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Quiz
1. What feast of the Jews is referred to in 5 : 1 ? Give reasons
for your answer.
2, What does the identification of this feast have to do with
Jesus’ iiiiiiistry ?
3. Which pool of Jerusalem today is more likely to be the pool
of Bethesda?
4. Give 4 reasoiis why verses 3b and 4 are not a part of the
inspired record of John,
5. What measure of faith in Jesus Christ did this man have
before his healing ?
6 . Why did Jesus choose the Sabbath day to perform this
miracle ?
SABBATH CONTROVERSY

Text J:10-18
10 So the Jews said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath,

and it is not lawful f o r thee to take u p t h y bed.
1 1 But he answered them, He that made me whole, the same
said u n t o me, Take u p thy bed, and walk.
12 They asked him, Who is the man t h a t said u n t o thee, Take
pp thy bed, and walk?
1 3 But he t h a t was healed knew not who it was; f o r Jesus had
conveyed himself away, a multitude being in the place.
14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, a n d said unto
him, Behold, thou a r t made whole: sin no more, lest a worse
thing befall thee.
15 The man went away, and told the Jews t h a t i t was Jesus
who made him whole.
16 And for this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he
did these things on the sabbath.
17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh even until
now, and I work.
18 For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill
him, because he not only brake the sabbath, b u t also called
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
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Queries
a. Why did the Jews ask the man about his Healer?
b. W h a t prompted the man to tell the Jews that Jesus
healed him ?
c. W h a t does Jesus mean by the word working in verse

17?

Paraphrase
But the Jews told the man that had been healed over and over
again, Today is the Sabbath day and it is not permissable according to law for you to take up your stretcher. T h e man answered,
T h e Man Who made me well, that Man spoke authoritatively and
told me, Lift up your stretcher and walk. The Jews asked him,
Just W h o is this fellow Who told you to take up your stretcher
and walk? But the man did not know Who his benefactor was,
for Jesus had quietly slipped away unnoticed because there was
a great crowd there. Afterwards Jesus finds the man in the
temple and says to him, Look! You are well, stop sinning lest
a worse thing come upon you. The man went away and said to
the Jews, I t is Jesus of Nazareth who made me well! Now
because of this th,e Jews stalked Jesus to persecute Him because
H e was doing these things on the Sabbath. But Jesus replied, My
Father is working even now on the Sabbath and therefore I also
am working. O n account of this the Jews were more determined
to kill Him because H e not only violated the Sabbath traditions
but H e also said God was His own unique Father, making Himself equal with God.

Summary
T h e Jews discover that Jesus healed the man and also cornmanded the man to break their Sabbath traditions. They increase
their hate and determination to kill Jesus, for H e has made Himself equal with Jehovah God.

