if he has anything fair, the young men. shall have 
corn, and there shall be fragrant wine to the virgins. 

COMMENTS 
The predictions of this section find their immediate meaning in 

the Maccabean revolt and their ultimate fulfillment in the coming of 
Jesus. ?he victory of Judas Maccabee over Antiochus Epiphanes led 
the prophet quite naturally to exultation oyer Gods final victory 
through ‘the Messiah. 

For the sake of clarity we shall deal with the two aspects of this 
section separately, first as it applies to the Maccabean revolt, and after- 
ward as it appliles to the coming of Jesus Christ. 

In order to understand the prophecies concerning the Maccabean 
war with the Seleucid Emperor Antiochus IV, it is helpful to review 
the histo1.y of Hellenism in the neax east immediately following the 
death of Alexander ,the Great. 

After nine years in Asia, Alexander began to doubt the wisdom 
of Aristotle’s inscection to him to treat the “barbarians” as slaves. He 
found in the aristocratic elements of Persia a refinement seldom seen 
among the temperamend and warring Greeks. He doubted that his un- 
couth Macedonians could replace these Feessian nobles in successful 
administration of the conquered peoples of the orient. 
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He began to think of himself not as a Macedonian emperor ruling 
a conquered Persian empire but as a Graeco-Persian emperior ruling 
over Greeks and Persians as equals. 

Pursuant to this policy Alexander married a Bactrian princess and 
encouraged his officers to follow his example. He opened the Persian 
land to Greek colonists and gave large doweries to his soldiers who 
would marry middle eastern women. 

All this marked the beginning of the Hellenization of that part 
of the world which included the holy land and which was vital to the 
development of events in the Seleucid empire following the dearth of 
Alexander. 

Another falctor in Alexander’s reign was to greatly influence the 
subsequent history of the holy land. He did not choose a successor. 
When he was dying in Babylon following a drinking bout at the age 
of thirty three (323 B.C.) he was asked to whom he would leave his 
empire. He answered simply, “To the strongest.” 

Alexander’s empire had no solid rmt. He was a Macedonian ae- 
tempting to be Greek and he became almost a Persian. His attempt to 
Hellenize the orient resulted in no strong bond designed to hold the 
empire together. It was consequently ao strange thing that it came 
apart, so to speak, shortly after his death. 

The division came in five parts. Antipater took Macedonia and 
Greece; Lysimachus ruled Thrace; Antigonus, Asia Minor; Ptolemy, 
Egypt; and most significant for our purposes, Seleucus took Babylon, 
including Palestine as far south as the southern border of Samaria. 

A struggle insued between Seleucid Asia and Ptolemaic Egypt for 
control of what the Romans would later call Palestine. The original 
division gave Palestine south of Samaria to Ptolemy and it became 
part of Egypt. The Seleucids never agreed to this division, desiring full 
control of thte trade route which passed through Damascus and Jeru- 
salem. 

From 312-198 B.C. the Ptolemies were able to resist the Seleucid 
attempts to wrest Judea from them by force. The Jews were allowed a 
large measure of local self-govesnment, The ruling elements were the 
hereditary high priest and the gerousia or Council of Elders which had 
been established by Ezra and Nehemiah. The pattern of Orthodox 
Judaism from that time to now was set by the regulations passed by 
this body of seventy and called Dibre Soferim. 

In effect this regulation simply artempted to prevent the Jews 
from succumbing to the Hellenistic pressures with which they were 
surroundfed. Art, music, dress, customs, and most of d l  religion were 
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over-shadowed by the synagogue chant of the rabbis, “Shammai Israel, 
Adonai eleenu, Adonai echod,” “Hear 0 Israel: the Lord is our God, 
the Lard is %e.” 

A concerted effort was made by the Hellenists to break down 
rhis resistance. Judea was minged with a series of Greek settlements in 
league with the trans- Jordanian Decapolis. Each of these tantilized the 
Judeans with temples to Greek gods and goddesses, Academies, schools, 
gymnasiums and nude games. 

The extent to which the Hellenizing efforts succeeded is seen 
in the fact that several young Jews submitted to surgery to remove the 
sign of the covenant so they would not be ridilculed when participating 
in the games. 

Historians believe three factors prevented the complete over- 
whelming of the Jews by Hellenism. The persecution of Antiochus IV 
which drove the Orthodox underground and polarized public sympathy 
in their favor, the protection of the Romans which came at the request 
of the Maccabees, and the power and prestige of the Law of Moses 
which even the most Hellenistic Jews agreed came from God. 

The persecution began in 198 B.C. when Antiochus I11 finally 
defeated the Ptolemys and Judea became part of the Seleucid Empire. 
Antiochus I11 was lreckved by the Jews as a limberator, but their joy 
was short-lived. His successor Antiochus IV proved to be a veritable 
despot. He appointed as high priest one Jason who was a leader of 
Hellenistic sympathizers in Jerusalem. An order came from Antiochus 

request for the establishing of Greek institutions like thme 
of the Decapolis in Jerusalem itself. 

Unhappy with Jason for the slowness with which ‘the Hellenizing 
of Judea was proceeding, Antiochus replaced him wirh Menelous. 
Menelous proceeded to get to the core of the matter. Jehovah was 
made one rwith the Greek Zeus and sacrifices were offered to them 
according to the Greek practice rather than, the Jewish law. 

Such ’ shocking practice brought predictable consequences. The 
majority of the Jews swung to the Chasidim, or anti-Hellenist party. 
Antiochus IV declared himself Epiphanes or “God made manifest.” 

In 168 B.C. Antiochus was defeated by the Ptolemaic Pharaoh 
Popilius, and Jerusalem received the mistaken report that he had been 
killed. Their celebration was cut short by Antiwhus himself appearing 
on the scene. 

Convinced that the .Jews had been responsible for his failure in 
Egypt, he slaughtered thousands of them, robbed the temple, restored 
Menebus whom the Jews had deposed and rededicated the temple to- 
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Zeus, He ordered the destruction of the altar, replaced it with a Greek 
altar and then committed the ultimate blasphemy ;by sacrificing a pig 
on it! Jews were forced on pain of death to eat pork so sacrificed. 
Jerusalem was sated by flames and the Jewish population was sold inro 
slavery. 

The entire reign of Antiochus Epiphanes was, and still is, known 
as “the abomination of desolation,” in Jewish historical writisngs. 

During all this, the Chasidim pmched guerilla resistance. Among 
those who went underground was one Mattathias of the house of Ha- 
sonai of the tribe of Aaron, and his five sons Judas, Simon, Eleazw, 
Jonathan and Johannan Caddis. 

Mattathias began the active revolt by killing a Jew who was ap- 
proaching the altar to offer a swine, and shouting, “Whoever is zealous 
for the Law, and wishes to support the covenant, let him follow me.” 
He had set the stage for every Jewish Zealot from then until now. 

Upon Mattathais’ death, leadership of the revolt passed to Judas 
who was called Maccabee, “the hammer.“ Judas was a saint in prayer 
and a terror in battle. Against great odds he defeated the Greek 
mercenaries at Emmaus. The victory was complete, yet Antiochus was 
not convinced. 

These were in turn wiped out at Mizpah. In 164 B.C. Judas 
cleansed and rededicated the remple and festored the priestly services. 

Upon the death of Antiochus Epiphanes in 163 B.C., his successor, 
Lysias, offered the Jews full religious freedom if they would disarm. 
The Chasidim consented. Judas refused, asserting that to be really 
religiously free the Jews must be politically free. This difference was 
the beginning of civil strife which produced the party of the Pharisees, 
who agreed with the Chasidim and the Sadducees whose political am- 
bitions matched those of Judas. 

Civil war ensued with the Maccabeans now persecuting those of 
the Hellenistic faction. 

Judas was slain in 1 G 1  B.C. His successor, brother Jonathan, cwas 
killed in 143. The onIy surviving brother curried the, favor of Rome 
and with the help of that growing power established Jewish independ- 
ence in 142 B,C. 

This period of independence prevailed, although torn by ,internal 
strife, until the coming of the Roman Legions seventy d n e  yeat-s later. 

In Zechariah 9:P-10 the prophet begins to rejoice. Now that the 
trmple is built and the land has returned to Jehovah, the. appearance 
of the Messianic Icing seems imminent. We will have more to say 
shortly about this King and His appearance. 

I 

He sent an even larger force to wipe out the rebels. 

Israel was engulfed in civil strife. 

Thus establishing the Hasmonian dynasty. 
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In 9:ll-f the joyous coming of the Messiah is p p e d  by the 
stark reality of the present grim situation. Th: struggle with Greece 
must first be won. The disbursed are encouraged to return to tEreir 
home land and join in the struggle. They have theipromise that they 
will prevail (u. 13). Jehovah Himself will fight for ’them (v. 14-15). 
He will save ,them as His people (u. 16). The sling-stones of the Mac- 
cabees will eat the flesh of the Seleucids. The victorious rebels would 
be drenched with b l d  like the horm of the altar (a. 15) and in their 
victories they would shine like the glittering jewels of a orown (9. 16). 

The fierce description of the struggle for independence from the 
Hellenizing Seleucid Greek empire ‘ends an a note of praise to God 
for His g d n e s s .  

THE MESSIANIC ASPECT OF ZEGHARIAH . . . 39-17 
It is indeed not strange that Zechariah should mingle his praphecy 

of Maccabean independence with that of the coming of Christ. The 
defeat of the Seleucids marked the last foreign presence in the holy 
land prior to that historic period in which Christ finally came. The 
excited rejoicing of the prophet is indeed understandable. 

On the other hand, it is equally easy to see how the Jews of later 
times reading such intermingled predictions could cast their longed 
for Messiah in the mold of Judas Maccabee. The desire for politid 
independence as a base for religious freedom would be as strong under 
Caesar as under Antiochus Epiphanes. 

Nevertheless, when the Messiah did come, He scorned such a 
militarily attained and supported political kingdom to fulfill God‘s 
ultimate purpose in blessing all the nations of the earth. It required 
His own resurrection from the dead to establish His Messianic identity 
in view of His renunciation of this worldly power and ambition. 

(Verse 9)  Zechariah calls upon the theocratic people, “Daughtm of 
Zion . I”. Daughter of Jerusalem” to rejoice at the coming of her king. 
(cp. Psalm 2:11) He is not at all what she expected, but He is Mes- 
siah. . .  

He is just, a characteristic attributed by the prophets to the Mes- 
siah in connection with salvation (cp. Isaiuh 45:21, 53:11, Jeremkh 
23:5,6). 

In contrast with Antiochus, whom the Jews mistakenly welcomed 
as a savior from Egyptian oppression but who c m e  to destroy, the 
Messiah King will come to save. 

> Me is lowly and He comes riding on an ass; hot the symbol of 
humiliation as some have supposed but the symbol of peace, as the 
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horse was a symbol of war. He 
will not receive His kingly dominion from Satan (cp, Lzlke 4:6-7) 
but by going the way of the suffering servant. 

This verse finds its literal fulfillment in Jesus’ final entry iiato 
Jerusalem. (cf ,  Matthew 21 :4-S) 

(Verse 10) Ephraim, symbolic of the northern tribes, and Jeru- 
salem, symbolic of the southern are to be restored at Messiah’s coming. 
The people will be restored to their full promised dominion (Gelzesis 
1>:18) from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean. 

And beyond, He shall speak peace to all nations, His dominion 
shall be to the ends of the earth. 

The Jews understood such passages to indicate that the Messiah 
would conquer the world, as had Alexander. Jesus showed the (true 
sense when He commissioned His apostles to preach the gospel to 
the uttermost part of the earth. 

(Verses 11-17) With the words, “as for thee also,” Zechariah 
turns to the corning deliverance from Greek oppression. I t  will be 
because of the covenant that the people will be rescued from the 
threat of complete )extinction by Hellenization. 

Messiah will lead DO armed revolt. 

Chapter XXXVIII-Questiouts 

The Triumph of Zion Through Her Messiah 

i i ,  
, /  

1, The theme of chapter nine is struck in verse 
2. This theme is the coming of the __-. 
3,  The term “burden of the word of Jehovah” is calculated to -. 
4. The first part of the oracle is concerned with the land of ___. 
5 ,  Hadrach is the symbolic name for __ 
6. This prediction was fulfilled c. 344 B.C. by the invasion of - 

__- by 
7. Gods purpose to is the all-detetmining factor in every 

historic development. 
8. List the traditional enemies of Israel mentioned in chapter nine, 

and give the symbolic name of each as given by Zechariah., 
9. ____ was the southern-most of the Philistine. cities meo- 

tioned here. , -  

10. What world conqueror fulfilled this predictive passage?, (9:1-8) 
11. The predictions of this section find their immediate fulfillment 

L in what historic event? 
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12. The ultimate fulfillment of this passage is found in tlx coming 

13. Describe the events leading to the Maccabean revolt. 
14. To what three factors do historians ,attribute the failure of the 

Greeks to completely Hellenize the Jews? 
15. Following the death of Alexander, the land of Palestine became 

at first part of what empire? 
16. Antiochus IV was called Epiphanes meaning 
17. Who were the Chasidim? 
18. Whom did Antiochus Epiphanes blame for his defeat at rhe hand 

of the Egyptian Ptolemies? 
19. What, in Jewish history, is referred to as “the abomination of 

desolation? ’’ 
20. Who was Mattathias? 
21. Who was called “the hammer?” 
22. Upon the death of Antiochus IV, Lysias offered the Jews complete 

religious freedom if they would lay down their arms. W h y  did 
they sefuse? 

23. What caused the Jewish civil war following their victory under 
Judas Maccabee? 

24. What was the origin of the party of the Pharisees? 
25. What was the origin of the Sadducees? 
26, What finally ended the internal strife which followed the Mac- 

27. In 9:ll-f rhe joyous coming of the Messiah is postpaned by-. 
28. Why does Zechariah mingle the prediction of the caning of Christ 

29. Show haw the Jews in later times confused these two predictions. 
30. What was Jesus’ attitude toward the desire of the Jews far a 

military independence and a political kingdom? 
3 1. Contrast A ntiochus IV with the Messiah King. 
32. What is the symbolism of the’ass upon which the Messiah would 

ride? 
33. What New Testament event fulfills this prediction? 
34. Beyond the traditional boundaries of Israel, the Messiah will speak 

peace to .-. 
35. The Jews understood such passages to indicate that 

of _I 

c d J &  revolt? 

with that of the Maccabean revolt? 

334 



I S R A B L  R E S T O R E D  

CHAPTER XXXIX 
10: 1-12 

ISRAEL RESTORED 
ZECHARIAH, CHAPTBR 10: 1-12 

RV , , , Ask ye of Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain, even 
of Jehovah that maketh lightnings; and he will give them showers d 
rain, to every one grass in the field. For the teraphim haw spoken 
vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie; and they have told false 
dreams, they comfort in vain; therefore they go their way like sheep, 
they are afflicted, because there is no shepherd. Mine anger is kin- 
dled against the shepherds, and I will punish the he-goats, for Je- 
hovah of hosts hath visited his flock, the house of Judah, and will 
make them as his goodly horse in the battle. From him shall come 
forth the corner-stone, from him the nail, from him the battle 'bow, 
from him every ruler together. And they shall be as mighty men, 
treading down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle; 
and they shaII fight, because Jehovah is wirh them; and the riders 
on horses shall be confounded, And I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them 
back; for I have mercy upon them; and they shall be as though I 
had not cast them off: for I am Jehovah their God, and I will hear 
them. And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their 
heart shall rejoice as through wine; yea, their children shall see it, 
and rejoice; their hearts shall be glad in Jehovah. r I  will hiss for 
them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them; and they shall in- 
crease as they have increased. And I will sow them among peoples; 
and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with 
their children, and shall return. I will bricng them again also out of 
the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring 
them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; the place shall'rmt be 
found for them. And he will pass through thse sea of affliction, and 
will smite the waves in the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall 
dry up; and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the 
sceptre of Egypt shall depart. And I will strengthen rhem in Jehovah; 
and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith Jehovah. I 

LXX , , , Ask ye of the Lord rain in season, the early and the latter; 
the Lord has given bright signs, and will give them abundant rain, to 
every one grass in the field. For the speakers have uttered gievous 
things, and rhe diviners have seen false visions, and they have spoken 
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false dreams, they have given vain comfort: therefore have they fallen 
away like sheep, and been afflicted, because there was no healing. 
Mine anger was kindled agknst the shepherds, and I will visit the 
lambs; and the Lord God Almighty shall visit his flaok, the house 
of Juda, and be shall make them as his goodly horse in war. And 
from him he looked, and from him he set the battle in order, and 
from him came the bow in znger, and from him shall come forth 
every oppressor together. And they shall be as warriors treading clay 
in the ways in war; and they shall set the battle in array, because the 
Lord is with them, and the !riders on horses shall be put to shame. 
And I will smengthen the house of Juda, and save the house of Joseph, 
and I will settle them; because I have loved them; and they shall be 
as if I had not cast them off: for I am the Lord their God, and I 
will hear them. And they shall be as the warriors of Ephraim, and 
their heart shall rejoice as with wine: and their children also shall see 
it, and be glad; and their heart shall rejoice in the k d .  I will make 
a sign to them, and gather them in; b r  I will redeem them, and they 
shall be multiplied according to their number before. And I will 
SOW them among the people; and they that are afar off shall remember 
me: they shall nourish their children, and they shall return. And I 
will bring them again from the land of Egypt, and I will gather them 
in from among the Assyrians; and I will bring them into the land of 
Galaad and to Libanus; and there shall not even‘one of them be left 
behind. And they shall pass through a narrow sea, they shall smite 
the waves in the sea, and all the deep places of the rivers shall be 
dried u&:’ .xnd all the pride of the Assyrians shall be taken away, and 
the sceptre of Egypt shall be removed. And I will strengthen them 
in the Lord their God; and they shall boast in his name, saith the 
Lord. 

COMMENTS 
In chapter nine, verses nine through ten, Zechariah exalted at the 

coming of Messiah. In 9:ll-17, he interrupted his rejoicing to pre- 
dict the victorious struggle with the Greeks which would precede His 
actual coming. In chapter ten, he returns to the theme of Zion tri- 
umphant through the Messiah. 

(Verse 1) The key to this chapter seems to be “in the time of 
the laoter rain.” 

To understand the symbolism here, we must know something of 
the climate of the holy-land. During summer it almost liierilly never 
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rains. From May first through October fifteenth, one can almost guar- 
antee no rain will fall. 

The rainy season, from October to May, comes in thee  parts, 
They are known as the first or former rains, the winter rains, and the 
latter rains. The former are the light rains of October and the early 
days of November. These moisten the soil after the summer drought 
and allow the planting of winter grain. 

The heaviest rains are the winter rains, which fall during Decem- 
ber, January and February. The bulk of the water in the land comes 
firom these rains. 

Most vital to the completion of the harvest are the latter rah& 
These perfect the fruit and grain just prior to harvest, and so are 
most welcome and celebrated of all. 

In a land where water is always in such critical supply as in 
Palestine, it is not surprising that rain should become a favorite sym- 
bol of divine blessing. 

It is essenltial that the rains come, it is equally essential that they 
come at the proper time. Lack of rain at the right time results in 
complete crop failure. The latter ruins are essential to the fimZ per- 
fection of the crop. Wlthout the htter railz all that has developed 
through the folrmer and winter rains will be lost. 

By “rain in the time of the latter rain,” Zechariah means God’s 
blessing at the critical point in the history of His people when the 
fruit of His purpose was nearly t i p  for harvest. The coming of the 
Messiah would usher in the fulfillment of God’s purpose in Israel. 
Now that the people are back in the land and the temple is restared, 
the harvest season is rapidly drawing near. 

His blessings 
upon the patriarchs were the “former rains.” His continued blessings 
upon them through the centuries since Moses had nourished them as 
the winter rain. Now they must ask for the rain in the t h e  of the 
latter rain in order that God’s harvest may be realized in rhe coming 
of the long-awaked Christ. 