Comment
Sabbath laws are legislated in Exodus 2O:lO; 23 :12; 31 :12-17;
Jer. 17:21 (cf. also Neh. 13:15). An example of punishment for
Sabbath breaking is found in Num. 15:32-36. Rabbinical tradition said one who inadvertently carried a burden on the Sabbath
could sacrifice for his sin. But wilful disobedience brought interdict and death by stoning. These Jews cared not a bit that the
man had been re1iwed)of his long and helpless condition. As we
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have commented before ( 3 :1), the Pharisees liad added iiiaiiifold
aiid ricliculously impractical regulatioiis to Sabbath-keeping laws,
Their ptirpose, of course, was to iiialte a systeiii of iiieritorious
law-keeping, hoping thereby to attain righteousness. Mercy aiid
love upon a hopelessly ill iiiaii was beside tlie point with them
soiiieoiie liad broken the Sabbath traditions aiid lie must be punished, Jesus told the Pharisees later that they neglected tlie
esseiitial matters of the Law such as justice, and mercy, aiid faith
(cf. Mt. 23 ~23-24).
The man did not even so much as know Jesus’ iiaiiie. But
verse 11 gives us insight into tlie iiiaii’s attitude, The Jews have
attacked liiiii for violating the Sabbath, but tlie iiiaii points out
to the Jews that tlie Man who healed him liad told liiiii to take
tip his bed. It is not that the mail is seeltiiig to lay tlie blaiiie 011
Jesus, but he thinks tlie Jews ought to see that if a Mali was able
to miraculously heal him, that same Man ought to be able to give
coiiiiiiaiids concerning the Sabbath I
Contemptuously, in verse 12, the Jews asked tlie iiiaii, “Just
Who is this fellow that told you to pick up your bed?” Tlie Jews
uiidoubtedly ltiiew who tlie “Healer” was. They probably asked
His name to get legal testiiiioiiy to use against Him later. W h o
else TWS traversing Palestine healing the sick aiid restoring sight
to tlie blind 7 The rulers of the Jews were not above reverting to
deceit I
But the iiiaii could not answer (v. 13), for Jesus had silently
glided froin the midst of tlie great multitude gathered there. T h e
word exc~zeuseii conies from a Greek word wliicli iiieaiis to swim,
glide, float, Tlie crowd was tlie reason for Jesus’ departure. T h e
Lord’s action here certainly shows that His priiiiary iiiissioii was
higher tliaii the mere healing of every iiifiriii body. Notice also
from this instance that Jesus is able to heal even when tlie person
does not know Him as Christ.
The present tense of the verb finds in verse 14 seeiiis to indicate that Jesus was looking for tlie iiiaii. Now we see His higher
purpose for this man - the healing of tlie iiiaii’s soul, Most
coiniiieiitators think this verse iiidicates the man’s illness was
due to his previous sinful life. All sickness, however, is not the
result of personal sin ; but iiiuch sickness can be logically and
scientifically traced to indulgence and immorality. Jesus uses
tlie present tense again (continued action tense) when H e says
“DO not continue siiiiiiiig.” Jf this iiiaii now wilfully contiiitles

-
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in sin something worse than thirty-eight years of infirmity will
befall him - he will be lost forever in the abyss of Hell to suffer
eternal and excruciating punishment.
There are two views as to the nian’s running t o the Jews upon
discovering Jesus’ name: ( a ) The man sought to clear himself
with the authorities, H e felt if Jesus had the power to heal, H e
also had authority to issue commands to break the Sabbath traditions, T h e man may have been referring the Jews to Jesus
in all innocence. H e could not defend his actions, but Jesus could!
(b) H e was ignorant of their intense hatred and determination to
kill Jesus and unwittingly betrayed Jesus. Whatever the situation, the man’s actions must have conformed to the purposes of
Jesus for H e did not chastize the man.
T h e antagonism of the Jews toward Jesus really began in 2 :13,
and was fanned by His increasing popularity in 4:l. But now it
turns into a white-hot hate. They stalk Him like wild beasts of
prey (indicated by the verb ediiokon) Henceforth they will pursue
His every move, seeking occasion to trap Him and do away with
Him (cf. Mk. 2 :23-3 :2).
Jesus’ answer (v. 17) definitely shows His recognition of
Sonship early. In performing this work of mercy on the Sabbath,
H e is merely doing what His very own Father-God is continuitlg
to do each day of the week (Sabbath included). T h e Father
causes the rain to fall, the sun to shine and the grain to grow on
the Sabbath as well as on Monday or Friday. Jesus, being equally
a part of the Godhead, works also on the Sabbath. What a strange
paradoxical contrast ! The Jews, by placing legalistic prohibitions
against work on the Sabbath, put a heavy yoke of meritorious
work upon the necks of the people which they were not able to
bear. Jesus, on the other hand, by doing works of mercy and
love, found the genuine rest and peace in doing the will of the
Father! As the Pharisees understood it, man was created to be
a keeper of Sabbath laws -Jesus knew the truth that the Sabbath was made for man (cf. Mk. 2:27).
Give the Jews credit for more intellectual honesty than some
of our modern “scholars.” The Jews at least understood Jesus’
claim of equality with God, and they saw the alternatives. Either
Jesus was telling truth and must be worshipped as God, or H e
was a blasphemer worthy of death. Some of our modern “DOCtors of Divinity’’ would have us believe Jesus’ claims for equality
with God to be a philosophy evolving from the second century
church.

.
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The word equal in this verse coiiies froiii the Greek word
ism. The Anglicized form of this word is used in the English

laiiguage as a prefix iiieaniiig equal, Thus, ail isosceles triangle
is a triaiigle with two equal sides. Paul used the same word (ism)
in Philippiaiis 2 :6 where Jesus, “existing in the foriii of God,
counted not the being 011 an equality with God a thing to be
grasped , , ,”

Quiz
1. What does the Law of Moses legislate coiiceriiiiig the Sabbath ?
2. Why would the niaii think Jesus had authority to coiiimand
him to take up his bed 011 the Sabbath ?
3. What was Jesus’ liiglier purpose in seeking the man in the
temple?
4. How does the Father “work until iiowJJ?
5. What is the difference between Jesus’ view of the Sabbath and
, the view of the Jews ?

THE DEITY S T A T E D

Text 5:19-23
19 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily, verily,
I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, b u t w h a t
he seeth the Father doing: for what things so ever he doeth,
these the Son also doeth in like manner.
20 For the Father loveth the Son, a n d showeth him all things
t h a t himself doeth: and greater works than these will he show
him, that ye may marvel.
21 For as the Father raiseth the dead arid giveth them life,
even so the Son also giveth life to whom he will.
22 For neither doth the Father judge any man, b u t he hath
given all judgment unto the Son;
23 that all m a y honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.
He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father t h a t
sent him.

Queries
a. What are the “greater works’’ of verse 201
b. T o whom does the Son give life?
c. What is the significaiice of lioiioritig the S o n ?
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Paraphrase
So Jesus answered the Jews, sayihg, I tell you truly, T h e Son
is not able to do anything of His Own accord, but He does only
those things which H e sees the Father doing; for whatever the
Father is doing, these things also the Son is doing in like manner.
The Father loves the Son and discloses to the Son everything
which H e Himself is doing; and the Father will disclose greater
works than these which you have just seen. I l e will disclose
these greater works to the Son in order that you may be caused
to wonder. Just as the Father raises the dead and makes them
live, so also the Son gives life to whomever H e wills. Furthermore, the Father judges no one ; but H e has given all the prerogatives of judgment unto the Son in order that all men may honor
and worship the Son just as they honor and worship the Father.
T h e man who does not honor and worship the Son does not
honor and worship the Father Who sent the Son.

Summary
Jesus claims equality with the Father, and bases His claim
upon His power t o give life and His authority to judge.