(Verse 2) The prophet is concerned that prayer for the latter 
rains ‘be made to Jehovah. Previous to the captivity their ancestors 
had asked the blessing of other gods. 

(cp. Genesis 31: 
19,30, Judges 7 9 )  In light of I Sumael 19:13 it seems they bore the 
likeness of some human figure. They also took the form of the signs 
of the Zodiac and other instruments of astr‘ology. Hosea had used 
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God had planted the seed in the call of Abraham. 

The t e r e h i m  were household idols or images. 



10: 2) 3 Z E C H A R I A H  -. __ 
the word to describe the idolatrous state of the people prior to the 
captivity. (Hosea 3:4) 

Zechariah’s use of the term here indicates his desire that the re- 
turned people not repeat the error of their fathers. The blessings re- 
quired for the realization of Jehovah‘s purpose must come from Him. 
All else is vanity. 

The d i v h r s  have had false visions. In the mysrery religions 
associated with Baal various absurd methods were used to conjure up 
supernatural information concerning future events. Hallucigens were 
drunk as potions and the mind-expanding “trips” of the diviners were 
considered as divinely directed visions. 

Other devices included the shooting of arrows ‘to predict the ditec- 
tion of a person whose name was engraved thereon. (eg. Ezekiel 21: 
21) The declaring staff, or divining rod, employed by some present- 
day superstitions finds its origin in these practices. 

The result of such ridiculous superstitions is to cause those who 
follow them to go their way like stray sheep. Isaiah had said of the 
pre-exilic people whose religion was shot through with Baal worship, 
“All we like, sheep have gone astray.” (Isaiah 53.6) Jesus would 
look with compassion on His contemporaries when He saw them “as 
sheep having no shepherd.” (Matth’ew 9%) 

(Verse 3 )  The shephsrds are the spiritual leaders of the people, 
the he-go& the civil leaders. Previously those who held these p i -  
tions had led the people after false gods. God’s anger is kindled 
against such leadership. 

They are m longer -to 
be victimized by such leadership. Here we again see Zechariah’s Mes- 
sianic insight. In the coming of the Messiah, Jehovah visited His 
f h k ,  the house of Judah. 

The Hebrew Ymoh (Jehovah) literally means “the one who is.” 
He is admate reality understood as a Person. The Septuagint uses 
the Greek Kwios (Lord) to translate Ydweh. This word is applied 
to Jesus by those who were familiar with its Old Testament meaning. 
The conclusion of the apostles was that He is “both Lord (Kwrios) 
and Christ.” 

He visited Judah, the Jews, and the result was the setting aside 
of the shepherds (tie. spiritual leaders, priesthood) and Ithe rejection of 
the he-goats when the political system which was national Israel was 
wiped out by the Romans. 

The sense of Zechariah’s statement here is the declaration of Je- 
hovah’s intention to accomplish the ultimate deliverance of His people. 
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He will not allow it to go unpunished. 
Jehovah has personally visited His flock. 

(Acts 2:36) Jesus is Jehovah, Emanuel, God with us. 
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(Verse 4 )  The Jews were no longer to be subject to foreign rule. 
“From him,” le. from Judah, shall come its ruler, The Maccabean de- 
liverers from Antiochus Epiphanes fulfilled the primary meaning of 
this prophetic promise, but i t  loolcs forward to the Messiah. 

The figure of the corner-stone is one of the best known of those 
applied to the Christ in the New Testament. Jesus applied it to Ilim- 
self. Peter applied it to 
Him (Acts 4:11, I Peter 2:7) as did Paul (Eflhesims 2:20), 

The wd was in reality a large peg in the center of the tent upon 
which were hung most of the valuables of the nomadic shepherd. In 
prophetilc type the glories of the people hung on Juda Maccabee. In 
point of facni.al fulfillment, they hang on the Messiah. 

God‘s people will not need to depend upon any worldly alliance. 
He will Himself be their battle bow. (cp. Psalm 45.4-5, Reveht ion 

(Verses 5-12) This section must look beyond the Maccabean period 
as well as beyond the pst-Babylonian restoration for its fulfillment. 
To see its real meaning we must bear in mind several significant terms 
used here by Zechariah, and we must keep in mind that he deliberately 
does not use certain other mmrms. 

First, in this entire chapter the term Judah is used consistently, 
never Israel, Judah signifies the Jews as a political-ethnic group, where- 
as Israel, which does not appear here, is the covenant name for those 
whose relationship to God is based on faith rather than national or 
racial origin. 

Second, the house of Judah is joined by the house of Joseph. 
Judah is, technically, the southern kingdom while Joseph is the ten 
northern, tribes. 

Third, the Hebrew verb here translated “I will bring (them) back“ 
is a compound word which includes also “I will place them.” (cp. 
Jersnaimh 32:37) 

Fordv,th, the reason for the restoration here is not merit on the part 
of the Jews, but “I have mercy upon them,” 

Fifth, “they shall be as though I had not cast them off. for I am 
Jehovah their God, and I will hear them.” 

We are dealing with God’s ultimate intention for the Jewish peo- 
ple. Jew means the 
nation, the race. Israel means God’s covenant people. In the Mes- 
sianic age, especially in the writings of Paul, this distinction becomes 
very sharp. The church, composed of obedient believers from every 
race, is now God’s Israel. 

(Madthezu 21:42, Mark 12:10, &Re 20:17) 

6 2 )  

Jew and Israel are now two separate concepts. 
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But what of the Jews? 
(Verse 5 )  One cannot be dogmatic when dealing with apocalyptic 

prophecy. On the other hand, one cannot afford to be blind to what 
is taking place presently in the middle east. le foul: wars fought 
since the birth of the present state of Israel, not only those who w a r d  
against them, but the entire world has been confounded by the repeated 
victories of the Israelis against overwhelming d d s .  

(Verse 6-7) The term “Israel,” applied to the modern state of the 
Jews is a misnomer, because the present state is Jewish. It ought mare 
accurately be called Judah, meaning covenant people. The Christian 
church is Israel. 

In this modern Jewish stare the house of Judah (the ancient south- 
ern kingdom) and the house of Joseph (the (people of the ancient 
northern kingdom) are indistinguishable. Few modern Jews, except- 
ing those named Cohen (priest) or Levi, know their rribal origins. 

The Jews, as a race and as a national entity, were cast aff per Je 
ilpon their rejection of Jesus. There is no other historic fulfillment of 
this threat to cast them off. Today they are as though they had not 
been cast off. Again there is no historic fulfillment of Zechariah’s 
prophetic promise to bring back and place them until the establishment 
of the modem state of Israel. 

Today’s Jewish Israeli does indeed rejoice. ‘ Their hearts are glad 
in Jehovah. Specifically they rejoice because they believe (both Orrho- 
dox and Reformed) ,that the recent history of the Jewish state marks 
the begjcning of the Messianic age. The irony of their rejoicing is 
not in their recognizing of the coming of the Messianic age, but in 
their misinterpreting the preparation for His retzm as preparation for 
His f i rs t  appearing. 

(Verses 8-12) In western Jerusalem today there is a grotesquely 
beautiful memorial to the Nazi holacaust in which six million Jews 
were exterminated. The building is built in the form of the gas cham- 
bers of the concentration camps. Tbe stones in the walls are symbolic 
of the corpses piled high in their desperate attempts to escape the un- 
expected gas. An eternal flame burns in a wrought iron brazier to 
symbolize the cremation room, and on the black marble flaor in gold 
letters are the names of Auschwitz, Buchanwald, and all the other hor- 
ror chambers in which helpless men, women and children died for 

In the basement room are larger-than-life reproductions of Nazi 
anti- Jewish propaganda, and pictures of the concentration camp bar- 
racks: a record of utter nauseating barbarism. 
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To visit this shrine, in the midst of the modem miracle that is 
today’s Jewish nation, is to know the meaning of ‘1 will hiss foe them, 
and guther them; for I hdlve redeemed them; they shdl ilzcrease ds they 
hGve increased,” The word “hiss” should more accurately be translated 
“whistle.” The Lord will call the Jews as rhe shepherd whistles for his 
sheep. Those who were sown among the peoples because of their re- 
jection of the Christ, have indeed remembered Jehovah in far countries. 
Trufe, they are plagued with their share of self-acclaimed atheists, as are 
all nations, but throughout the world and in the concentration camps 
of Europe they have paid dearly for remembering their God. It was 
their attempts to keep His law which stamped them as peculiar enough 
to faster the kind of racism and bigotry to which Nazi Germany sub- 
jected them. 

It is true, the Jews stood outside Pilate‘s judgement hall and cried 
for the blood of God’s Son to be upon their heads and the heads of 
their children. (Mutthew 27:25) But enough is enough. “Excep 
the Lord of Sfibbuoth had left 11s u seed, we  bud becowe Sodom mnd 
Gomorrah,” (ls&h 1 :9, cp. Romans 11 :29) 

No time in history, since Zechariah, has seen a mass return of 
Jews to the ancient homeland until the years just following the second 
world war. I t  seems He has “brought them back“ and “placed them.” 
The reason is not merit, brut mercy for the sake of the fathers. 

Paul tells us “I would aot, brethren, have you ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye be wise in your own conceics, (we Gentile believers) 
that a hardening in part hath befallen Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in . . .” ( R o m s  11:25) Modern historians are 
describing the age since World Wslr I1 as the “post-Christian era.” 
The term is a misnomer, but it is evidence of a significant historic 
phenomenon. The time when most Gentiles were willing at least to 
admit the influence of Christ on their culture, if not ac’tually to accept 
Him personally, is p a t .  In my opinion we are witnessing rhe end 
of Paul’s “time of the Gentiles,” as the primary participants in the 
program of God. 

It is too swn to evaluate this in terms of eschatology, but there 
can be little doubt we are witnessing some very significant events in 
today’s state of Israel. 

Zechariuh 1O:lO predicts God’s bringing of Jews from Egypt, 
Assyria, Gilead (modern Jordan) and Lebanon at a time when “. . . 
pluce shall not be { o m d  for them!, One hears much today about a 
million and a half Arab refugees who were driven from their homes 
in the establishment of the modern Jewish state. There is no way to 
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morally justify this, and no reason to assume it was God‘s will. But, 
it is not so commonly k m n  that the United Nations’ partitioning of 
Palestine also displaced some 700,000 Jews in the survwanding Arab 
lands. These have been assimilated into Israel, but “a place was (not 
found for them” in the lands named here by Zechariah. 

The exact meaning of Zechmiwidh 10:11 in ‘the present middle 
eastern situation is difficult to ascertailn. Egypt’s much touted Aswan 
dam, which was supposed to be the means of a great economic revival 
in that nation has proven to be something less than an unmixed bless- 
ing. Marshes which once bred an abundance of game are now dried 
up. The death-dealing microscopic parasites which have always been 
a danger to rhose who would stick theitr feet in the Nile have leached 
near epidemic proportions. The Delta is receding since the river is 
no longer rushing into the Mediterranean, and the fishing grounds 
off the mouth of the Nile have been all but abandoned. Can this be 
what is described here by the prophet in connection with the restma- 
tion of the Jewish state? 

The pride of Assyria has indeed been brought down in the Israeli 
defeat and occupation of the Golan heights overlooking the Galilee. 

(Verse 12) If we are correct, if what we are seeing in the middle 
east is a fulfillment of Zechariah‘s prophecy, there is a more and 
greater developmeat yet to come. The world would indeed be con- 
founded if the Israeli’s should fully realize that it is God Who has 
wrought in and for them . . . if they did actually begin to “walk up 
and down in His narnt.” 

Chapter XXXIX-Questions 

Israel Restored 
1. In this chapter Zechariah returns to the theme 
2. The key to the chapner seems to be “in the time af the latter 

rain.” Explain the climatic circumstances in the holy land which 
give rise to this term. 

3. What is peculiarly essenrial about the latter rains as opposed to 
the former and winter rains? 

4. Whet event in the Old Testament history of the Jewish people 
answers to the “former rain?” 

5. What to the “winter rain?” 
6. What were the teraphim? 
7. What is Zechariah’s desire concerning the prayers of the people? 
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8. What was the result of praying for protection #to false gods? 
9, Who are the shepherds of verse three? the he-goats? 

10. What is the literal meaning of Yaweh (Jehovah)? 
11. Shoy the relationship of this meaniing of Jehwah to the term 

Lord applied to God in the Septuagint and to Jesus in the New 
Testament. 

12, What was the result, in relation ‘to the spiritual leadiers, of Jesus’ 
visit to Israel? 

13. Discuss the “corner stone” in verse four. 
14. Discuss the “nail” in verse four. 
15. Verses five through twelve must look beyond as well 

as -- for its fulfillment. 
signifies the 16. In Zechariah 10, ____ and never - 

Jews. 
17, The uniting of Joseph and Judah represents the uniting of the 

old and __ __ kingdoms. 
18. The Hebrew word translated “I will bring them back“ is a com- 

pound word which also includes 
19. The reason for the Jewish restoration described in chapter ten is 

not merit but ____ .-. 
20. In this chapter we are dealing with God‘s ultimalte 
21. Jew and - are two separate concepts: 
22. Jew means 
23. Israel means 
24. The ____ composed of obedient believers from every race 

is now God’s - 
25. The Jews as a race were cast off upon 
26. The modern, Israeli Jew believes that the present Jewish state 

marks the beginning of the 
27. The word “hiss” really m’eans . (10:8) 
28. What is meant by “Except the Lord of Sabbaoth had left us a 

seed, we had become as Sodom and Gomorrah?” 
29. Discuss this chapter in light of the current developments in the 

middle east, particularly the holy land. 
30. In your opinion, what wodd be the effect upon the world if 

modern Israel were to openly declare that their victories have 
been wrought by God in fulfillment of prophecy? 

* ’  . 
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CHAPTER XL 

A PARABLE OF SHEPHERDS 
RUIN OF HmTILE POWERS . . . Zechariah 11:1-3 

RV . . . Open thy doors, 0 Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy 
cedars. Wail, 0 fir-tree, for the cedar is Eallen, because the goodly 
ones aJx destroyed: wail, 0 ye oaks of Bashan, for the strong forest 
is come down. A voice of the wailing of the shepherds! for their 
glory is destroyed: a voice of the roaring of young lions! for the pride 
of the Jordan is laid waste. 

LXX . . . Open thy doors, 0 Libanus, and let the f i a  devour thy 
cedars. Let the pine howl, because the cedar has fallen; for the mighty 
m m  have been greatly afflicted: howl, yt oaks af the land of Basan; 
for the thickly pIanted forest has been torn down. There is a voice 
of the shepherds mourning; for their greatness is brought low: a voice 
of roaring lions; for the pride of Jordan is brought down. 

COMMENTS 
Itt has been suggested that these verses alluding to Bashan and 

Lebanon describe an invasion of Isaael. Baring in mind the context 
(uninterrupted in lthe original text by a chapter heading or number) 
this seems very unlikely. It is more likely a threat of destruction 
against the enemits of Judah, particularly siince great forests are used 
occasionally to symbolize military power (cp. Isaiah 10:34). The shep- 
herds of verse three are the leaders of these hostile powers. Deuowr- 
itzg fire (u. I), symbol of irremediable destruction, is to come swiftly 
upon those powers whose rulers would then howl in despair like the 
lions dpiven out of the jungle along the Jordan. 

The entire passage (10;3-11;3) is designed to point up the dif- 
ference between the Jewish nation and its Gentile neighbors, especial- 
ly those who have historically oppressed the Jews. It looks forward 
to the day when the shoe will be on the other foot. This could only 
happen when the Jews, both northern and southern, ware returned 
to their homelands and established as aa independent state. 

FAITHFUL AND FOOLISH SHEPHERDS . . . Zechariah 11:4-17 
RV . . . Thus said Jehovah my God: Feed the flock of slaughter; 
whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves nolc guilty; and they 
that sell them say, Blessed be 'Jehovah, for I am rich; and their awn 
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shepherds pity them nor. For I will no m r e  pity the inhabilrants 
of the land, saith Jehovah; but, lo, I will deliver the men every one 
into his neighbor's hand, and into th hand of his king; and they shall 
smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. So I 
fed the flock of slaughter, verily rhe p r  of the flack. And I took 
unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and rhe other I called 
Bands; and I fed the flock, And I cut off the three shepherds in one 
month; for my soul was weary of them, and their soul a h  Iaarhed 
me. Then said I, I will not feed you: that which die&, let it die; 
and that which is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let rhem that 
are left eat every one the flesh of another. And I took my staff 
Beauty, and cut jt asunder, that I might break my covenant which I 
had made with all the poples. And i t  was broken in that day; and 
thus the pooi of the flock that gave heed unto me knew that it was 
the word of Jehovah. And I said unto them, If ye ,think good, give 
me my hire; and if not, forbear. So rhey weighed for my hire thirty 
pieces of silver. And Jehovah said unto me, Cast it unto the potter, 
the goodly price that I was prized at by them. And I took the thirty 
pieces of silver, ,and cast them unto the potter, in the house of Jeho- 
vah, Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might 
break the brotherhoad between Judah and Israel. And Jehovah said 
unto me, The unto thee yet again the instruments of a foolish shep- 
herd. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, who will not 
visit those that are cut off, neither will seek those 'that are scattered, 
nor heal that which is broken, nor feed that which is m n d ;  but he 
will eat the flesh of the fat sheep, and will tear their hoofs in pieces. 
Woe to the worthless shepherd that leawth the flock! the sword shall 
be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried 
up, and his right eye shall utterly darkened. 

LXX . . . "%us saith the Lord Almighty, Peed the sheep of the 
slaughter; which their possessors have slain, and have not repented; 
and they that sold them said, Blessed be the Lord; for we have be- 
come rich; and their shepherds have suffered no sorcow for them. 
Therefore I will no longer have mercy upon the inhabitants of the 
land, saith the Lord: but, behold, I will deliver up the men every one 
into the hand of his neighbour, and into the hand of his king; and 
they shall destroy the hnd,, and I will not rescue out of their hand. 
And I will tend the flock of daughter in the land of Chanaan: and I 
will take for myself two rods; the one I called Beauty, and the other 
I called Line; and I will tend the flock. And I will cut off three shep- 

345 



- - ~ l l : _ 4 L L Z _ -  - - ~ - - z . E - ~ . H - A - ~ I - A - € ~  

herds in one mon&, and my soul shall grieve over them, for their souls 
cried out againsr me. And I said, I will not tend you: that which dies, 
let it die; and that which falls off, let it fall off; and let the ‘rest eat 
every one the flesh of his neighbor. And I will take my beautiful staff, 
and cast it away, that I may break my covenant which I made with 
all the people. And it shall be broken in rhat day; and ‘the Chananites, 
the sheep that are kept for me, shall know that it is the word of the 
Lord. And I will say to them, If it be good in your eyes, give me my 
price, or refuse it. And they weighed for my price thirty pieces of 
silver. And the Lord said to me, Drop them into the funace, and I 
will see if it is good metal, as I was proved for their sakes. And I 
took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them into the furnace isn ,the 
house of the Lord. And I cast away my second rad, even Line, that I 
might break the possession between Juda and Israel. And the Lard 
said to me, Take yet to thee shepherd’s implements belonging to an 
unskilful shepherd. For, behold, I will raise up a shepherd against the 
land: he shall not visit that which is perishing, and he shall not seek 
that which is scattered, and he shall not heal that which is bruised, nor 
guide that which is whole: but he shall devour the flesh of the choice 
oqes, and shall dislocate the joints of their necks. Alas for the vain 
shepherds that have forsaken the sheep! the sword shall be upon the 
arms of such a one, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be completely 
withered, and his right eye shall ‘be utterly dBrkened. 

COMMENTS 
Between the time Zechariah and the establishment of the Jewish 

people as described in the last section, there was to be another period 
during which they will feel the wrath of Jehovah. The time of the 
fulfillment of this prediction is fixed beyond question by the verses 
twelve and thirteen. The verses are applied very lirerally to rhe be- 
trayal of Jesus in Matthew 26.3, 27:9-10. Therefore, the prediction of 
the passage must have to do with the “hardening iln part” (Rornuw 
11:25) which caused Him to take the kingdom from the Jews and 
give it to the church, “A nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
(Matthew 21 :33-43) 

The prediction is presented allegorically. The nation is the f l d ,  
the Messiah is the faithful Shapherd. E a u s e  of their stubbornness, the 
Shepherd turns from rhem as they sell Him for thirty pieces of silver. 
The key is verse ten in which Jehovah severs His covenant relationship 
wish the nation. 
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(Verses 4-5) As we turn to a detailed examination of the passage, 
we are immediately confronted with a straage command given by 
Jehovah to the prophet, “Feed the flock of slaughrer.” The term “flock 
of slaughter” is what gives the command a strange ring. We will find 
it again in verse seven. 

The Jews, during the Roman period, were like sheep, bought and 
sold by their shepherds, ie, rulers who not only used the people for 
their own aggrandizement, but actually thanked God for their evily 
procured riches and power. They felt no guilt for using the people to 
accomplish their own ends. 

It would be difficult to imagine a more vivid description of the 
Harods, and the temple priests who served in their puppet government 
of the Jews. 

With the people at the mercy of such leadership, the prophet is 
called upon to feed the flock as one exposed for slaughter. 

(Verse 6 )  The consequence of the leadership of the Herods and 
the self-seeking priests of his, day was that described here. I t  became 
a time for riots, for the guerilla warfare of the Zealats, for #false 
Messiahs and finally anarchy which brought the legions of Rome down 
upon them in a fury. God delivered them into the hand of the king 
(emperor) who did indeed smite the land. And, as He wms here, 
God did not intervene. 

When the armies of Titus marched against Jerusalem in a cam- 
paign which ended on September. 7, 70 A.D., it was the last of a 
chain of events which included a d l  by the Sanhedrin to the Roman 
procurator, Florus, and the puppet king, Herod Agrippa 11, for military 
aid. The tumult in Judea grew into anarchy as a result of the Jews’ 
refusal to accept Roman occupation. Conditions worsened, despite fre- 
quent chainges of procurators ;by emperial appointment: 

The Jews broke up into factions at all social, religious and eco- 
nomic levels. Even the appointment of high priests brought riot. 

Rome’s answer to such conditions in occupied lands was unchang- 
ing . . . the swift decisive use of the Makaira . . . lthe short sword. 

The death of Festus in 62 A.D. left the power of Judean govern- 
ment in the hands of Annas the high priest. His calling of a clandestine 
session of the Sanhedrin at which James, the just, and other leading 
Christians were condemned, alienated whatever Gentile sympathy may 
have survived to this point. 

At the same time, Herod’s temple, which had been under con- 
struction for decades was completed, throwing hundreds of workers into 
unemployment. 
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Shortly thereafter, Albinus arrived to succeed Festus as procurator. 
Unable to control the Zealots, he was replaced in 64 A.D. by Gessius 
Florus. 

Gessius was a true Roman, relying on brute force. He was greeted 
by riots in Caesarea of such proportion that hundreds of Jews fled the 
land never to return. 

In 66 A.D. Gessius raided the temple treasury to make up a 40 
talent deficit in the tribute demanded annually by Rome. The result 
was near revolution, averted only by a speech in which Agrippa con- 
vinced the Jews that sulch aotion would bring about the final utter 
destruction of the Jewish nation by Rome. (Acts 12:21-23) 

Shortly thereafter, Agrippa left Jerusalem. During his absence the 
revolutionary forces again threatened war. Realizing rhe inevitable con- 
sequences of this threatened action, the Sanhedrin sent for military 
assistance. 

In late summer of 66 A.D. Galles left Antioch for Jerusalem with 
44,000 battle-hardened legioneers. He amived in September, having been 
delayed by a revolt in Galilee, long a breeding ground for the Zealot 
Sicari. 

By this time, the revolutionaries controlled Jerusalem and G8alles 
was unable to breach the walls. 

The rebels not only stood firm, but gated h e  Romans, killing 
6,000 af them as they retreated to Caesarea. 

In aesponse to this defeat of Roman force, Nero reacted by send- 
ing his greatest general Titus Flavius Vespasian to restore orde'r in 
Palestine. 

Titus arrived in Galilee, re-establishing Roman control there, and 
went isnto winter quarters with fifty thousand troops. 

Meanwhile, the Jews who had sulcceeded in holding Jerusalem 
against Galles, began to fight among themselves and anarchy again 
gripped the city. Such was the state of &fairs when Titus lay seige 
from Mount Scapus in the summer of 68 A.D. 

A brief respite Game to the Jews upon the death of Nero in June 
of 68 A.D. and the period of turmoil in which (three emperors in 
quick succession were overthrown in Rome. This led the army of Hitus 
Vespasian to decide to place their general on the emperial throne. TO 
accomplish this it was necessary to settle matters quickly in Jerusalem. 

Titus gave Jerusalem a chance to surrender. When his offer was 
refused, the bloodbath began. By July 5 rhe tower of Antonia, in the 
northwest corner of the temple area, was occupied by Legianeers. The 

. carnage in the temple itself, where the molutionaries fought to the 
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last man, was the worst to that time in Jewish histofy, Over a million 
Jews died in the siege by the time the last Sicari cornmined suicide 
at Massada. 

As emperor, Titus Vespasian, issued a decree that the Jewish 
religion should be ended for all time. The priesthood and Sanhedrin. 
were abo!ished, the temple tax was now paid to the shrine of Jupiter. 
A colony of Roman veterans was settled near the ruins of the de- 
molished capital of Judaism. 

But it was not finally over. In 131 A.D., one Bar Gacheba, with 
the endorsement of the leading rabbi, Akiba, was accepted by the Jews 
as Messiah. The result was a desperate religious war which ended 
when Vespasian’s suocesmr, . Hadrian, utterly flattened the city of 
Jerusalem and caused it to be ploughed as a field. 

Upon the sight Hadlrian erected Coloaia Aelia Capitolina, a colmy 
dedicated to Jupiter capitolinus. It was the end of the Jewish state 
until 1948. It was the last time the Jews would control the temple 
site until June, 1967. 

(Verse 7) In mponse to Jehovah‘s command, the prophet fed the 
flock destined for slaughter. “The poor of the flock” here is more ac- 
curately “the most miserable of sheef.” (Re: marginal rendering in the 
Standard Edition) 

In this verse the prophet’s role blends forward into that of the 
Messiah. As was done by real shepherds, he took two staffs. They are 
named grace and binders, or unity. (Bemty  here in the English versian 
expresses graciousness tather rhan physical beauty. Bands is an attempt 
to render for smooth reading a word which means binders.) 

The first of the staffs, grace, represents the divine favor of Jehovah 
in guaranteeing to protect the Jews against outside forces. The second 
symbolizes the unity which was to prevail between the tribes of Joseph 
and Judah following the return from exile. 

(Verse 8) The response to the shepherding of the post-exilic pro- 
phets on the part of the Jews was such that “their soul locatbed me.“ 
It was seen ultima’tely in the rejection of Him Who presented Him- 
self to them as “the Good Shepherd.” (cp. Johlt 1 O : I I )  There an be 
little doubt that Jesus had these verses in mind when He called Him- 
self the Good Shepherd, 

Verse nine, in which the prophet states his intention not to feed 
the flock, but rather to let it die, brings to mind two key New Tmta- 
ment passages. One in which Jesus wept over Jerusalem because of her 
historic failure to heed the prophets (I.We 13:33-35) and the other 
one in which He predicted the destruction of the city (L&e 21:5-6). 
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The cannibalism described here was fulfilled literally when, during 
the final days of the siege of Titus, those who held out in the temple 
area ate the bodies of their fallen comrades. 

(Verses 10-11) The symbolic breaking of the staff of grace 
(beauty) has significance which cannot be overstated. It is cut asunder 
“That I might break my covenmt!’ The Jews came into being as a 
people because of the covenant. Their national identity was established 
in the Law given upon their agreement to keep the covenant. (cf. 
Exodus 19:5-9) Generation, after generation, century upon century, they 
had failed to do so. 

God‘s patience was mistaken as slackness by this stiffnecked 
people. W e  saw how they refused to believe the warnings of the pre- 
exilic prophets on the ground that Jehovah would not so treat His 
people. Pulnished by the dfestruction of the northern kingdom and the 
captivity of the southern, they refused to rebuild His temple after their 
release. 

In the intervening years, between the return from Babylon and the 
‘coming of Jesus, their concern turned completely from the covenant 
intended to bless all races of people to fanatic nationalism. The promised 
Seed of Abraham became, to them, a warrior , . . a revolutionist who 
would make them masters of the world. When He refused such a 
kingdom, they convicted Him of trumped-up charges znd nailed Him, 
by the hands of lawless men, (Acts 2:23) to a cross. From this time 
forward the fzclfillmend of the covenant and the fate of the Jew pef se 
me two ‘ e ~ ~ e L y * ’ s e ~ w r c t e  matters. 

A covenant is always conditional. The failure of one party frees the 
other from the terms of the covenant. In all justice, God could have 
terminated His relationship to the Jews many times in the Old Testa- 
ment period. When the time finally came that He did take the kingdom 
from them, only the remnant saw the justice of it. 

The poor of the flock, the remnant that gave heed to ‘the prophets 
knew the termination of ‘the covenant with the Jews was according to 
the word of Jehovah. 

(Verses 12-14) The final act of unfaithfulness came when the 
Good Shepherd appealed to the Jews for His hire, ie. for that which 
was righrly His in payment for all He had done for them. Even without 
the covenant, indeed if it had never existed-in the first place, His 
care, protection and even His chastisement of the Jewish people above 
the other races of the world should have entitled, Him to their im- 
mediate acceptznce and undying allegiance. 
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Instead they betrayed Him, and sold Him for the price of an in- 
jured slave. Thirty pieces of silver (about $25) was the amount fixed 
by the law in compensation for the injury of another’s slave. (6 .  Bxodw 
22 :32) 

It is no coincidence that this prophecy was fulfilled by one whose 
chief concern was the establishment of Israel as the ruling world empire. 
Judas bad followed Jesus for three years in the full expectation that 
He would indeed prove to be another Judas Maccabee, that He would 
not only free the Jews from Roman rule but establish them as the 
greatest and final world power. When he saw Jesus riding into Jeru- 
salem on an ass instead of a war horse to the shouts of children in- 
stead of the cheers of an army, when he heard Jesus foretell the de- 
struction *of the city which, in Jewish ambition, was to become the 
capital of the Messianic world, it was too much. He bartered his revenge 
for the price of an injured slave. (cf. Matthew 26:5, 27:9-10) 

The accuracy of Zechariah‘s prophecy is seen in the minute ful- 
fillment of it jn the detailed disposal of rhe money paid Judas. Verse 
thilrteen says it  was “ c m t  antot the potter.” Mdthew 27:9 quotes the 
prophecy of Jerenziah 18:2, 19:2,111 32:G-9 in recording that the 
money returned by Judas p ior  to his suicide was used to purchase n 
potters field. Acts 1:18-19 mentions this fact also. 

Following the crucifixion, and the consequent destruction of Jeru- 
salem by Titus and Hadrian, (see above on verse six), the Jews were 
scattered throughout the world. The unity which had prevded following 
their return from exile was thus broken, an historic event predicted 
symbolically in  verse fourteen by the breaking of the second staff called 
Bands or unity, The result was a nearly nineteen century postponement 
of the fulfillment of the promises made in Zechariah, chapter ten. 

(Verses 15-17) G. A. Smith is quoted by Professor J. E. McPadyen 
as saying, concerning the crucifixion of Jesus, “The guilry sacrifice the 
innocent, but in this execute their own doom. That is the summary of 
the history of Israel.” The message of Zechdah 11:15-77 couId scarcely 
be better paraphrased. 

Following the crucifixion, as we  have seen (see above on 11:G) the 
nation of the Jews became a political foooball in the hands of the 
Herods and a series of inept Roman procurators. These, personified here 6 

as the foolish shepherd, presided over the final dissolution of the nation 
into anarchy and final obliteration. 

The foolish shepherd may well have been personified in Bar 
Cocheba and his ill-fated attempt a t  revolt against Hadtian. The futility 
of his military activity is well described here in verse seventeen. 
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Chapter XL-Questions 

A Parable of Shepherds 
1. Discuss the symbolism of the forests in 11:l-3. 
2. Of what is fire symbolic in verse one? 
3. The entire passage (10;3-11:3) is designed to point up the 

difference betwee-- an;. 
4. Between the time of Zechariah and the establishment of the 

Jewish people as described in chapter ten, there was to be 

5. Zecharhh 11:12-13 is applied literally to 
in Matthew 263, 27:9-IO. 

6. &plain the allegory of the flock and the shepherd in this 
passage. 

7. Why does God promise to sever His cwenant relationship to 
the Jews? 

8. What is meant by “flock of slaughter?” 
9. What is described in verse six? 

10. Review the events leading to the destruction of Jerusalem in 
70 A.D. and 135 A.C. 

11. Who was k r  Cocheba? 
12. What is the symbolism of the two staffs? 
13. Who fulfills the picture of the g o d  shepherd in this passage? 

(Compare John 1 O : l l )  
14.‘9why, in terse nine, does the shepherd decide to let the flcck 

die rather than feed it? 
15. Wmhat was symbolized icn the breaking of the two staffs? 
16. God’s patience was mistaken by the Jews as 
17. In the intervening years between the Babylonian exile and the 

coming of Jesus, the concern of the Jews ‘turned completely 
fro-- to 

18. A covenant is always 
19. The final act of unfaithfulness came when __. 
20. Instead of paying him his due, the people - 

_. 

him and sold him. 
21. What is the significance of the thirty pieces of silver? 
22. How does the disposal of the blood money by Judas demon- 

23. What happened to the Jewish people immediately following 
strate the accuracy of Zechariah’s prediction? 

the destruction of Jerusalem in 135 A.D.? 
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CHAPTER XLI 
IN THE FIRST DAY 

The future glory of the restoixd nation of the Jews, predicted in 
chapter ten (see comments), was to be delayed in its accamplishment by 
their rejection of the Good Shepherd, :the dissolving af the covenant 
between the nation and Jehwah, and the prolonged dispersion following 
the defeat of Bar Cocheba, the self-acclaimed Messiah in: 135 A.D. 

Chapters 12, 13, and 14 actually compose a single unit of thought 
which climaxes Zechariah‘s prophecy in a blaze of apocalyptic eschat- 
ology, some of which is nearly impossible to understand clearly. 

The key to these final chapters is found in the phrase ‘% the druy” 
which is repeated no less than sixteen times throughout the pasagre. 

This unit of thought is expressed in  regard to two “days,” which 
from Zechariah’s point of view remained in the future. The first day 
and its happenings comprise 12:3-13:7 and prefigures the Messianic age. 

The final day of the Lord is described in the final chapwr, 14:l-21. 
It will be helpful here TO go back and read the comment on yom 

YHWH (the day of Jehwah) in the Introduction to Zechariah, Chapter 
XIX. We noted there four characteristics of “that day:” (1) ‘the judge- 
ment of Israel, Judah and the nations of the pre-Christian world, (2) the 
deliverance and preservation of the remnant during and after the cap- 
tivity, (3) the fkst coming of the )Messiah and (4) the second coming 
of the Messiah and His final judgement of all men and nations. 

To understand Zechariah’s “in that day,” we must be alert to all 
four elements. 

The term first appears in Zechariah in chapter three, verse 10. 
There it refers to the time when Jehovah will bring forth His Servant, 
The Branch. In thd day, everyone will invite his neighbor under the 
vine and under the fig tree. The intention is obviously to descriibe a 
time of pace  and plenty. The significant aspect here is the sending 
of the Branch and the m o v a l  of the iniquity of the land in one day. 
(Zechariah 3:8-10) 

As we saw in our study of that passage (see comment) k thut day 
here referred to the coming of the living stone and true priest in whom 
God will remove the sins of His people and invite their neighbors to 
&are the fruits of the Messianic Presence. 

THE BURDEN OF THE LORD . , . Zechariah 12:l-2 
RV . . . The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus 
saith Jehovah, who stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the founda- 
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tion of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within hkn, Behold, 
I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling unto all the peoples round about, 
and upon Judrh also shall it be in the sicge against Jerusalem. 

LXX . . . The burden of the word of the Lord for Israel; saith the 
Lord, that stretches out the sky, and lays the foundation of the earth, 
and forms tk spirit of man within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalean 
as trembling door-posts to all the nations round a’bout, and in Judea 
there shall be a siege against Jerusalem. 

COMMENTS 
The lengthy section (chapters 12, 13, 14) in which the term 

“in that day” is used repeatedly, is introduced as “tbe bzlrdelz of the 
word ‘of Jehovah concernhzg Imel!’ Israel as we have seen, is in the 
minor prophets a term designating the covenant people. The time would 
come ( 1 1 : I O )  when the relationship would be broken aff with the 
Jewish race, )but as Zechariah wrote this had not yet occurred. What he 
is about to write has to do with the fulfillment of God’s covenant 
purpose. 

Jehovah is here referred to as the creator of the heavens, the 
earth, and rhe spirit of man. These are words calculated ta remind the 
prophet’s readers that the purpose which is to be fulfilled is the eternal 
purpose in the mind of God before creation. It is the mason man was 
created. It is the reason the covenant was established and a covenant 
people developed. It is the purpose behind all God’s activity in history, 
both of the Jews and sf the nations of the earth. This purpose is the 
reason God will bring to pass those things which Zechariah is about to 
describe. . 

The purpose is stated many times in many ways throughout the 
Bible, but never more succinctly than the Pauline statement of Efhesiurts 
1:3-10. There the a p t l e  infarms us that, before the foundation of the 

chose in Christ to have a people holy and pure and adopted 
as children. That purpose and its accomplishment in Christ 
ing of the entire Bible. 

ays Trefierred to by “in that day” in these chapters are two 
i d s .  The first is addressed to Israel, the covenant peOl3k 

(u. 1 )  and has to do with the first coming of €he Messiah who will be 
looked upon as pierced (12:lO). 

The second period referred to by “in that day” is designated by 
“Behold, a yom YHWH (day of Jehovah) cometh” (14:l). It has to 
do with the final consummation. #and the second coming of the Messiah. 
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IN THAT DAY (1) . . . Zechariah 12:3 

RV , , , And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will make 
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the peoples; all that burden them- 
selves with it shall be sore wounded; and all the nations of the earth 
shall be gathered together against it. 

LXX , , , And it shall come to pass in that day that I will make 
Jerusalem a trodden stone to all the nations: every one rhat tramples 
on it: shall utterly mock a t  it, and all the nations of the earth shall be 
gathered together against it, 

COMMENTS 
The first statement of what will happen “in that day” is made 

briefly in Zechariah 12:3. It introduces the time of Messiah’s first 
coming, and is addressed to Israel (u. 1). Israel at the time of this 
wtiting could be none other than the faithful remnant among those 
Jews who had returned from exile. 

In thme time of Messiah’s first coming, Jerusalem will be made a 
burdensome stone for all the peoples. This statement sets the stage for 
the struggle described in the next three verses. 

IN THAT DAY (2) ( 3 )  . , . Zechariah 12:4-6 
RV . . , In that day, saith Jehovah, I will smite every horse with terfor, 
and his rider with madness; and I will open mine eyes upon the house 
of Judah, and will smite every horse of the peoples with blindness. And 
the chieftains of Judah shall say in their hearts, The inhabitants of 
Jerusalem are my strength in Jehovah of hosts theicr God. In that day 
will I make the chieftains of Judah like a pan of fire among wood, and 
like a flaming torch among sheaves; and they shall devour all the 
peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left; and they of 
Jerusalem shall yet again dwell in their own place, even in Jerusalem. 