Comment
Jesus’ answer to the Jews’ accusation that H e makes Himself
equal to God is “Yes, absolutely yes.” His answer is a tremendously daring claim that H e does exactly what God does. H e said
much the same in 5 :30 ; 7 :28 ; 8 :28 ; 14 :lo, and already implied it
in 5:17. Unless He sees the Father doing something, H e does
not do it. Although H e is on earth, Jesus is aware constantly of
what the Father wishes to have done, and H e fulfills only what is
the Father’s will (cf. Mt. 11 :27; Jn. 8 :29). Whatever Jesus
does emanates from the Father. When, therefore, the Jews
attacked Him for breaking their Sabbath traditions, they were in
reality declaring war on God. Notice here that the Son sees all
that the Father does ; in the next verse (v. 20), the Father shows
the Son all that He is doing. There is absolute harmony and
oneness.
Verse 20 shows the active part of the Father in this relationship. T h e Father is not passive - H e does not merely allow
Jesus to discover what H e can of the Father’s will, but the Father
discloses His will to the Son. Jesus then tells His enemies of the
greater works the Father will show them. If the Jews are aston-
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islied at tlie healing oi a helpless invalid, they will be caused to
woiicler even more at tlie greater works to come. What are these
greater worlcs ? Soiiie think ( a ) Jesus refers only to tlie general
resurrection aiid judgiiieiit ; (b) others, that H e speaks of specific
resurrectioiis, e.g., Lazarus, tlie widow’s soli, etc,, plus tlie final
resurrection of all atid the judgment ; ( c ) still others, that H e
refers to the raising of tlie spiritually dead, tlie raising of the
Iiodily dead, and tlie judgment. Tlie last interpretation seeiiis to
be more coiiipatible with tlie entire context. I t is interesting to
note tlie proiiiise of Jesus to tlie disciples (Jii. 14 :12) that they
shall do even greater works than Christ in IHis e, M y ministry.
Did not their tremendously fruitful labors in giving life to dead
souls overshadow tlie Lord’s restoring life to mortal bodies ?
H o w caii making dead souls live be greater than restoring life
to mortal bodies ? When Christ seeks to give life to tlie spiritually dead, they are able to exercise their wills aiid reject life.
But in tlie filial bodily resurrection, 012 will be fitted with bodies in
which to spend eternity whether they desire them or not - tlie
saved unto eteriial bliss, tlie disobedient to eteriial coiideiiiiiatioii.
Tlie emphasis of verse 21 is on ascribing to Jesus equal power
with God to “iiialte alive” (as tlie source of life). T h e Israelites
ascribed to Jehovah’s being tlie source of life, especially having
tlie power to raise tlie dead (cf. Deut. 32 :39; I Sam. 2 :6). Jesus
is simply claiming again to be equal with Jehovah God. T h e
eiiipliasis of this verse is iiot on any particular resurrection of
tlie dead, but upoii tlie astouiidiiig claiiiis of Jesus. Not only lias
Jesus tlie power to give life, but IHe also exercises tlie prerogative of arbitrary choice. H e will give life to whomsoever IHe
desires. In tlie light of tlie entire New Testament revelation we
know that Jesus desires to give spiritual life to all who trust aiid
obey Him. It is not tlie Lord’s will that staiids in tlie way of any
iiiaii’s eteriial destiny, but iiiaii’s owii stubborn will (cf. Jii. 5 :40)
Tlie Father lias also relegated to tlie Son all tlie prerogatives
of judgment (cf. Jii. 3:17; Mt. 25:31-46). If tlie Soli lias authority to establish the church, to legislate its terms of eiitraiice aiid
its sustaining ordinances, H e necessarily judges all who refuse
His church. All who are iiot receiving life through His ltiiigdoiii
are necessarily coiideiiiiied by their refusal (cf. Jii. 3 :18),
Verse 23 s e e m to be tlie cliiiiax to this particular context.
First, there is tlie statement that tlie Father aiid Soli are equal
in Person ; second, tlie claim substantiated by equality of works ;
now, tlie result - equality of honor, To honor is to do homage
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to, to reverence, to worship. Jesus is God! This was pointedly
directed toward the unbelieving Jews, but every professing
Christian ought to etch these words upon his heart ! Any person
professing to follow the One True God must also reckon with
this very plain demand. This must be the test of every religious
profession and practice, whether by individuals or organizations.
Any that d o not honor Jesus Christ as Lord are dishonoring God,
and are condemned by this verse. Those who do not worship
Jesus Christ do not worship God at all. Jesus Christ is A L L or
nothing! H e cannot be followed as a mere humaii teacher, nor
esteemed even as a prophet commissioned by God , . . He must
be exalted and worshipped as Creator, Redeemer and Judge.