LXX . . . In that day, saith the Lord Almighty, I will smite every 
horse with amazement, and his rider with madness; but I will open 
mine eyes upon the house of Juda, and I will smite all the horses of 
the nations with blindness. And the captains of thousands of Juda shall 
say in their hearts, We shall find for ourselves the inhabitants of 
Jerusaham in the Lord Almighty their God. In that day I will make the 
captains of thousands of Juda as a firebrand among w , d ,  and as a 
torch of fire in stubble; and they shall devour on the right hand and 
on the left all the nations round about; and Jerusalem shall dwell again 
by herself, even in Jerusalem. 
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COMMENTS 
During the time of the Messiah the Jews would smuggle with all 

nations. Jehovah will sustain them in the struggle and they shall “yet 
again dwell in their own place.” (see comment above on 20.6) 

Please note this is to be during the time of the Messiah, ie. in, the 
Messianic age. 

IN THAT DAY (2) . . . verses 4-5 
. Historically, that form of attack against which the Jewish defense 

had proved least effective was a cavalry charge. It was this from which 
Jehovah had miraculously delivered them in  the exodus. (cf. Exodw 
15:19-21) Gad promises symbolically to prooect the Jews in their 
weakness. He will “open His eyes” and watch over them. 

At the same time He will smite the horse of the peoples with 
blindness. Those who seek to desoroy the Jews will plunge blindly to 
their own destruction. We have seen a classic example of this in our 
day in Nazi Gefimany. 

The strength of the Jews over the centuries of the Christian era 
has been their regard for Jehovah worship, here symbolized by the name 
of Jerusalem, the center of monotheism. 

IN THAT DAY (3) . . . verse 6-7 
In the day ’of Judah’s restoration to her homeland, though small, 

she will consume the enemies that surround her. 
They of Jerusalem, ie. the Jews who are true to the worship ob 

Jerusalem, “shall again dwell in their own place, even Jerusalem.” It is 
interesting to note that in the establishment of the Jewish state at 
present, the Orthodox Jews are virtdly all gathered in a selfimposed 
ghetto in the city of Jerusalem. 

IN THAT DAY (4)  . . . Zechariah 12:8 
RV . . . In that day shall Jehovah defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and he that is feeble am%ng them at that day shall be as David; and 
the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of Jehovah before 
them. 

LXX . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shQll 
defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and the weak one among them in 
that day shall be as David, and the house of David as the house of God, 
as the angel of the Lord before them. 
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COMMENTS 
Ask any modern Israeli to explain the fantastic success of his little 

country against impossible odds in the four wars they have fought and 
he will reply, "We know why we are fighting." Zechariah foresees the 
weakest of them as strong as David, inspired by the knowledge that 
God is "on their side." (cp. v ,  j) 

IN THAT DAY (5) (6) , . . Zechariah 12:9-14 
RV . , , And it shall comse to pass in that day, that I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon rhe inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplication; ,and they shall look unto me whom 
they have pierced; and they shall mourn, for him, as one mourneth for 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first.born. In that day shall there be a great mourn- 
ing in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of 
Megiddon. And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family 
of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the 
house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house 
of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of the Shimeites a p t ,  
and their wives apart; all the ,families that remain, every family apart, 
and their wives apart. 8 

LX . , And it shall come to pass in  that day, that I wili' seek to 
desaoy all the nations that come against Jerusalem, 
upon rhe house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
spirit of gr,ace and compassion: and they shall look upon me, ,because 
they have mocked me, and they shall make lamentation for him, as 
for a beloved friend, and they shall grieve intensely, as for a first-born 
son. In that day the lamentation in Jerusalem shall be very great, as 
the mourning for the pomegranate grove cut down in the plain. And 
the land shall lament in separate families, the family of the house of 
David by itself, and their wives by thtemselves; the family of the house 
of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the 
house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 
Symeon by itself, and their wives by themselves; all the families that 
are left, each family by itself, and their wives by themsdves. 
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COMMENTS 
IN THAT DAY (5) . . . v. 9 

Jehovah Himself will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. Since God does what He attempts io do, it will be 
a black day for anyone who attacks the city He defends. 

This is a significant verse, in as much as every attacker of Jeru- 
salem to the present day has been successful in overthrowing it. If 
it mleans symbolically that God will defend His worshippers against 
the attacks of skepticism, as some have suggested, this has been done 
repeatedly in all ages. 

If, on the other hand, this verse describes the defense of Jerusalem 
literally in the days of the present restoration of the Jewish nation, 
one may rest assured that any nation will be deiewed who attempts 
the overthrow of that city. 

(Verse 10) It is this verse which fixes “in that day” in this sec- 
tion as the Messianic age. It would be difficult to imagine a cleiurer 
prediction of the detail of Christ’s crucifixion. As Halley p i n t s  out, 
“this description is in nowise applicable to any other known person.” 

IN THAT DAY (6) . . . v. 11-14 

B 

The apostle John sees in Jesus’ death the fulfillment of this verse. 
(cp. J o h  19.34-37) John also uecalls this verse in connection with 
the second coming. (cp. RevelaJon 1:7) 

Sgmg have seen in the mourning for Him Whom they have 
pierce a prediction that the Jews will be converted to Christ, This 
cannot, of course, ruled out. Paul speaks of the possibility that 
the Jews who Dejected Jesus may be grafted into God‘s orue Israel. 

ever, is definitely conditianed upon “. , , if they continm 

In view of the nature of conversion, which is always an individ- 
ual experience, it seems unlikely that the whole Jewish nation could 
be said to be converted. It seems more likely that this mourning 
came to pass at the preaching on Pentecost, when those who stood 
accused of murdering their Messiah, were cut to the heart so deeply 
that three thousand of them accepted Him as “both Lord and Christ.” 

The mourning Over the pierced one is compared to “the mourn- 
ing of Hadad-Rimmon in the valley of Megiddo.” This was probably 
the village in the plain of Megiddo where king Josiah was killed in 
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the battle against the Egyptians, (cp, 11 Chrolzicles 3.5;22.25) There 
had been gre,at mourning at his death because it marked the end of 
his gnear religious reform. 

The mourning is from the highest (David) to the lowest (Nathan) 
of the royal house, and from the highest (Levi) to the lowest (Shemei) 
of the pri'estly order. All the fzmilies that remain, ie. those who are 
of neither the kingly or priestly houses, shall also mourn. 

Each family shall mourn alone, and the women separately from 
the men, (cp. Exodzls 1>:1,20) 

IN THAT DAY (7) , , , Zechariah 13:l 
RV . . . In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of , 

David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, -for sin and for unclean- 
ness. 

LXX . , , In that day every place shall be opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for removal and for separa- 
tion. e 

COMMENTS 
In connection with the mourning over Him Whom they pierced, 

a fountain is to be opened for sin and uncleanness. Sin is trwgres- 
sion against the law of God. Uncleanness i s  that condition of one's 
soul which makes him unfit for the presence of God. Tlie-'death of 
David's Branch (cp. 3:8 and 6:12) Who is seen here in the hour of 
His death (pierced) provides the fountain for sin and uncleanness. 

Jesus' undserstanding of the Old Testament was that the Christ 
should suffer, and rise again the third day. When this has been done, 
repentance and remission of sins is to be preached in His name. (cf. 
Luke 24:44-47) 

The preaching 
of repentance, which is a deliberate -decision for the will of God by 
one who has stood against it, relates the fountain to sin which is a 
transgression of the Law. Remission of sins, which is God's answer to 
the moral impurity resulting from sin, relates the fountain to unclean- 

An entire volume could be written showing, from Scripture, that 

The death and resurrection opened the fountain. 

ness. 

this fountain' is the blood of Jesus. 
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M THAT DAY (8) . . . Zechariah 13:2-3 
RV . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, 
that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they 
shall no more be remembered; and also I will cause the prophets and 
rhe unclean spiri't to pass out of the land. And it shall came to pass 
that, when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that 
begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest 
lies in the name of Jehovah; and his father and his mother that begat 
him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 

LXX . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lard of 
hosts, that I will utterly destroy the names of the idols from off the 
land, and there shall be no longer any remembrance of them: and I 
will cut off the false prophets and the evil spirit from the land. And 
it shall come to pass, if a man will yet prophesy, tbat his father and 
his mother which gave birth to him shall say to him, Thou shalt not 
live; for thou hast spoken lies in the name of the Lord: and his father 
and his mother who gave him birth shall bind him as he is prophesy- 
ing. 

COMMENTS 
Still referring to the Messianic age, Jehovah promises that the 

Idolatry 
(eg. Ezekiel 36:25 cp. Ro- 

The preaching of the Christian gospel is generally credited with 
ministering the eo* de grace to the classic idolatry which had been 
a constant blight on the Jews throughout their pre-Chistian history. 
Excepting for the shrines of Catholicism, one will search the holy land 
in vain -far such practices today. 

The passage 
is a sort of paraphrase of Deuterolzomy 13:6-10, 18:20 which roundly 
condemns false prophets. Should any utter such prophecies he would 
incur the wrath of his own parents. The loyalty of Messiah's people 
to Him will exceed the tenderest natural affections. (cp. M d t h m  
10:37 and k k e  14:26) 

IN THAT DAY (9) . . . Zechariah 13:4-6 
RV . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall 
be ashamed every one of his vision, when he prophesieth; neither shall 
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IN T H E  F I R S T  D A Y  12 :4-6 
they wear a hairy mantle to deceive: but he shall say, I am no prophet, 
I am a tiller of the ground; for Z have been made a bondman firom 
my youth. And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds be- 
tween thine arms? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends. 

LXX . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets 
shall be ashamed every one of his vision when he prophesies; and 
they shall clothe themselves with a garment of hair, because :hey have 
lied. And one shall say, I am not a prophet, for I am a tiller of the 
ground, for a man brought me up thus from my youth. And I will 
say to him What are these wounds between thine hands? and he shall 
say, Those with which I was wounded in my beloved house. 

COMMENTS 
The false prophet shall himself be ashamed of his calling and his 

vision. In Acts 19:13-20, Luke records a detailed description of one 
incident when this became literally true. Following their conversion 
at the preaching of Paul, certain false prophets, whom Luke describes 
as practicing magical arts, repented of their false teaching and burned 
their own books. 

(Verse 6) Here is another clear prediction of the crucified Mes- 
siah. Its presence in this particular context, just following the refer- 
ence to false prophets could be misleading. Him in this verse refers 
not to the false prophet, but to Him Whom they have pierced. (12: 
10) ._ 

The wounds “between thine arms” are a vivid description of the 
scourging suffered by Jesus. The word is makakah and means a wound 
made by a stroke or blow. 

We are reminded of Isaiah 53.9, “He was wounded (chalul- 
piemed) for o w  transgression rond by His &pes w e  are healed.” 

He was wounded in the house of His friends. To quote a cliche, 
with friends like that, He needed no enemies! 

EPILOGUE TO THE FIRST DAY . . . Zechariah 12:7-9 
RV . . . Awake, 0 sword, against my shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered; and I will turn my hand upon the little ones. 
And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith Jehovah, two 
pates therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left 

361 



- _  _. - 13:7-9 Z E C H A R I A H  
. _. . -~ -- ___--- 

therein. And I will bring the third part into the fire, and will refine 
rhem as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They 
shall-call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my People; 
and they shall say, Jehovah is my God. 

LXX . . . Awake, 0 sword, against my shepherds, and against the 
man who is my citizen, saith th’e Lord Almighty: smite the shepherds, 
and draw om the sheep: and I will bring mine hand upon the little 
ones. And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, 
two pmts, thereof shall be cut off and perish; but the third shall be 
left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and I 
will try them as silver is tried, and I will prove them as gold is p r o d :  
they shall call upon my name, and I will hear them, and say, This is 
my people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God. 

COMMENTS 
(Verse 7) When Peter preached the first recorded sermon follow- 

ing the resurrection, he pointed out that the suffering of Jesus had 
been by “the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.” (Acts 
2:23) Here is evidence to support that claim. 

Jehovah of hosts, ie. the God of the covenant, gives specific or- 
ders that the sword awake against the shepherd. We have seen that 
the good sheRherd of Zechariah is indeed the Christ (see an 1 l : l O - f f ) .  
That this Christ is Jesus, Who was crucified by the Romans is evi- 

the particular weapon named to symbolize those who were 
to smite Him. Many ancient powers were syxblized by their most 
characteristic weapon, eg. Persia by the bow, Egypt by the chariot, 
Greece by the lance and phalanx, etc. Rome is characterized by the 
short. sword.< Because .of prevailing circumstances at the time of Jesus’ 
trial, He could be legally executed only by Rome, since the Jews were 
denied the right of capital punishment. (There is much question con- 
cernbg the legality of Jesus’ trials, but there is no doubt His execu- 
tion-was performed by Romans.) 

(Matthew 
26:31, Mm5, 14:27). At His arrest, His disciples fled or followed 
afar off. During aqd-after His crucifixion all but John were in hid- 
ing, and John apparently. joined the athers just following His death. 
The sheep Were indeed scattexed when thme Shepherd was smitten. 

Here i s  further eviden-ce that “in that day” in this section ap- 
plies, to the day. af the Messiah rather than to the time of the end. 

Jesus Himself ’applied this, verse to His own death. 
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(Verse 8) After the death and resurrection of Jesus, the number of 

his followers was greatly reduced. Apparently there were five hun- 
dred who could be counted as disciples (cf. I Corinthians I S . 6 ) .  One 
hundred twenty were present whren the church was born on Pentecost 
(cf. Acts 1 : l S ) .  If one adds the three thousand baptized that day, the 
number totals some three thousand, six hundred. It was a small group 
indeed, compared to the six hundred thousand Jewish males who 
formed the original flock. (Exodzls 12:37). 

(Verse 9) The iew followers of Jesus in the early days of the 
church soon found themselves the object of the most savage religious 
persecution ever, to that time, raised against a people. Peter described 
this persecution in words borrowed from Zecharhb 13:9. “Wherein 
ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ye have 
been put to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being 
more precious than gold that perishech though it is proved by fire, 
may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. ( I  Peter 1:6-7) 

There is no doubt the early church interpreted these verses in ref- 
emce  first to Jesus and then to themselves. 

To those who endured persecution, Jehovah gives recognition 
that they are His people. They acknowledge Jehovah as their God. 
Both terms, people and Jehovah, are covenant terms. The church is 
God’s new Israel! 

Chapter XLI-Questions 

In the First Day 
1. The future glory of the restored Jewish nation was delayed by 

2. The key to the final chapters of Zechhriah is found in the phrase 

3. This term describes two days which from Zechariah‘s point of 

4. The first of these days desc r ibes____- ,  
5. Tne second “day” describes- 
6. Review the four characteristics of the day of Jehovah. (See 

introduction of Zechariah.) 
7. Zechariah’s first use of “in the day” (3:8-10) refers to 
8. What is the significance of the term I ~ u e l  in Zechmiah I2:lt 
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9. Why does Zechariah-here refer to Jehovah as the mator of the 

10. The first period referred to by “in that d$ is addressed to 
and has to do with 

11. The second period referred tu as “in that day” has to do with 

12. Several things are said to be going to happen in the Messianic 
age. Each is in t rodud by “in that day.” They are: 
a. In that day (1) 
b. In that day (2) 
c In that day (3) 
d. In that day (4) 

12. e. In that day ( 5 )  
f. In that day (6) 
g. In that day (7) 
h. In that day (8) 
i. In that day (9) 

13. Ismel at the time of Zechariah could be none other t h a h - - ,  
14. What of Jerusalem in the time of Messiah’s first coming? 
15. What was to be the relationship of the Jews to all  nations during 

the Messianic age? 
16. Historically the military action against which tke Jews were least 

effective was the 
17. What is meant by Jehovah smirting the peoples and horses with 

18. Who are “they of Jerusalem?” (12:7) 
19. How does Zechuriub 12:lO fix this section as being fulfilled in 

20. zlCompare Zecbmiab 12:lO-14 with John 19.34-37. 
212’ What is the conditiod upon which Jews may again become part 
, of God’s true Israel? (cf. Ronzms lL: l7-24)  

2,2. Conversion is always an experience. 
23. How was the rnQurning over Him who they had pierced fulfilled 

on Pentecosf? 
24. Who are “all the families that remain?” 
25. In connection with the mourning over Him whom they.pierced 

a was to be opened for and 
26. The opened the fountain. 
27. - relates the fountain to sin. 
28. 
29. - 

heavens and the earth and the spirit of man? 

. 

-blindness? 

the Messianic age? 

relates the fountain to moral -impurity or 
. ,is frequently associated with uncleanness. 
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30. The is generally credited with ministering the 

31. What prophecy is condemned during the Messianic age? 
32, How daes Zechcoriah 13.6 relate to Him whom they pierced? 
33. What is meant by the wounds "between thine arms?" 
34. Discuss ZechNhb 12:7 in light of Acts 2:23. 
35. Wnat nation is symbolized historically by (the sword? 
36. Jesus could be legally executed by 
37. Compare Zechariah 13:7 to Matthew 2631 and Mark 14:27. 
38. Following the death of Jesus the number of His followers was 

39. Compare Zechariah 13.9 and I Peter 16-7. 
40. To those who endured persecution, Jehovah gives ------) and 

they acknowledge . Bothare 
41. The is God's new Israel. 

de grace to classic idolatry. 

about 

CHAPTER XLII 

IN THE SECOND DAY 
If our overall understanding of Zechariah to this point is correct, 

chapter foufrteen, deals almost exclusively with eschatology. Eschatology 
may be defined simply .as the study of the last things, or last times. 

Most commentators agree chat this is the subject matter of the 
present chapter. However, unanimity of opinior. concerning'%echa- 
riah's last chapter ends wirh this agreement. Rabid pre-mihialists 
have a field day here, as they do with the other apocalyptic writings 
of the Bible, because of the apocalyptic nature of the work itself. They 
see here the proof of their contention that Jesus plans, upon His dec- 
and coming, to establish an earthly kingdom which will stand for a 
thousand years, and in which the Jews, with Him as king, will d e  
the world, and in general do what Jesus refused to do the first time 
He came to earth. They also claim the Jews will do what the church 
has failed to do, namiely convert the world to Jehovah and Christ. 
These conclusions are auived at by ignoring the symbolic n a m e  of 
apocalypsis almost entirely. 

The post-millenialists on the other hand, shift from &e literal to 
the symbolic and back with surprising ease and assure us the last chap- 
ter of Zechariah describes the bringing of the world to the worship of 
God during our present Messianic age. When this is done, Messiah, 
they claim, will return and reign over a perfect world. The fact that 
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the developments of history during the past nineteen hundred years, and 
especially in our own century, are obviously not moving toward any 
such Utopian world does not phase the post-millenialisf *in the least. 

As we mentioned previously, one can never be itxelleofudly honest 
and be dogmatic about the icnterpretation of eschatology, particularly 
that which the Bible writers couch in apocalypsis. The very fact that 
the events of eschatology, by their nature, have yet to occur deprives 
us of what, in the understanding of ather prophecy, is a very useful 
tool; namely the events of history. With other predictive prophecy 
one can, with some accuracy, say-this was foretold, and here in such 
a place it has happenled. Not so with those events which are yet to 
come. 

Deprived of historic fulfillment, and faced with the elusive fig- 
ures, often indecipherable, of apocalyptic writing, we can .only suggest 
rhe possible, at most the probable, meaning of such predictions. +With 
this limitation firmly fixed in our consciousness, we shall (now attempt 
to understand at least the gist of Zechariah fourteen. 

A DAY OF JEHOVAH COMETH . . . Zechariah 14:l-3 
RV . . . Behold a day of Jehovah cometh, when thy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst ,of thee. For I will gather all nations against 

Salem to battle; and ithe city shall be taken, alnd the houses rifled, 
the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into cap- 

tivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 
Then. shall Jehovah go forth, and fight against those nations, as when 
he fought in the day of battle. 

LXX . . . Behold, days of the Lord come, and thy spoils shall be 
divided in the.  I will gather all’ the GentiIes tir Jerusalem 00 
war, and the city shall be taken, and the houses plundered, and the 
women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, but 
the rest of my people shall not be utterly cut off from the city. And 
the Lord shall go forth, an ‘with those Gentiles as when he fought 
in the day of war. 

COMMENTS 
(Vase 1) For an understanding of the term “a Day of Jehovah,” 

please review the cbmments in the Introduction to Zechariah and in 
the beginning of Chapter XLI. 

the beginning of another. 
“A Day of Jehovah” is always a closi’ng of one historic era ,and,  

It is upon this premise! that we postulated 
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the belief that the term “in that day” in chaprer thirteen and chapter 
fourteen refers to two different times. The first day, 
referred to in chapter thirteen, is the Messianic age in which we live. 
The second day, referred to in chapter fourteen, is the last time. 

(Verse l(b)-3) In the coming day of Jehovah the spoil of Jeru- 
salem is to be divided in her midst. The occasion for this pillage 
will be the gathering of the nations ag,ainst Jerusalem for battle. The 
treatment of the city’s inhabitants is to be barbaric with half rhe popu- 
lation being taken into slavery. to 
remain in the city. 

Those who see the swbsequent verses symbolically fulfilled in the 
church, take this verse to refer to the Roman conquest of Jerusalem. 
This raises grave questions. For example, if we are to take this verse 
literally of the invasion by Rome, why are we to assume the subse- 
quent verses are figurative? And, how CUI we identify Rome as “all 
nations?” 

The Roman occupation of Palestine was by invitation, initially, and 
so does not fit the description here at all. The final destruction of 
Jerusdem by Rome, as the result of the failure of the Jews to accept 
Roman ,rule, more closely resembles the picture presented by Zecha- 
riah, but to explain these verses solely on this basis requires a sudden 
unexplainable shifting from the literal to the figurative in rhe verses 
immediately following. 

For example, those who take “Jerusalem” as meaning the city 
literally, in verses one through three, insist that the term is metaphori- 
cally used in following verses concerning the Mount of Olives. Such 
inconsistency is a gross violation of the rules of sound exegisis. I t  is 
molle honest to simply say we do not know exactly what is being 
descrilbed here. 

It seems quite likely that we are dealing with events of the end 
time asnd the last rebellion of man against God. Perhaps we must 
leave the explanation of the prophet’s language to Him in Whose 
hands such things rest. Perhaps we, as the twelve, must reluctantly 
accept the fact that there are certain matters which it is not OUT pe- 
rogative to know as completely as we might like. 

IN THAT DAY (10) . . . Zechariah 14:4-5 
RV . . . And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mmmo of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east; and the mount of Olives 
shall Ire cleft in the midst thereof toward rhe east and rmard the west, 
and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall 
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remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south And ye 
shall flee by the valley of my mountains; for the valley of the moun- 
tains shall reach unto Azel; yea, ye shall flee, like-as ye fled from be- 
fore the wrthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah; and Jehovah 
my God shall come, and all the holy ones with rhee. 

LXX . . . And his feet shall stand in that day an the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall 
cleave asunder, half of it toward the east and the west, a very great 
division; and half the mountain shall lean to the north, and half of 
it to the south. And the valley of my mountains shall be closed up, 
and the valley of the mountains shall be joined on to Jasod, and shall 
be blacked up as it was blocked up in the days of the earthquake, in 
the days of Ozias king of Juda; and the Lord my God shall come, and 
all the saints with him. 

- 2  

COMMENTS 
This is one of the most difficult of all prophetic predictions. It 

has called forth some of the most ludicrous explanations ever offered 
as interpretation of Scripture. A nationally known television evangel- 
ist tells a wild story in which a large motel chain, investigating the 
possibility of building on the Mount of Olives, found a fault in the 
mountain of such extent that it could not support such a building. 
Just-how preposterous this is is obvious ro anyone who has visited 
the holy land and has seen the huge buildings which do stand on 
Olivet! Just 
to rhe south' a few hundred yards is the luxurious, Intercontinental 
H9gl. South of the Intercontinental is another GoteI, the Panorkr'da, 
and not far away a mosque has recently been erected. , 

If the Mount of Olives is to literally split at  the coming of Jd+us, 
it will not be because of any fault in the earth, bat because of the 
power of God! 

The Mount of Olives is the predominant peak of a line of hills 
which begins just less than a mile east of Jerusalem and ranges north 
and south about a mile. Between the Mount of Olives, on the slopes 
of which the Garden of Gethsemane, a sabbath day's journey (7/8 
of a mile) from the city. The mountain is separated from Jerusalem 
by the Kidron Valley. It stands some 295 feet higher than Mount 
Moriah, the site of the temple. 

To the east of the Mount of Olives lies rhe Judean wilderness. 
On a clear day one can stand on the mountain's top and view the Dead 
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Sea in the distance. The rcad to Berhany winds round the north, be- 
yond which lies Mount Scopus. 

It seems likely that Jesus ascended to Heaven from the slopes of 
Olivet, (Acts 1:11 j J  rhough such is not specifically stated. (Orhers 
believe He ascended from a hill in Galilee. (y. Mark 16:19, etc.) 
Upon this assumption, some h v e  seen Zech&zh 14.4 as a prediction 
that He will teturn to the very spot from which He depa!rted. 

The statepent that the Mount of Olives will cleave when the Lord 
stands upon it has given rise, as we have seen, to all sorts of specu- 
lations. What is described is the division, east and west, of the moun- 
tain resulting in the formation of “a very great valley.” If such were 
to happen literally, the city of Jerusalem would be much more acces- 
sible from rhe east. 

(Verse 5 )  Such a valley would also form a way of easy escape 
firom the city, Zechariah pictures the inhabitants of Jerusalem fleeing 
dawn the newly-formed valley between the aorchern and southern ex- 
tremities of the then divided Momt of Olives. In verse three he has 
said that Jehovah will fight “as in the day of battle.” As He sep- 
arated the Red Sea to allow the Jews to escape from Pharaoh’s chariots, 
He will then separate the mountain to allow those in Jerusalem ‘to 
escape from the assembled nations. 

Azel has not been identified by archeologists. Many have specu- 
lated as to its location, but none have offered any real help. 

Two hundred years before Zechariah, in the days of king Uzziah, 
a severe earthquake had caused many to flee Jerusalem. The prophet 
sees the exodus following the division of the Mount of Olives as simi- 
lar to that historic event. 

The Lord is next pictured as coming in company with all the 
saints. This prediction is reminiscent of one made in ] d e  14. “And 
to these also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, lb- 
hold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones , . .” It is 
also quite similar to John’s description of Christ‘s coming in Rev&- 
t i 0 8  1:7, “Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they that pierced him; and all the tribes of rhe earth shall 
mourn over him.” Jesus Himself predicted in Matthew 2430, “. . . and 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the %XI of 
man coming on the clouds of heaven with power asnd great glory.” 

Such descriptions of the Lord in Scripture are always in associa- 
tion with Christ’s second coming. It is therefore unlikely that what 
Zechariah is presenting here is, as some have suggested, a metaphorical 
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description of the preaching of the gospel and the escape of some Jews 
by acoepting it in 30 A.D. 

IN THAT DAY (11) . . . Zechariah 1467 
RV . . . And it shall come to pass in that day, that theze shall not 
be light; the bright Ones shall withdraw themselves: but it shall be 
one day which is known unto Jehovah; not day, and not night; but it 
shall come to pass, that at evening time there shall be light. 

LXX . . . And it shall come to pass in that day that there shall be 
no light, and there shall be for one day cold and frost, and that day 
shall be known to the Lord, and it shall not be day nor night: but 
towards evening it shall be light. 

COMMENTS 
The descriprion is typical of many in which the day of Jehovah 

is pictured in the prophets. Isaiah said “Then the moon shall be con* 
founded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall ,reign in 
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously,” 
(Isuzhb 2423) and “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both 
with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall 
destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the 
tonstellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be dark- 
en ’his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to 
shine.” Joel stated “The sun and the moon shall 
be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.” (loel 3:15) 
Jesus’ own description was “Immediately ,after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and  the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of rhe heavens 
shall be shaken: And rhen shall appear the sign of the San of man in 
heaven: and rhen shall all the tribes of the eatth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the orher.” (Mattheu 24:29-31) 

On Pentecost Peter saw at least the beginning of this prediction 
being fulfilled in the coming of the Holy Spirit. Nothing that hap- 
pened on Pentecost, however, answers to the last two verses of Joel’s 
prediction, as quoted by Peter (cf. Acts 2:17-20). Perhaps here is a 
clue to the events described by Zechariah. The caming of the Holy 

(Is&& 13:9-10) 
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Spirit marked the beginning of the day of Jehovah (Acts 2:17-18). 
The happenings pictured by Isaiah, Joel, Jesus, and John marked its end. 

IN THAT DAY (12) . , . Zechariah 1453-12 
RV . . ~ And it shall come to p s s  in that day, that living waters shall 
go out from Jerusalem; half of them towad the eastern sea, and half 
of them toward the western sea; in summer and in winter shall it be. 
And JeWah  shall be King over all the eiwh: in that day shall Jehovah 
bq one, and his name one. All the land shall be made like the Arabah, 
from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; and she shall be lifted up, 
and shall dwell in her place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of 
the first gate, unto the corner gare, and from the tower of Hananel 
unto the king’s wimnepresses. And men shall dwell therein, and there 
shall be no more curse; but Jerusalem shall dwell safely. And this 
shall be the plague wherewith Jehovah will smite all the peoples that 
have wmred against Jerusalem: their flesh shall consume away while 
they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in rheir 
sockets, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 

LXX . . . And in that day living water shall come forth out of 
Jerusalem; half of it toward the former sea, and half of it toward the 
latter sea; and so shall it be in summer and spring. And the h d  
shall be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be m e  Lord, 
and his name one, compassing all the earth, and the wilderness from 
Gabe unto Remmon south of Jerusalem. And Rama shall remain in its 
place, From the gate of Benjamin to rhe place of the first w e ,  to the 
gate of the corners, and to the tower of Anameel, as far as the kin’s 
winepresses, they shall dwell in the city; and there shall be no more any 
curse, and Jerusalem shall dwell securely. And this shall be the over- 
throw with which the Lord will smite all the nations, as many as have 
fought against Jerusalem; their flesh shall consume away while they 
are standing upon their feet, and their eyes shall melt out of their holes, 
and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 

(Acts 2:19-20) 

COMMENTS 
(Vems 8-9) If the Day of Jehovah (vme I) did begin on Pente- 

cost (see above on ZecbarMh 146-7) and the violence described in 
144-7 are to occur a t  rhe end of it, the present wse is w i l y  identifi- 
able with Jesus’ statement to the Samaritan wamatll in John chapter 
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four. “Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that drinketh of 
this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall become in him a well of water springing up unto e t w d  life.” 
This living water did indeed flow east and west from Jerusalem as 
repentance and remission of sin began to be preached in the whole 
world, beginning from Jerusalem. 

In the end of the day in which the living water began to flow, 
the Lord shall be king over the whole earth. 

God has always been king over the whole earth. In the end He 
will be universally ,recognized as what He has always been. Evidence of 
His universal reign is to be the abolishing of false gods. Zechariah 
has already informed us that this would happen in the holy land. In the 
end it will happen throughout the earth. That it has by no m e n s  
happened yet proves further that Zechariah‘s prediction remains to be 
completely fulfilled. 

(Verses 10-11) Geba . . . the name literally means a hill- was 
located on the notthern border of the land of Benjamin. (cf. l o s h  
31:17, cp. I Kings 15:22) Rimmon, meaning pomegranate, was situated 
south of Jerusalem, in Judah. It was rebuilt following the Babylonian 
exile. ( 6 .  joshzla 1.5:32, 19:7) 

It seems that the phenomenon which is to split the Mount of 
Olives, opening a new valley, will also cause other topographical changes 
in the-vicinity of Jerusalem. Geba and Rimmon marked the northern 
and southern limits of post-exilic Judah. The mountain ridge thus 
occupied is pictured here as sinking ,to form a plain above which 
Jerusalem is lifted up or exalted. 

Zechariah speaks of Jerusalem as it appeared in his own day. The 
gate 95. Benjamin was on the north and is probably to be identified with 
the gate of Ephriam (cp. I1 Chronicles 25:23, Nehemiah 8:16, 22:39) 
The tower of Hananeel still stood while the first gate seems to h v e  
been destroyed, since he speaks of its “place” rather than the gate itself. 

(Verse 11) During this cataclysmic upheaval, the city itself will be 
untouched. Those in i t  will be safe. 

(Verse 12) Those who are arrayed against Jerusalem at the time 
of the upheaval will shortly thereafter be smitten by a plague. The 
description of those struck by it is appalling. The only thing like it so 
far seen an earth was seen at Hiroshima and Nagasaki! If what we 
are rdding here is the symbolic description of a final war on earth, the 
weapons for it are already in the arsenals. 
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I N  T H E  S E C O N D  D A Y  14: 13-19 
IN THAT DAY (14) . . . Zechariah 14:13-19 

RV , . , And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great ltumulr 
from Jehovah shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every me 
on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up against the 
hand of his neighbor. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the 
wealth of all the nations round about shall be gathered togerher, gold, 
and silver, and apparel, in g m t  abundance. And so shall be the plague 
of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of the 
beasts that shall be in those camps, as that plague. And it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is Imeft of all the narbns that came against 
Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, Jehovah 
of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, thav 
whoso of all the families of rhe earth goeth not up  unto Jerusalem to 
worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there shall be no rain. 
And if the family of Egypt go 'not up, and came not, neither shall it 
be upon them; there shall be the plague wherewith Jehovah will smite 
the nations that go not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. This shall 
be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of a11 the nations that 
go not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

LXX , . . And there shall he in that day a great panic from the Lord 
upon them; and they shall lay hold every man of the hand of his 
neighbour, and his hand shall be clasped with the hand of his neighbour. 
Juda also shall fight in Jerusalem; and God shall gather the strength of 
all the nations round about, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great 
abundance. And this shall be the overthrow of the horses, and mules, 
and camels, and asses, and a11 the beasts that are in those :amps, 
according to this overthrow. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall be left of all the nations that came against Jerusalem, shall even 
come up every year to worship the king, the Lord Almighty, and to 
keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
of all the families of the earth shall not come up  to Jerusalem to wor- 
ship the king, the Lord Almighty, even these shall be added to the 
others. And if the family of Egypt shall not go up, come; then 
upon them shall be the overthrow wirh which the Lord shall smite all 
the nations, whichever of them shall not come up to keep the fmt of 
tabernacles. "his shall be the sin of Egypt, and the sin of all the 
nations, whosoever shall not come up to keep the &st of tabernacles. 
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_-.  14: 13-19 - Z BC H A BLAH 

COMMENTS 
(Verse 13) The result of the previously described cataclysm and 

plague is consternation. Mutual lack of trust seems to run amuck. Each 
one lays hold of the hand of his neighbor and raises up his own hand 
against him. 

(Verse 14) Judah (the Jews) shall also fight at Jerusalem in that 
hatever has been taken' in the pillage descri'bed in Zechariah 

14.1 -2 will be returnled, and more beside. 
(Verse 15) The plague which strikes the nations gathered against 

Jerusalem shall also smite the animals. The law said that, if an entire 
city became polluted by idolatry, not only the people but their animals 
were to be destroyed (cf. Dezdtwolzomy 8:15). Here the justice of God 
fulfills His law against the pagan people who have attacked His holy 
city. 

(Verse 16) The result of God's judgement is to be repentance. 
Those left of those who warred against Jerusalem now turn and wor- 
ship her King. 

The feast of the tabernacles commemorated the pilgrim life of the 
Jews during their years between the Red Sea and the Jordan. It 
celebrated not only entrance into rhe promised land, but the lessons 
learned through forty years of desert wandering during which an entire 
rebellious generation, died. The nations who "have at last learned, as 
Israel gf old, the consequence of rebellion against God will keep the 
feast which commemorates that learning experience. 

(Verse 17) If any nation fails to keep the feast of tabernacles, the 
result wilI be drought. Lack of rain soon turns the richest land ta 
waste. The withholding of water as a means of chastisement has Q long 
history in the Old Testament. (cf. Amos 4:7, 1 Kings 18:9-16, 289.) 

(Verses 18-19) Egypt is singled gut for special treatment should 
she refuse to keep rhe feast. This nation, whose history in ancient times 
was as mterwoven with that of the Jewish nation as it is today, has 
had more first-hand experience of the power of God at work imn His 
people than anyone else. 

Drought was no threat to Egypt through the withholding of rain. 
It virtually never rains in Egypt anyway. Therefore, should Egypt fail 
to repent and keep )the feast, .she will suffer a special plague. Just what 
that plague will be is not s t a d .  

Ultimately the plague visited upon unrepentant Egypt is to be 
shared by all nations which refuse to keep the feasr. 
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I N  T H E  S E C O N D  D A Y  14:20,21 

IN THAT DAY (15) (16) , . . Zechariah 14:20-21 
RV . . . In thar day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLY 
U"rQ JEHOVAH; and the pots in Jehovah's house shall be like the 
bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall 
be holy unto Jehovah of hosts; and all they that sacrifice shall come 
and take of them, and boil therein; and in that day there shall be no 
more a Canaanite in the house of Jehovah of hosts. 

LXX , , . In rhat day there shall be upon the bridle of every l ime  
Holiness to the Lord Almighty; and the caldrons in the house of the 
Lord shall be as bowls before the altar. And every pot in Jerusalem, 
and in Juda shall be holy to the Lord Almighty: and all that sacrifice 
shall come and take of them, and shall seethe meat io rhem: and in 
that day there shall be no more Chanaanite in the house of the Lord 
Almighty. 

COMMENTS 
Finally, everything in Jerusalem is inscribed with HOLWESS 

UNTO T'HE LORD, from the bells on the horses of the trade caravans 
to the pots in the temple. The utensils in the houses will share this 
inscription. The artificial distinction betmen the scared and the seculat 
will be broken down and everything, even the most commonplace things, 
such as kitchen utensils will be recognized as sacred lbecause all of life 
is sacred. 

There will be no more Canaanite in the land. Thm who were 
the first enemies of God's people in His land, whose heathen gods were 
the filrst to turn Israel from Jehovah are no more. 

Chapter XLII-Questions 

In the Second Day 
1. Chapter fourteen deals almost exclusively with 
2. Eschatology may be defined simply as 
3. Do scholars generally agree on the meaning of' this chapter? 
4. Discuss the two extreme views of pre and post millenialists 

5 .  One can never be and be dogmatic a h t  
eschatology, especially when it is written in apocalyptic form. 

in regard to Zechariah' fourteen. , . '  
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6. In the study of eschatology we are deprived of a very useful 
tool in the interpretation of prophecy isn general. What is 
that tcwl? 

7. Review the meaning of “a day of Jehovah” in chapter iorty- 
one. 

8. In the day of Jehovah described in Zechariah fourteen the 
of Jeyusalem is to be divided in her midst. 

9. Half &e population of Jerusalem is to be 
10. Why does the Roman occupation of Jerusalem ‘not fit the 

description here? 
11. List the events of Zechariah 

a. In that day (10) 
b. In that day (11) 
c. In that day (12) 
d. In that day (13) 
e. In that day (14) 
f. In that day (15) 
g. In that day (16) 

12. Describe the present setting of _the Mount of Olives 
13. The division of the Mount of Olives would provide an easy 

14. The events here are compared to an historic earthquake in 
the days of 

15. The description of the Lord in company with all the saints 
always refers to 

16. What other prophets described the day of the Lord in terms 
similar to those used here by Zechariah? 

17. Peter saw at least the beginning of the fulfi lhmt of a 
similar prediction by Joel in 

18. God has always been king over the whole earth. 
In  the end He will be 

19. Locate Geba and Rimmon. 
20. What other topographical alterations accompany the splitting 

21. Who will be safe during these catclysmic events? 
22. Describe the plague which is to came upon those arrayed 

23. What--is the result of this plague? 
24. Whaz Jewish feast is to be celebrared by all the nations? 

-. 

of the Mount of Olives? 

against Jerusalem. 

What is its significance? 
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25. W , h t  is to be the consequence if any nation fails to keep the 
feast? 

26, Why is Egypt here singled out for special punishment should 
she fail to keep the feast? 

27. Finally the inscription i s  to be seen on 
everything in Jerusalem. 

28. Explain the significance of this inscription appearing on such 
diverse items as altar umsils and cook pots in the home. 

29, Who were the Canaanites? 

. . *  
> . .  

, 
. .  
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MALACHI 
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M A L A C H I  - .  - 

OUTLINE OF MALACHI 
Superscription .‘ . . 1:l 
I. Denunciation of unfaithfulness . . . 1:2-2:16 

A. God loves Israel , . . 1:2-5 
B. The unfaithful priesthood . . . 1:6-2:? 

The coming day of the Lord . . . 2:17--4:3 
A. The Lord will send His messenger to pepare far His day . . . 
B. If the people will return in devotion to God, He will yet bless 

them. .  . 3:7-12 
C. When the day comes, true worshipers will be spared . . . 

3:13-4:3 

, C. God despises infidelity . . . 2:1@16 
11. 

2: 17-3 :6 

Conclusion 
Remember. . . 4:4-6 

CHAPTER XLIII 

INTRQDUCTIQN 
Jewish tradimtion says that prophecy continued forty years under 

the second temple, and this prophet (Malachi) they call the seal of 
ppo@wcy, ‘because in him the series or succession of prophets broke off. 

The traditioaal Christian view is that Malachi is rhe link between 
the: &d and New Covenants. Tertullian called him “the shirt and 
boundary of Christianity.” 

The authenticity of this writing is established by refierences to it 
in the New Testament. (eg. Matthew ll:lO, 17:12, Murk 1:2, 9:11, 
12, Lake 1:17, Romam 9:13) 

Malachi’s exact d&te we do not know, but it is probably about 460 
B.C. Some have placed it ,as lare as 424 B.C. 

The remnant had returned from Babylon in 538 B.C. Haggai and 
Zechariah had suoceeded in getting them to rebuild the temple in 520- 
516 B.C. Ivn 457 Ezra had lent his assistance to Jewish national restora- 
tion. Fifteen years later in 444 B.C., Nehemiah had rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

In all, about a century had lapsed since the return horn captivity. 
There was no mesurgence of the idolaory which had driven their fathers 
into such punishment, but indifference and lack of real commitment 
were the order of the day. The laxity of the ‘priests in te,aching and en- 
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D E N U N C I A T I O N  O F  U N P A I T H P U L N B S S  1:l 
forcing thie law was evidenced in the people’s lack of support of the 
temple services. Unaicceptalble sacrifice of the worst rather than the 
first of rheir flocks were h m g h t  to God. Tithes went unpaid and 
the practice of intermarrying with Gentile women again reared its ugly 
head. (cp. EZW 9) 

In this state the coming of the Messiah for Whom they waited was 
in reality a threat rather than a promise. 

W e  do not know the name of the author of this l a a  Old ‘Iiesta- 
ment writing. The word Malachi means “my nzessewgdJ and is the 
name of the writer’s function. It is suggested that he is called Malachi 
because of his emphatic prediction of a personal Messiah. The rerm 
“Malachi” is actually translated “my messenger” in 3:l. 

This primary prediction of rhe book (3: l )  is applied to John the 
Baptist, also the Messiah’s messenger. (cp. Mutthew l l : l O J  Mwr;t! 2:2, 
Lake 7:17, Matthew 17:10-12, Mark 9:11-12, h k e  1 :16-17) 

Most commentators point Out that Malachi’s prophecy coincided 
with the first period of Daniel’s seventy weeks (cf. D m k l  9:24). Thus 
the emphasis upon him as the Messiah’s messenger seems fitting. 

MALACHI’S MESAGE . . . 
Malachi’s cenwal concern is for fidelity to the covenant. (See the 

Covenant Theme in the Prophets, chapter 111.) The priests have cor- 
rupted the worship which was designed to perpetuate covenant cmscious- 
ness among the people. The men are marrying foreign women and so 
opening the door to idolatry as had Solomon of old. 

In refuring this evil, Malachi rises to one of the heights of Old 
Testament prophecy in describing the purpose of the covenant in the 
ultimate worship of God among the Gentiles. His references to God 
as Father, the ideal priest, and the blessings of true obedienlce are 
equally striking in their Messianic Overtones. He  further clarifies, ,“the 
Day of the Lord,” and points to the forerunnier oif rhe Messiah. 

It is no doubt for these reasons that Malachi immediately precedes 
the New Testament in our English versions of rhe Bible, 

Thte next word from Jehovah to His people is John’s preaching. 

CHAPTER XLIV 

DENUNCIATION OF UNFAITHFULNESS 
SUPERSCRIPTION . . . Malachi 1: 1 

RV . . . The burden of the word of Jehovah to Israel by Malachi. 
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1:l-5 M A L A C H I  . .- 

LXX . . . The burden of the ward of the Lord to Israel by the hand 
of his messenger. Lay it, I pr,ay ydu, to heart. 

,COMMENTS ’ 

-. 

Malachi begins with the prophet’s usual claim to inspiration, “:the 
burden of the word of Jehovah.” The message is to Israel. 

The term “Israel” appears four times in Malachi. (l: l ,  15 ,  2:16, 
and 4 4 )  There can be little doubt that its use in this context is 
dtesigned ro underscore the covenant relationship of the people to 
Jehovah. (See review of the use of “Israel” in Chapter IV, comments on 
M h h  1 :5) 

The, message will first convince, then comfort; first discover sin, 
then reprove it. It will reach its climax in the promise of Him Who 

GOD LOVES ISRAEL. , . Malachi 1:2-5 
RV . . . I have loved you, saith Jehovah. Yet ye say, Wherein hast 
thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacobs brother? saith Jehovah: yet I 
loved Jacob; but Esau I hated, and made his mountains a desolation, 
and &aye his heritage to the jackals of the wilderness. Whereas Mom 
saith, W e  are beaten down but we will return and build Ithe waste 
places; thus saith Jehovah of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw 
down; and men shall call them The border of wickedness, and The 
people ,against whom Jehovah hath indignation for ever. And youlr eyes 
shallusee, and ye shall say, Jehovah be magnified beyond the border of 
Israel, 

is to take away sin. \ 

LXX . . I have loved you, saith the Lord. And ye said, Wherein haa 
thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacobs brother? saith the Lord: yet I 
loved Jacob, and hated Esau, and laid waste his borders, and made his 
hert‘fage as dwellings of the wilderness? Because one will say, Idumea 
has been overthrown, but let us return and rebuild the desolate places; 
thus saith the Lard Almighty, They shall build, but I will throw down; 
and they shall be called The borders of wickedness, and, The people 
against whom the Lord has set himself for ever. And your eyes shall 
see, and ye shall say, The Lord has been magnified upon the borders of 
Israel. 

COMMENTS 
In these verses Israel is charged with being insensible to God‘s love. 

To ovencome this insensitivity, He says emphatically, “I have loved you.” 
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D E N  U N C I A T I O  N 0 F U N F A I T H  F U I. N B S  S 1:2-5 

It i s  not rhe first time He has declared His love, (cp. Jeremiah 31:3-4) 
All of His dealings, from the initial establishment of the covenant, have 
been the result of this love. 

In answer to the anticipated question “Wherein hast thou loved us?” 
Jehovah answers specifically in terms of His preference for Jacob over 
Esau. 

The Jews were prone to think of themselves as superior to other 
races. Hene God reminds them He has shown His love to them, not 
just in preference to other races, but in preference over those of their 
own race. Jacob and Esau were twin brothers, yet God established His 
covenant with Jacob, father of all Israelites, rather than with Esau, 
father of the Edomites. “I loved Jacob . . . I hated Esau.” 

God does not, of c?urse, unequivocally, hate any man os race of 
men. (cf. Acts 10;34, 35) This starement must be kept in, comext. It 
is in contrast to His great love for His covenant people that His love for 
others seems hatred by comparison. Much in the same vein, Jesus de- 
mands that we “bate” father, morher, brorher, sister, wife and even self. 
(Lzlke 14:26) We know He does not want us to literally hate anyone, 
(cp. Matthew 5;43-48) Neither does He hate anyone, exoepting in 
comparison to His love for His chosen people. 

The evidence of His preferential love for Israel wer  Mom is 
pictured in contrast of Edom’s homeland to the “land flowing with 
milk and honey” into which He led His people. Edom lies southeast of 
the Dead Sea in the Arabian desert. Its capital, Petra, was cut out of 
solid red limestone cliffs. The surrwnding area is desolate and barren. 

Paul set upon the contrast between Jacob and Esau in establishing 
God‘s love for His covenant people. (Romalzs 9:13) The apostle points 
out the contrast is not between two nations per se, for “they are not 
all Israel rhat are of Israel.” (Rwza.ns 9;G) The real contrast is between 
the covenant people and the noncovenant people for “this is a word of 
promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a. son. And not 
only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our 
father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The 
eldet shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated.” (Ronzmzs 9,923) 

Since it was His promise to redeem all mankind rhat was the 
heart of His covenant, His preferential treatmiem of Israel is ultimately 
evidence of His love even for Edom! 
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1:6--2:9 M A L A C H I  
- .- __- 

Nevertheless, in the years before Christ, He could p i n t  with 
justification to His treatment of His people in comparison to others as 
evidence of His love. 

ISRAEL IS UNFAITHFUL . . . Malachi 1:d-2:9 
RV . . . A SOD honoreth his father, and a servant his masber; if then, 
I am a farher, whereis mine honor? and if I am a master, where is my 
fear? saith Jehovah of hosts unto you, 0 priests, that despise my name. 
Amnd ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted 
bread upon mine altar. And ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? 
In that ye say, The table of Jehovah is contemptible. And when ye 
offer the blind for sacrifice, it is no evil! and when ye offer the lame 
and sick, it is no evil! Present it now unto thy gmernor; will he be 
pleased with thee? or will he accept thy person? saith Jehovah of hosts. 
And now, I pray you, entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious 
unto us; this hath been by your means: will he accept any of your 
persons? saith Jehov,ah of hosts. Oh that rhere were one among you that 
would shut the doors, that ye might not kindle fire an mine altar in 
vain! I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, neither will I 
accept an offering a t  your hand. For from the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the 
Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and 
a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the Genriles, saith 
Jehovah of hosts. Bur ye profane it, in that ye say, The table of Jehovah 
is pol!uted, and the fruit thereof, even its food, is contemptible. Ye say 
also, B'ehold what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith 
Jehovah of hosts; and ye have brought that which was taken by violence, 
and the lame, and the sick; thus ye bring the offering; should I accept 
this at y m  hand? sairh Jehovah. But cursed be rhe deceiver, who hath 
in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacarificeth unto the Lord a 
bledished thing; for I am a great King, saith Jehovah of hosts, and my 
name is temible among the Gentiles. And now, 0 ye priests, this 
commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it 
to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith Jehovah of hosts, then will 
I send the curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings; yea, I have 
cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will 
rebuke your seed, and will spread dung upon your faces, even the dung 
of your feasts; end ye shall be taken away with it. And ye shall know 
that I have sent this commandment unto you, rhat my covenant may be 
with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. My covenant was with him of life 
and peace; and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared 
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me, and stood in awe of my name. The law of trurli was in his mouth, 
and unlrighteousness was not found in his lips; he walked with me in 
peace and uprightness, and turnled many away from iniquity. For the 
priiest’s lips should keep Itnowledge, and they should seek the Jaw at 
his mouth; for he i s  the messenger of Jehovah of hosts. But ye are 
turned aside out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble in the 
law; ye have corrupted the covenam of Levi, sairh Jehovah of hosts. 
Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the 
people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have had respect 
of persons in the law. 

LXX . . . A son honours his father, and a servant his masrer: if then 
I am a father, where is mine honour? and if I am a master, where is 
m y  fear? saith the Lord Almighty. Yet the priests are they that despise 
my name: yet ye said, Wherein have we despised thy name? In that 
ye bring to mine altar polluted bread; and ye said, Wherein have ye 
polluted it? In that ye say, The table of the Lord is polluted, and that 
which was set thereon ye have despised. For if ye bring a bIind victim 
for sacrifices, is it not evil? and if ye bring the lame or the sick, is it 
not evil? offer it now to thy ruler, and see if he will receive thee, if 
he will accept rhy person, saith the Lord Almighty. And now iintreht the 
face of your God, and make supplication to him. These things have been 
done by your hands; shall I accept you? saith the Lord Almighty. Be- 
cause even among you the doors shall be shut, and one will not kitndle 
the fire of mine altar for nothing, I have no pleasure in  you, saith 
the Lord Almighty, and I will not accept a sacrifice at your hands. For 
from the rising of the sun even to the going down thereof my name 
has been glorified among the Gentiles; and in every place incense is 
offered to my name, and a pure offering: for my name is great among 
the Genriles, saith the Lord Almighty. But ye profane it, in that ye say, 
The table of the Lord is polluted, and his meats set theteon are despised. 
And ye said, These services are troublesome: therefore I have utterly 
rejected them with scorn, saith the Lord Almighty: and ye brought in 
torn victims, and lame, and sick: if then ye should bring an offering, 
shall I accept them at your hands? saith the Lord Almighty. And cursed 
is the man who had the power, and possessed a male in his flock, and 
whose vow is upon him, and who sacrifices a corrupt thing to the Lord; 
for I am a great King, saith the Lord Almighty, and my name is 
glorious among the nations. And now, 0 priests, this commandment is to 
you. If ye will not hearken, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give 
glory to my name, saith the Lord Almighty, then I will send forrh the 
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curse upon you, and I will bring a curse upon your blessing; yea, I will 
curse it, and I will scatter your blessing, and 
you, because ye lay not this to heart. Behold, I 
and I will scatter dung upon your faces, the 
will carry you away a t  the same time. And y 
sent this commandment to you, that my covenant might be with the 
sons of Levi, saith the Lord Almighty. My covenant of lifie and peace 
was with him, and I gave it him that he might reverently fear me, and 
that he might be awe-struck at my name. The law of truth was in his 
mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked before me 
directing his way in peace, and he turned many from unrighteousness. 
For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the 
law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lord Almighty. But 
ye have turned aside from the way, and caused many to fail in follow- 
ing the law; ye have corrupted thle covenant of Levi, saith the Lord d- 
mighty. And I have made you despised and cast out among all the 
peopk, because ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in 
the law. 

COMMENTS 
God‘s love and faithfulness to His covenant people stands in stark 

contrast to their unfaithfulness to Him. They neither fear Him as a 
master nor honor Him as a father . . . and their priests are the chief 
offenders. 

The severe reproof of the priests is a just one. They have profaned 
thle holy things of God with which they were intrusted. It was their 
sin that was leading the pmple to be unfaithful. 

They rook His name in vain, not by pronouncing it in profanity, 
but ,6y offering unacceptable sacrifices to him. They are accused of 
polluting the altar, 

When they deny the charge, saying, “Wherein have we polluted 
thee?”, Jehovah‘s answer is “In that ye say the table of Jehovah is 
contemptible.” 

The term “bread of God” is synonymous with “sacrifices to God” 
(Leuiticm 21:8), so we should not think here uf the table of shew- 
bread, but of the sacrificial flesh offered upon the alm. 

The priests have declared the table of God contemptible by sanc- 
tioning the offering of skimpy and blemished sacrifices. The sacrificial 
animals Darius, and no doubt his successors had provided Israel as a 
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vassal state were kept to replenish their own flocks and only the culls 
were brought to God. 

Such cheap religion is less than worthless, it  is an ,affront to1 God. 
The law said such animals were not to be offered as sacrifice (cp. 

Leviticzls 22:17-2S, Der.wrolzonzy 15,421) yer the priests addressed here 
saw no harm in it. 

The governor appointed by the Gentile emperor would not eat the 
meat they offered to God, yet they presented it as an act of worship 
and said, “it is not evil.” 

Their real error in offering blemished sacrifices lies in the fact 
rhat such animals could not do whar the sacrifices were designed to do, 
namely, typlify the ultimate Sacrifice, without spot or blemish. (I Peter 
1:lP) It was to keep this prophetic object lesson before the people that 
the temple had been rebuilt. It was to maintaia this constant covenant 
reminder in the eyes of rhe people that the sacrifices mast be made 
according to divine dilrective. A blemished animal could not possibly 
portend the coming Lamb of God, and without that portent the entire 
sacrificial system was meanicngless. 

The scathing irony of verse nine underscores this truth. Malachi 
challenges the unfaithful priests to try it, if they think such unacceptable 
sacrifices will win them the favor of God. 

The entire passage draws a vivid contrast between main’s religion 
and God’s sacrificial scheme of redemption. Men, in rheir neligicrus 
efforts to curry God‘s favor, always think of themselves as bringi 
something. The advent of the Christ, toward which the sacrificial system 
pointed, is the exact opposite. God was bringisng the Real Sacrifice to 
man. 

From the beginning God has not been served by men’s hands as 
though H e  needed anyrhing. (cp. Psa2m 10:1-12, Acts 17:25) In, de- 
manding the presentation of rhe very best of Israel’s flocks to be slain 
upon the altar, God intended that they learn something of the price He 
would pay far our redemption when He offered the ‘Choice Jewel of 
Heaven” on Calvary. If He were to tolecate a lesser offering, the whole 
point of the sacrifices would be missed. 

GOD DESPISES INFIDELITY . . , 
(Verse 10) Calvin points out that, in the temple, one priest was 

stationed at rhe doors of the court of burnt offerings for the express 
purpose of keeping out animals unfit for sacrifice. In this verse, God 
cries out in anguish for just one priest whose concern for God’s law 
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would cause him to shut the door against such blemished sacrifices as 
were being offered daily. It would be better to let the fires go un- 
kindled than to continue to desecrate the altar and mar the meaning of 
God‘s covenant by offering animals unfit to depict the coming Real 
Sacrifilce. Better none at all than these. (cp. lsduh 1:11-15) 

Since no such priest stood at rhe door, God would Himself refuse 
to accept their sacrifices. 

(Verse 11) This V@KSe is reminiscent of Paul’s attitude toward those 
Jews who rejected the preaching od the Gospel. (Acts 13:46) God, Who 
lives in eternity and so is much less pre-occupied with time than we, 
treats the acceptance of His Sacrifice by the Gentiles as an already 
accomplished fact. He Who knows the end hom the beginning is able 
of the very stones to raise up children to Abraham (Muttbew 3:Y). 
Other sheep He has which are not of this fold (Jobm 10:16). “For 
when the Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto them- 
selves . . . ” (Rowms 214)  and God is glorified. His name is, in fact, 
great among rhe nations. (cp. Isuiah 1 :I 1-1 5 )  

“Sacrifice,” in verse 11, is used figuratively as in Psalm 51:17, 
Hebrews 13:10,15,16 and I Peter 2:5,12, but the truth is that “in every 
nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepxed 
with Him.” (Acts 10:3j) 

(Verses 12-13) Whereas the ineffable name of God is thus 
glorfied among the nations who have not the law and are thus separated 
from”7the Messianic hope, foreigners in the commonwealth of Israel, 
oblivious of the promises of God and unawaue of any hope as yet 
(E$hesims 2:12), that same name is made a mockery among those who 
have for centuries been His covenant people. 

They offer to God what they would not eat themselves, and wen 
this is “a dtag,” irksome service! Isaiah had informed their fathers that 
it was God Who is wearied by such service and not thley. (Isuiab 

Meat taken by violence, ie. torn by animals, was not even lawful for 
human consumption, yet they offered it to God. (cp. Exoldas 22:31) 

(Verse 14) For “deceiver” here, read hypocrite. It was not poverty, 
as some pretended, which caused such niggardly sacrifices. It was gneed 
which placed personal gain above God‘s required service. They possessed 
“a male,” ie. such as required by law sacrifice, ye,t they offered God 
blemished animals. (cp. Leuiticzls 1:3-10) Even rhe Gentiles would be 
too fearful of God to do such things. 

43:22-f) 
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ESPECIALLY FOR PRIESTS . . , 
(2:2-2) Here begins a special decree for the priests of Israel who 

are the cause of Israel’s infidelity, “Minisbers,” Moore points out, “calflr 
not sin or suffer alone. They drag down others if rhey fall.” Thus does 
God, for the sake of His people, pronounce a curse on their unfaithful 
spiritual leaders. That which had been rheir special blessing as priests 
would become a curse. 

(Vlerse 3)  The maw of the socrificiai victims was, on feast days, 
the special food of the priests. ( D e w r o w m y  18:3) The stomach, or 
maw, was regarded as one of the choice delicacies. Instead of receiving 
this, God threatens to fling dung in their faces because of the defiled 
offerings from which it came, 

By law, the dung of the sacrifices was to )be carried outside the 
gate and disposed of. Because of the awful way rhe priests insulted 
God in the offering of blemished animals, they were to be carried 
with it. 

Whether the thlreat to f h g  dung in their faces and to carry them- 
selves to the dung heap is to be understood literdly or not, it leaves 
little doubt as to how much God dlespises those who make a sham of 
His services. They are to be banished from His presence. 

(Verse 4)  The reason for God‘s rebuke of the priiests is that the 
special priestly covenant which He had made with Levi, the priestly 
tribe, must be maint,ained. 

(Verses 5-9) Here Malachi describes the promises and conditions 
of the Levitical covenany, Levi’s former observance of this covenant, 
and the rewards of such observance. Over against these he sets the 
consequences of violating this covenant as rhese priests were doing. 

Formerly, God had bestowed life and prosperity upon Levi (the 
priestly tribe). On him God laid the duty of reverence. Iln return the 
priests had revered God and respected His name. They had given ,true 
instructions to the people and had spoken no injustice. ”hey had lived 
in accord with Him and in so doiing had turned many people from sin 
to God. Men then stood in respect of the priests and sought to harn 
from them because they recognized in them God’s messengers. 

The unfaithful priests of Malachi‘s time, in conmast, have left off 
the righteous practices of their predecessors. Instead of leading m y  
from sin to God, they have caused many to fall into sin. Whereas the 
former prifests of Levi had taken their special relationship to God very 
much to hewt, these have mated it as of no consequence. 

As a result, God will make them despicable in the eyes of the 
people. Because of their sinful lives and unjust application of the law 
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for favor (cp. Leuiticzu 19:15) the people would no longer respect 
them as a special class and their special privileges would cease. 

The principles underlying God's denunciation of rhe priests through 
Malachi merit our attention. We, as Christians,' are alT priests of God 
( I  Peter 2:9). As such, we enjoy blessings those outside of Christ never 
dream of. We, too, are charged to offer saorifices to God, holy and 
acceptgble (Romam 12;1-2). To do less is to make a mockery of His 
name before the world. 

If we do not offer ourselves as holy and acceptable sacrifices to 
God, we may be assured that our relationship to Him will bccome a 
curse rather than a blessing. Un-Christian men will be able to p i n t  
at us and say they have more fear of God than do we. We shall then 
be: stumbling blocks, leadisng them deeper into sin rather than teaching 
them God's trurh, for they will not heed the words of priests whose 
lives do not match their doctrines. 

GOD DESPISES INFIDELJTY . , . Malachi 2:lO-16 
RV . . . Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? 
why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, profaning 
the covenant of our farhers? Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an 
abomination is committed in Isr,ael and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath 
profaned the holiness of Jehovah which he laveth, and hath married 
thle daughter of a foreign god. Jehovah will cut off, to the man that 
doeth this, him that waketh and him that answereth, out of the tents 
of Jacob, and him that offereth an offering unto Jehovah of hosts. And 
this again ye do: ye cover the altar of Jehovah with tears, with weeping, 
and with sighing, insomuch that he regardeth nor the offering any more, 
neither receiveth it with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, Where- 
fore? Because Jehovah hath been witness between thee and the wife of 
thy youth, against whom rhou hast dealt treacherously, though she is 
thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did he not make 
one, although he had the residue of rhe Spirit? And wherefore one? 
H e  sought a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let 
none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. For I hate putting 
away, saith Jehovah the God of Israel, and him that covereth his 
garment with violence, sairh Jehovah of hosts; therefore take heed to 
your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. 

LXX . . . Have ye not all one father? Did not one God create you? 
why have ye forsaken every man his brorher, to profane the covenant of 
your fathers? Juda has been forsaken, and an abomination has been 
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committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Juda has profaned the holy 
things of the Lord, which he delighted in, and has gone after other 
gods, The Lord will utterly destroy the man that does these things, 
until he be even cast down from out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and 
from among them that offer sacrifice to the Lord Almighty. And these 
things which I hated, ye did: ye covered with tears the altar of rhe 
Lord, and with weeping and groaning because of troubles: is it meet for 
me to have respect to your sacrifice, or to receive anything from your 
bands as welcome? Yet ye said, Wherefore? Because the Lord has borne 
witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, whom thou hast for- 
saken, and yet she was thy partner, and the wife of thy covenant, And 
did he not do well? and there was the residue of his spirit. But ye 
said, What does God seek bur a seed? But take ye hwd to your spirit, 
and forsake not the wife of thy youth. But if thou shouldest hate thy 
wife and put her aw,ay, saith the Lord God of Israel, then ungodliness 
shall cover thy thoughts, saith the Lord Almighty: therefore take ye 
heed to your spirit, and forsake them not. 

COMMENTS 
(Verses 10-12) The special covenant 'which made priests of the 

tribe of Levi was not unrelated to the everlasting covenant which is 
the prophet's primary concern. The common father ,here (v. 10) is 
not God as some have said, but Jacob. The Lwites as well as the 
people were the children of Israel (ie. Jacob) 

Of all the nations on 'earth, they alone worshipped but one God. 
In any other nation the people professed varied loyalties to various 
household deities. 

Because all Israel, priests and people alike, stood under one COIV- 

enant before one God, unfaithfulness to one another constituted un- 
faithfulness to the covenant. And such abominable practioes were 
present, the prophet assures his readers, in all Judah and even in the 
holy city in the shadow of the temple. The holy rehtionship of the 
covenant was being violated in loving and marrying pagan women. 

The 
practice of intermarriage with foreign women had brought Baal wor- 
ship among the people and it was this which brought about the de- 
struction of the northern rribes as well as the captivity of the southern 
tribes. If it  again gained ascendance among the returned remnant, 
God's covenant purpose would indeed be in jeopardy. 

391 

(Verse 12) The words of verse twelve are not idle threat. 



. ... 2 : 1 2 Z 1 L 1 ~ ~  KA-L.AC-H-I-- 

To avoid this, God here threatens to cut off to the man, ie, on 
an individual basis, all who indulge in such practice. “Out of the tents 
of Jacob’ signifies sepafation from the people of the covenant. 

(Verse 13-a) This sin had once, since the return, been checked 
by Ezra (Ezrrs 9;lO). “This again 
ye do.” 

(Verse 13(b)-14) The covering of the altar with tears is symbolic 
of the weeping of wives who were being deserted for foreign women. 
These were Israelite women who were of the covenant people. Their 
abuse covered the altar ie. the covenant with tears. 

It was customary for such marriages, ie. “the wife of thy youth,” 
to be contracted when the parties were very young. Many were only 
thirteen or fourteen and their wives even younger. (cf. Proverbs 5:8, 
Isuidh 54:6) The couple was bound nor only by the covenant of mat- 
riage, bur by the even deeper relationship they shared as childwn of 
God‘s covenant. Those who, at later age, abandoned the wives of their 
youth to marry foreign women were not only breaking their own mar- 
riage vows, they were violating God’s everlasting covenant with Israel. 

(Verse 15) “Did He not make m e  . . . ” Malachi‘s argument here 
in deferenoe to rhis abandonment is similar to that of Jesus concerning 
divorce. God, in the beginning, made one male 
and one female, alrhough He had unlimited spiritual resources and could 
have made more of either. These two, male and female, are called 
olze ~l?ircun (humankind). (cf. Gelzesis 1:27) Malachi, as Jesus, under- 
stands this to indicate God‘s intent that there be one wife for each man. 

The prophet says the reason God established this unity is that He 
“sought a godly seed.” The modern concern of the sociologist for the 
effect of broken marriages upon the children (seed) of those marriages 
is well-founded. Eternity alone will reveal the ‘number of children who 
have turned from Gad because their fathers abandoned their mothers 
to marry pagan women! 

Every Christian father stands in covenant (relationship to Gad, as 
did those in Israel who were addressed by Malachi. Such a father d- 
ways jeopardizes his children’s relationship to God when he leaves the 
“wife of his youth” far another woman. 

“Therefore,” says Malachi, “take heed to your spirit, and let none 
deal treacherously against the wik  af his youth.” 

(Verse 16) “I hate putting away . . . ” Whatevet doubt may 
linger concerning God‘s attitude toward divorce is certainly dispelled 
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by this verse, Thce siiatement of His harred of the practice is accom- 
panied by His name Jehovah as God of the covenant peaple. It could 
not be more emphatic. 

A betuer trans- 
lation would be "Him that coverefh his doiolevce with a gmvaent," One 
commentator has suggested "rheir viojence is the putting iaway of their 
wives; the garment with which they try to cover it is the plea of 
Moses permission." 

The terminology of Genesis 20:16, Deuteronomy 22:30, Ruth 3:9, 
and Ezekiel 16:8 in which husbands and wives are each described as 
a covering for the eyes of the other would tend to indicate that the 
garmem here is the wife and the ciolence with which the giaxment is 
covered is the divorce. The thought in these passages is Ithat one's 
love for and marriage to one's wife should cover his eyes against the 
attraction of other women. 

Whatever the meaning of this idiomatic expression, it is obvious 
that Malachi is denouncing, in God's name, the practice of leaving a 
wife who is of the faith for another who i s  not of the faith, and de- 
nouncing divorce in general. 

"Him that covereth his gamzenfs with violence/' 

Chapter XLIV-Questions 

Denunciation of Unfaithfulness 
1. The pmphet-----is considered by Jewish tradition as 

the seal of prophecy. 
2. The traditional Christian view is that Malachi is the bridge be- 

tween the- -and the 
3. Malachi probably wrote about B.C. 
4. Malachi means - 
5, Malachi's prophecy coincides with the 

Daniel's seventy weeks. 
6. Malachi's central concern is 
7. Discuss the corruption of the priesthood as addressed by Malachi 

and show its effect upon the people. 
8. Why does Malachi immediately precedfe the New Testament in 

our English versions of the Bible? 
9. Outline the book of Malachi. 

be spoken by 

period of 

10. The next word from Jehovah to His people after Malachi would 
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CHAPTER XLV 

THE COMING DAY OF THE LORD 
THE LORD WILL SEND A MESSENGER TO PREPARE FOR HIS 

DAY . . . Malachi 2:17-3:6. 
RV . . . Ye have wearied Jehovah with your words. Yet ye say, 
Wherein have we wearied him? In that ye say, Every one that doeth 
evil is good in the sight of Jehovah, land he delighteth in them; or 
where is the God of justice? Behold, I send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me; and the Lard, whom ye seek, will 
suddenly came to his temple; and the messenger of rhe covenant, whom 
ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. But who can 
abide the day of his comicng? and who shall stand when he appeareth? 
for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and he will sir a6 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, 
and refine them as gold and silver; and they shall offex unto Jehovah 
offerings in righteousness, Then shall the offering of Judah and Jeru- 
salem be pleasant unto Jehovah, as in the days od ofld, and as in an- 
cient years. And I will come near to you to judgement; and I will 
be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and 
against the false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in 
his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn ,a,side the so- 
journer hom his right, and fear not me, saith Jehovah of hosts. For 
I, Jehovah, change not; therefore ye, 0 sons of Jacolb, are not consumed. 

LXX . . . ye that have provoked God with your words. But ye said, 
Wherein have we provoked him? In that ye say, Every one that does 
evil is a pleasing abject in the sight of the Lord, and he takes pleasure 
in such; and where is the God of justice? Behold, I send forth my 
messenger, and he shall survey the way before me; and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come into his temple, even the angel of the 
covenant, whom ye take pleaswe in: behold, he is coming, saith the 
Lard Almighty. And who will abide the day of his coming? ot who 
will withstand at his appearing? for he is coming in as the fire of a 
furnace and as the herb of fullers. He shall sit to melt and purify as 
it were silver, and as it were gold: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and refine them as gold and silver, and they shall offer to the Lord an 
offrering in righteousness. And the saorifice of Juda'h and Jausalem 
shall be pleasing to the Lord, according to the former days, and accord- 
ing to the former years. And I will draw near to you in judgement; 
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and I will be a swift witness against the witches, and against the adul- 
reressies, and against them that swear falsely by my name, and against 
them that keep back the hireling’s wages, and them t h t  oppress the 
widow, and afflict orphans, and rhat wrest the judgement of the stranger, 
and fear not me, saith the Lord Almighty, For I am the Lord your 
God, and I am not changed: 

COMMENTS 
WHERE IS THE GOD OF JUSTICE. . . v. 17 

Two things in the arguments of the priests wearied Jehovah. 
First, they considered evil to be good, so they declared it g o d  “in the 
sight of Jehovah.” 

They looked at 
the drought, crop failures and generally unprosperous conditions of Judah 
on the one hand, and on the other, the fact that the forms of the cere- 
monial law were being observed and concluded that God was slack in 
His justice, As we have seen, the qzlality of the sacrifices land the 
spirit in which they were offered put the lie to their arguments. 

Secotad, they said “where is the God of justice.” 

BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER.. , v. 1 
Here is God’s answer to their question, “where is the God of 

justice.” Suddenly the Lord will appear in the temple heralded by His 
forerunner. 

Isaiah had made a similar prediction. 
The New Testament applies Malachi’s prophecy to John the Bap- 

tist. (eg. Matthew 3:3, ll:lO, Maw2 1:2-3, Lake 1:76, 3 4 ,  7:26-27, 
Johlz 1:23) The obvious fulfillment of this promise in the baptist’s 
ministry would be difficult for any open-minded Bible studrent to 
overlook. 

The sudden appearance of the Lord mentioned here was inter- 
preted by the Rabbis as a dramatic )explosive visitation by which the 
Messiah would announce His presence. It was this popular expectation 
which the devil exploited in tempting Jesus to cast Himself from the 
pinnacle of the temple. To have done so would have won 
for Him instant accepta’nce as the Messiah on the basis of popular 

.’ though erroneous expectation. 
What more apt description 

could thepe be of Him Whose coming formed the heart of God‘s COV- 

enant promise? How fitting that the writer of Hebrews should intro- 
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duce his comparison of the Old and New Covenants with the argument 
for the superiority of the New based on the superiority of the Son 
over the prophets, [angels and Moses, who were the messengers of the 
Old. (cp. Hebrews 1:l-2:4) 

(Verses 2-6) “Who calz abide the d q  of His comilzg?” TheMessiah 
was coming but not to confirm the racial arrogance ar religious ex- 
clusiveness of rhese false Israelites. John will speak of Him, as orbe 
“whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly cleanse His thresh- 
ing-floor; and He will gather His wheat into the garner but the chaff 
He will bulrn up with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:12). 

Malachi here makes a like prediction. By a change of metaphors 
he describes the Messiah’s judgement first as fuller’s soap then as 
refiners fire. 

In this sense, soap and fire have one thing in cammon, both re- 
move, impurity. The entire ministry of the Messiah, including His first 
coming, the intervening age and His second coming, will purge the 
impurities from the people of God. Those whose profession is false, 
whose hope is based on false ambition and nationalistic exclusiveness 
will be removed from Israel. The remnant will be saved. 

This refining process is described by Zechariah as removing all 
but a third of those who call themselves Israel. 

(Verses 3-4) Since Malachi’s prirnauy concern is with false priests 
(see above on 1: lO- f f ) ,  he pictures rhe Messiah, in verse three, as ;il, re- 
finer sitting before rhe crucible in which the sons of Levi are pwged 
of those who are unfaithful so that they will offer to Jehovah offer- 
ings in righteousness. 

The offerings to the Christ are not the blemished animals of 
Malachi’s day. Rarhler they ,are to be “holy and acceptable unto God,” 
(cf. Romms 12:1, Hebrews 13:5, I Peter 2:5) as were those offered 

(Verses 5-6) They have asked “where is the God of justice.” (2:17) 
When Messiah comes they will have their answer. He will testify 
against the sorcerers (Acts 8:1, 13:6, Gdlatims 5:20) ,  against adul- 
terers (Mutthew 5 2 8 )  , against false swearers (Matthew 5:34,36), against 
those that oppress the hireling, the widows, the fatherless, and they 
that turn ,aside the sojourners (Matthew 25:31-46), and that fear not 
me (Matthow 10:26-28). 

Special notice should be taken of the inclusion in this list of priest- 
ly sins of “those that turn aside the sojourner.’’ ‘A sojourner was one 
of another land who was not a Jew. God‘s concern for all men, rather 
than just for the Jew, as stated in the covenant is apparent throughout 
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His dealings with the people rlzrough whom He purposed to Mess 
all men. 

(Verse 0)  It is a tragic error to assume that, because God has not: 
smitten the wicked, He has changed from a God of justice to one of 
easy-going tolerance. Malachi points out to his readers that God’s un- 
changing n a m e  is the only reason ihey were not thlemselves long since 
wiped out! 

Paul points our in Romans eleven (cf. o. 29) that God’s mercy 
toward even the covenant people finds its source in His unfailing 
faithfulness to His own covenant. 

Peter speaks to the same f,atal fallacy when he writes, “Rut for- 
get not this one thing beloved, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to Irepentance.” (I1 Peter 3:8-9) 

IF THE PEOPLE WILL RETURN I N  DEVOTION TO GOD HE 
WILL YET BLESS THEM . , . Malachi 3:7-12 

RV , , . From the days of youlr fathsers ye have turned aside from mine 
ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will re- 
turn unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall we 
return? But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? Ye are cursed with 
the curse; for ye rob me, even this whole nation. Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the store-house, that there may be food in my house, and 
prove ine now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
yow sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast its fruit before the time in the field, saith Jehovah 
of hosts. And all nations shall call you happy; for ye shall be a delight- 
some land, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

LXX . , . but ye, the sons of Jacob, have not refrained from the in- 
iquities of your fathers: ye have perverced my statutes, and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man insult God? 
for ye insult me. In 
that the tithes and first-fruits are with you still. And ye do surely 
look off from me,, and ye insult me. The year is completed, and ye 
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have ,brought all the produce into the store-houses; but there shall be 
the plunder thereof in its house: return now on this (behalf, saith the 
Lord Almighty, see if I will not open to you the torrents of heaven, 
and pour out my blessings upon you, until ye are satisfied. And I 
will appoint food for you, and I will not desbroy the fruit‘ of your 
land; and your vine in the field shall not fail, saith the Lord Almighty. 
And all nations shall call you blessed; for ye shall be a desicable land, 
saith the Lord Almighty. 

COMMENTS 
FROM THE DAYS OF YOUR FATHERS.. . v. 7 

When Stephen stood before the council and accused them with, 
“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears . . . as your f)athers 
did, so do ye,” (Acts 7 3 1 )  he was in good company. Malachi here 
levels the same charge against his readers. 

Just ,as their ancestors had turned aside from God‘s Ordinances to 
worship Baal, these were turning aside in making a mockery of the 
same ordinances. The withholding of tithes, the offering of blemished 
animals, the indulging in sorcery and adultery and false swearing while 
showing unconcern for human need by oppressing wage-earners, widows, 
orphans and non-Jews indicated theirs was a religion of form rarh’er 
than sincerity. The prophiet sees no advantage in this over the false 
religion which had brought on the Babylonian captivity. 

re is an eternal principle presented here which the modern 
church member cannot (afford to ignore. The observance of outward 
form and the passive abstention from false religion are a sham if done 
as these did them. The cheapening of the ordinances of God as they 
did ,in offering unacceptable sacrifices, or as is often done in present 
day’ churches by penny-wise and niggardly church budgets are no more 
advaneageous than false doctrine. The lack of any real concern for the 
poor, the abandoned, the downtrodden, that is frequently hidden under 
an annuaI Christmas basket, does not deceive Him Who knows the 
hearts of His people. 

The entreaty of God to such people to return to Him is fre- 
quently met today as in Malachi’s time (v ,  7) with a blank faced and 
feigned innocence expressed in “wherein shall we return?” 

(Verse 8-13) Malachi’s answer to this sham is “will a man rob 
God?” Whlen their response was again an assumed innocence ex- 
pressed in, “wherein have we robbed thee,” the prophet goes directly 
to the heart of the matter . . . Ifin tithes md offeriBgs.” 
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T H E  C O M I N G  D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D  3: 8-10 

That they could answer in such false righteousness after what the 
prophet has written in the preceding chapters about their unholy sac. 
rifices, is amazing. It is no more so than the assumed correctness 
of the “New Testament Christian” today whose sacrifices of himself 
is an hour or two an Sunday and whose giving of “tithes and offer- 
ings’’ consists of less than he spends for soft drinks and tobacco. 

“Ye are cursed with B curse because ye rob me” declares Malachi 
(v,  9) ,  Our own consciences may accept a cut-rate allegiance to God, 
but He  will not. The country parson who said, “Salvation is free but 
it ain’t cheap,” spoke the nrruth! 

There is a significant distinction drawn here between tithes and 
offerings. The law defined the first tithe as a tenth of all that was 
left &er the first fruits were paid. This tenth went directly to the 
Levites for their support. (Leviticw 27:30-33) A tenth was to be 
paid in turn to the priests. (Numbers 18:26-28) 

A second tithe was to be paid for the entertainment of the Levites 
and their own families at the temple, 

A third titlie was to be paid every third year for the welfare of 
the poor, etc. (Dezlterofzonzy 14:28) It has been estimated that the 
total tithes amounted annually to approximately 27% of one’s gross 
income. 

The offerings were in addition to the tithes. These consisted of 
nor less than 1/60 of one’s corn, wine, and oil (Deuterovomy 18:4, 
Nehemiah 13:lO-12). 

So rhe Israelite under the Old Covenant gave in three catekaries. 
(1) He sacrificed the first fruits of his fields and flocks ( 2 )  he tithed 
three times, first of all remaining after the sacrifices, second for the 
encertainment (expenses) of the Levites and thirdly for the sake of 
supporting the poor, and (3) he then gave an offering of at least, 1/60 
of all his grain, wine and oil. 

It was common, during the kan years, such as those which pre- 
vailed at the time of this writing, to neglect the tithes and offerings. 
Malachi, as we have seen, accuses his readers of also bringing much 
less than the first fruits for sacrifice. 

Jehovah’s challenge (’v. 10)  is to bring all the tithes (he whole 
tithe) into die storehouse and see if times do not change. Jesus would 
say, “seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.“ (cp. Mntthew 6:19-34) 

Here is the eternal principle of giving which continues from cov- 
enant to covenant. The support of the Lord’s wmk must come f i r s t  

(Dezlterolzomy 12:18) 

399 



3: 10-12 _ _ _ - - M d U C H I  _ _  

in the economic lives of His covenant people. He who gives only what 
he can afford has not given, at all! 

This passage, especially verses nine and ten, are frequently used 
to prove that one who does not give ten per cent of his income to the 
church is robbing God. Conversely, on the basis of thlese same verses, 
promises a e  frequently extended that “God will open the windows of 
Hieaven” to those who practice “store-house tithing.” 

Before one makes such accusations or promises ffom these verses 
it would be wise ro keep in mind several pertinent points concerning 
Mosaic tithing; ( 1 )  The tithes spoken of here had to do with the 
tithes of the fruit of the land, not wages pev se. (2) These words are 
directed specifically to Judah because of the neglect of the ordinances 
of the law. The tithe was a portion olf 
the produce of an agrarian society. (4)  The promise to “open the win- 
dows of heaven” has to do with rain which would end a drought and 
cause the land to again become plroductive when the people met the 
requirements of giving. 

The principle taught., which must be learned by Christians, is stated 
by Jesus, not as a command to count one dollar of every ten into the 
offering, but to put the kingdom of God before the material necessi- 
ties of life. (cf. Matthew 6:33) When this principle is applied to the 
giving of money, ten per cent seems a frightfully immature and inade- 
quate amount, especially when those who “had witness borne to them 
through th‘eir faith, (even though they) received not the promise . . . ” 
(Hebrews 11:39) were repired to give 27% of all they prduced on 
the la&l. 

(Verses 11-12) Upon their return to faithfulness in tithes and d- 
ferings, God promised to remove the blight from the land. Whatever 
was organically wrong with the crops would be corrected. They had 
robbed God (v. 8) from ‘the very first (u. 7). They were now cursed 
(v. 9) with drought (u, IO). The curse brought about by their dis- 
honesty had taken two forms, drought and locusts (v. 11). Their re- 
pentance would be the occasion of unmeasured blessing, blessing so great 
they would be the envy of surrounding nations. (Y. 12) 

 god's provisions are always more than adequate to those who are 
honest in their dealings with Him. 

WHEN THE DAY COMES, TRUE WORSHIPPERS WIU EE 
SPARED . . . Malachi 3:13-4:3 

RV . . . Your words have been stout againsr me, saith Jehovah. Yet 
ye say, What have we spoken against thee? Ye have said, It is vain 
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T H E  C O M I N G  D A Y  OF THE L O R D  3 : 1 3 4 : 3  

to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept his charge, and 
that we have walked mournfully before Jehovah of hosts? and now we 
call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are built up; yea, 
they tempt God, and escape. Then they that feared Jehovah spake one 
with another; and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book sf re- 
membrance was written befate him, for them that feared Jehovah, and 
that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah of 
hosts, even mine own possession, in the day that I make; and I will 
spane them, as a man spareth his own son That serveth him. Then 
shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked be- 
tween him that serveth God and him that serveth him aot. For, be- 
hold, the day comerh, it burneth as a furnace; and all the proud, and 
all that work wickedness shall be stubble; and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith Jehovah of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the 
sun or righteousness arise with healing in its wings; and ye shall go 
forth, and gambol as calves of the stall. And ye shall rread down the 
wicked, for rhey shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day 
that 1 make, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

LXX . . . Ye have spoken grievuus words against me, saith the Lord. 
Yet he said, Wherein have we spoken against thee? Ye said, He that 
serves God labours in vain: and what have we gained in that we have 
kept his wdinances, and in that we have walked as suppliants before 
the face of the Lord Almighty? And now we pronounce strangers 
blessed; and all they who act unlawfully are built up; and they have 
resisted God, and yet have been delivered. Thus spoke they that feared 
the Lord, every one to his neighbour; and the Lord gave heed, and 
hearkened, and he wrote a book of remembrance before him for rhem 
that feared the Lord and reverenced his 'name. And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord Almighty, in the day which I appoint for D peculiar pos- 
session; and I will make choice of them, as a man makes choice of his 
son that serves him. Then shall ye return, and discern between the 
righteous and the wicked, and between him that serves God, and him 
rhar serves him not, For, behold, a day comes burning as an oven, and 
it shall consume them; and all the aliens, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble; and the day that is coming shall set them on fire, 
saith rhe Lard Almighty, and there shall not be left of them root or 
branch. But to you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise, and healing shall be in his wings: and ye shall go forth, and 
bound as young calves let loose from bonds. And ye shall trample 
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the wicked; for they shall be ashes underneath your feet in the day 
which I appoint, saith the Lord Almighty. 

COMMENTS 
(Verses 13-15) Malachi cuntinues to list Jehovah’s grievances 

against the people. They needed to return and they feigned unaware- 
ness of any such need (v. 7). They robbed God, yet pretended not to 
be aware of the !robbing (Y. 8). They have spoken against God, and 
again prerended irnnocence (v, 13 cp. 2:17) 

The prophet continues to speak frankly, as he answers this latest 
question, “Ye have said, It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it 
that we keep his charge?” 

Such complaining is not uncommon among those who cannot un- 
derstand the spiritual nature uf God’s covenant. Those who see the 
covenant as a mercenary bargain, attend to outward observance i’n the 
hope of receiving material blessings. When such are not forthcoming, 
because they are at most incidental to God’s purpose in His people, 
such worshippers are always disappointed and prone to despair. 

God has never promised wealth to the faithful or poverty to the 
unjust. W e  manifest a gross ignorance of His nature and His love 
when we judge the worth of service to Him on such basis. 

The evidence of this misunderstanding on the p r t  of Malachi’s 
readers is s e n  in the last part of verses fourteen and fifteen. They 
equate their sacrifice of blemished animals ,anand the withholding of 
tithes and offerings out of concern for material necessities with “keep- 
ing His charge.” They equate pietly with walking “mournfully.” They 
mistake pride for real happiness and complain that the wicked are bet- 
ter off thain the rest. They accuse God, very subtly, of injustice he- 
cause the wicked “tempt God and escape.” 

(Verses 16-18) Rather than continuing to rebuke their lack of 
perception, Malachi turns to words of comfort. He assures them the 
faithful will not be forgotten. They will be spared who are G d -  
fearers, -and ultimately made to understand the real difference between 
the righteous and the wicked. 

A book of Iremembrance is being written he assures them, in 
which the names of the fairhful were being recorded (cp. Esthev 6) .  
In the day when Jehovah acts, they will be spared His judgment and 
beyond this, they will be revealed as Jehovah’s peculiar treasure. (cp. 
John. 3:18, I Betar 2:9) 
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T H E  C O M I N G  D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D  3:16--4:1 
Even in dark times there are those few who fear Him and so 

“speak,” ;,e, converse with one another about Him, 

THEY THAT PEARED JEHOVAH.. . v. 16 
Malachi foresees the repentance of some, though not all the peo- 

ple. They would speak with one another, No  doubt their speaking 
would concern the need for repentance, for genuine worship. As always, 
the feair of Jehovah would prove the beginning of wisdom for Jehovah 
would hear and remember. 

THEY SHALL BE MINE , . . V. 17-18 
Malachi’s covenant consciousness is evident here. It is hose who 

fear Jehovah and think on His name who are His people. No refer- 
ence is made to religious ritual or racial origin. 

Peter voiced this same conviction. Following the thrice repeated vis- 
ion which convinced him to go to a non-Jewish home with the gospel, 
and the resultant demonstration of God’s overwhselming approval of his 
action in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Peter exclaimed, “of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but in every na- 
tion he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to 
Him.” (Acts 11:34-3.5) Paul confirms this same truth in Romm 2:13, 
“For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of 
the law shall be justified.” 

Malachi would have his readers understand this truth. In the days 
of Jehovah His people will be those who really serve. 

BEHOLD, THE DAY COMETH . . . 4 :1  
The association of fire with the final judgement is a theme which 

runs throughout much of the Scriptulres. Daniel describes it vividly. 
(Duviel 7:9-10) The Psalmist sang of it. (Psdm 1:3) Peter affirms it 
at some length. (II Peter 3:7-10) 

Malachi promises that those who feel this fi,nal fire will be with- 
out hope of springing again to life. They will be without branch or 
root. (See Amos 2:9)) 

(Verse 2 )  The prophet does not, however, limit his vision of the 
coming day to rhat of doom. In contrast, he presents the effects of its 
coming on God’s people, On those who fe,ar His name the sun of right- 
eousness shall (rise with healing in its (His) wings.. 

Here is one of tbe most picturesque descriptions of the Messiah 
to be found in the Old Testament. To dissect it is to destroy it. Suffice 
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it to say, that as the sun is the light and source of l ik  to all the eakth, 
so rhe Christ is the light and giver of life to the true worshipper. 

In the warmth of this sun of righteousness, God‘s people shall be 
as mefree as calves playing in the sunlight. 

(Verse 3) When this day comes, and the wicked are punished by 
fire while God’s pesple a!re freed from all care, the question of 3:15 
will finally be answered. 

Jesus’ rehearsal of the fate of the rich man and Lazsurus is a fine 
illustration of rhis truth. (cf. Lzlke 16:19-ff) The unrighteous rich who 
lard it over the righteous poor will, in that day, find their situations 
completely reversed . . . eternally and completely. 

In oulr present day, when churches have become pre-occupied with 
dlleviating the temporal needs of men, regardless of their spiritual con- 
dition, and when making a ‘profit in business has become, to some, im- 
moral regardless of the good that may be done with such wealrh, the 
idea that the iniquities of this life will be rectified in the next is p m e  
to some. In the presence of this spiritual blindness, God‘s people dwe 
not lose sight of our obligation to be concerned for men’s temporal 
needs in Jesus’ name. (cf. Matthew 25:31-46, I Johlz 3:16-18) But this 
concern GUI, by no form of logc, negate the coming day of judgement 

Nor can such concern negate the fact rhat the injustices of wicked 
men who prey upon the righteous and deprive the weak obviously go 
unpunished here and now. Honesty, in business, is not always the “best 
policy” for ‘those whose chief purpose is personal gain. 

Just as surely as this is so, so does the justice of God demand a 
dayiT$’ reckoning. For those who come to Christ, the day of reckonilng 
was held on Calvary (Romms 3:25-26). For those who do not fear God, 
the time of reckoning is yet to come and it will. 

CONCLUSION. . . MALACHI 4:4-6 
i l l  

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded 
unto him in Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and ordinances. Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet befare thle great and terrible day of 
Jehovah come. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the chil- 
dren, and the heart of the children to thleir fathers; lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 

LXX . . . And, behold, I will send to you Elias the Thesbite, before 
the great and glorious day of the Lord comes; who shall turn again the 
heart of the father to the son, and the heart of a man to his neigh- 
bow, lest I come and smite the earth grievously. Remember the law 
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T H E  C O M I N G  D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D  4:4-6 
of my servant Moses, accordingly ms I charged him with it in Choreb 
for all Israel, even the commandments and ordinances. 

COMMENTS 
The Old Testament Scriptures close with a prophetic plea to God’s 

people to remember the law of Moses. It would be some four hundred 
years before Jehovah would speak again. In the interim, if they are 
to survive as His people, the law must be cemembered. 

Special attention is called to the statutes, that is those portions of 
the law dealing with religious ceremony. These ceremonies, as we have 
seen, were designed to keep visually aind tangibly before the people an 
object lesson of the coming Lamb of God. If they were to fall into 
disuse before He came, Calvary would indeed be hard to comprehend. 

Fortunately, they did not fall into disuse. During the Maccabean 
period and shortly thereafter (c. 160 B.C.), the party known ms rhe 
Pharisees came into being for the express purpose of maintaining the 
literal outward observances of the statutes governing the Mosaic cere- 
monies in worship. Regrettably the Pharisees became obsessed with the 
letter to the neglect of the spiirit of rhese observnces, but they did. 
quite significantly, preserve the form. 

In calling for remembrance of the law, Malachi does so in such 
a way as to provide the people one last term of its covenant meaning. 
The burden of the last Old Testament writer was delivered to a stiff- 
necked and rebellious people. They prided themselves on being Jehovah’s 
people, but he bluntly declared, “I have no pleasure in you, saith Je- 
hovah of hosts.” (Mukchi 1 : l O )  They phought they could play fast and 
loose with God, but Malachi reminded them of the greatness of Him 
with Whom they had to do, (Mulachi 1:14) In their faithlessness, Mal- 
achi reminds them of the covenant, and told them flatly they were 
breaking it. (Muluchi 2: l -9)  He despaired of the nation as a whole and 
of the race as a race. He foresaw the coming of a terrible day in which 
this proud and wicked peopbe would be utterly consumed. 

But the remnant would suirvive, made up of those who individu- 
ally feared Jehovah (Mulachi 4:2) and thought upon His name. That is, 
those who had come to understand the true character of the eternal 
God and His puirpose for all men. (Mduchi 3:lG) These faithful would 
be spared only becuzlse they hdd falfilled God’s covenuat conc2itions 
(cf. Exodzls 19:s-G) laid down on Mount Horeb (Sinai), Those who 
were so sp,ared would be God’s true Israel; all the rest were doomed. 
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Before rhe temible day of rhe Lord, Elijah would come to once 
more call the remnant. His purpose would be the reconciliation of those 
present at his coming with the covenant faith of their fathers. Elijah, 
perhaps more than any other prophet of the pre-exilic period, had pled 
for la return to rhe pure worship of Jehovah as implemenficd in the 
law. The second Elijah would have the same purpose. Unless this be 
done, there would be not even a remnant in that day and the whole 
earth, which Jehovah had striven to redeem, would stand under a curse. 
The word “curse” (Hebrew cherem) maans literally a bm, 

Just as ‘those Gentiles who had not the law and were ignorant of 
the covenant were without God and without hope in the world (6 .  
Ephteshtzs 2:12), so, if the remnant were not finally called in prepara- 
tion for the day of the Lord, the whole world would stand permanently 
alienated, banned forever from the presence of God. 

The Old Testament is continuous with thte New. The Bible is, in 
this sense, a sisngle book. The coming of Christ did not constitute an 
abrupt break, but a fulfillment. The method and purpose of Jesus is a 
continuation and fulfillment of the method and purpose revealed in the 
call of Abraham. The new factor is the personal presence of the Mes- 
siah. 

Malachi’s promise of Elijah’s coming is fulfilled in the ministry of 
John rhe Baptist. Jesus began where Malachi left off and comciozdy 
continued the work of the prophets. His ministry is understood only in 
light of God‘s plan to redeem all the world through a people prepared 
as the instrument of divine worldwide purpose. (cp. Lzlke 24:44-47 and 
E$hesirMzs 1 :23) 

Chapter XLV-Qnestions 

The Coming Day of the Lord 
1. What were the twa arguments of the wicked priests? 
2. What was God’s !answer to the questions, “Where is the God of 

3. The New Testament applies Maluch 3:l to 
4. Relate the rabbinic interpretation of this verse to Jesus’ temptations. 
5. What is meant by Malachi’s description of the Messitah as fullers’ 

6. When Messiah came He would testify against the , 

7. Comment on those “who turn aside the sojourner.” 

justice?” 

soap and refiinefs fire? 

, rand against 
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T H E  C O M I N G  D A Y  O P  T H E  L O R D  

8. Discuss the proposition that, because God does not immediately 

9. Note the similarity of Malachi 3:7-12 to Stephen’s defense (Acts 7)+ 
smire the wicked, He is no longer a God of justice. 

10, What is the eternal principle presented in these passages? 
11. How were Malachi’s lre,aders robbing God? 
12, What is the distinction between tithes and offerings? 
13. What were the first, second aind third tithes required by the Law? 
14. The offering consisted of not less than of one’s corn, 

wine and oil. 
15. The Israelites were commanded to give in thre categmies: ------, 

16. How does Jesus express the thought of Mdachi 3:10? 
17, Is this passage a valid proof text for modern “store house tithing?” 
18. List four pertinent points concerning Mosaic tithing. 
19. When the principles of stewardship presented by Malachi is ap- 

20. What is meant by the promise of Malachi that God would “open 

21, God‘s provisions are always adequate to those who 
22. Not only have Malachi’s readers robbed God, they have 

23. God has niever promised __ to the faithful nor 
to the unjust. 

24. The people equated the sacrifice of blemished animals and with- 

25. Abook of - 
26. To whom does “they shall be mine” (Mabchi 3:27-18) refer? 
27. Discuss Mahchi 327-1 8 in comparison to Acts 11 :34-35. 
28. Trace the association of fire with judgement, 
29. The sun of righteousness shall 
30. The wicked are to be punished by fire whik God’s people are 

31. Does the unequal distribution of wealth negate the necessity of 

32. The justice of God demands a 
33. The Old Testament closes with a plea to God’s people to ___ 

, and 

plied to modern giving, ten per cent seems. 

the windows of heaven?” 
’ 

holding of tithes and offerings with 
is being written. 

freed from 

righteousness? 

34. Why was it essential that the formal observance of the sacrificial 

35. The proud and wicked would be consumed but the 
system be preserved? 

would sucvive. 
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36. Who is the second Elijah? 
37. How is the New Testament continuous with the Old? 
38. What is the new factor in the New Testament not present in the 

39. The coming of Christ did not constitute an abrupt break but a 

40. Approximately how much time lapsed between Malachi and Jesus? 

Old? 
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