Quiz
1. H o w does Jesus claim deity here?
2. Give three interpretations of “greater works” (v. 20).
3. How is making dead souls live greater than restoring life to
physical bodies ?
4. Name two prerogatives which the Father has given to the
Son.
5 . Does amy person honor God if he does not worship Jesus? ,
6. Cali a Christian coiiscientiously belong to any organization
which refuses to honor Jesus Christ as Lord?
7. Explain your answers to questions 5 and 6.
POWERS INHERENT I N THAT DEITY

Text $:24-29
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, H e that heareth my word,

and believeth him t h a t sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh
not into judgment, b u t hath passed out of death into life.
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; aad
they t h a t hear shall live.
26 For as the Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to the
Son also t o have life in himself:
2 7 and he gave him authority t o execute judgment, because
he is a son of man.
28 Marvel not at this: f o r the hour cometh, in which all t h a t
a r e in the tombs shall hear his voice,
”
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29 and shall come forth; they have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.

Queries
a, Will the believer be exeiiipt from appearing at the
judgiiienl ?
b. How niaiiy resurrections are spoken of here?
c. What is meant by “lie is a son of man”?

Para$ brase
I tell you truly, The one wlio hears and obeys iiiy Word and
trusts and obeys the Father wlio sent me, does even now possess
eternal life. Such a one will not incur tlie penalty or sentence of
judgment, but lie has already been translated out of the state of
eternal separation from God into the glorious state of eternal
,life with God, Again, I tell you truly, the time is coming and has
already arrived when the spiritually dead shall hear and obey
the voice of tlie Son of God, and those who hear and obey shall
be made spiritually alive. For even as the Father is tlie eternal
source of Life, so H e has also given to the Son to be the eternal
source of Life. The Father has given tlie Son authority to execute
r
judgiiient because H e is partaking of human nature. You should
not be amazed at these clainis, for the time is coming when all
those who are in their graves shall hear His voice and they shall
come forth; those that have done good unto the resurrection of
eternal life with God, and those that have done worthlessly or
uselessly unto a resurrection for sentence and condemnation,
8,

Suiiziizary
Jesus clainis power to give eternal life to any who believe.
He further c l a i m power to resurrect and judge tlie dead - both
believer and non-believer. The believer will live eternally present
with God ; the unbeliever will be condemned to eternal banishment
from God.

Comment

.

Those who will hear Jesus’ teaching and obey His W o r d
(14:15) may have eternal life. Although Jesus does not use tlie
word obey here, obedience is implied in tlie word a k o w (hear).
I f one truly hears Jesus, one will obey His voice ( c f . Jn. 10:14,
16, 27). The one who believes in Jesus must also accept His deity
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- that H e came forth from the eternal Father. H e was sent from
God in a unique manner, H e was, in fact, God incarnate.
There are tremendous implications in this verse (24). The
man who trusts in Jesus enough to keep His Word will not come
into condemnation. In other words, the Christian is even now in
a state of eternal life. H e is restricted, to be sure, having t o dwell
in an earthly tabernacle (cf. I1 Cor. 5 :l-8; Phil. 1521-24), but
he enjoys a present salvation. The believer (from the moment of
his acceptance of the gospel) passes out of the state of a living
death (Jn. 3 :18) into a present condition of eternal life restricted
only by flesh, time and space. But when this mortal shall have
been changed, he will put on immortality and incorruption (cf.
I Cor. 15 :42-58). The man who persists in unbelief is, even while
physically alive, in a condition of separation (death) from God,
and this condition, persisted in beyond physical death, becomes
permanently fixed (Lk. 16 :26).
This verse excuses no one, not even the sanctified, from the
general resurrection and appearance before the judgment seat
of Christ. All of God’s creatures will be there (cf. I1 Cor. 5 :9-10;
Rom. 14:lO; Acts 17:30-31; Rev. 2O:ll-15, etc.) Saved and
unsaved alike will be there, but the saved will be clothed in
Christ’s righteousness and under no sentence of condemnation
(Rev. 3 5 , 1 8 ; Rom. 8 : l ) .
T h e reader of this section of Scripture must be careful, for
Jesus speaks of a spiritual resurrection as well as a bodily resurrection. Many scholars take the spiritual regeneration (Titus 3 :5 ;
Jn. 3:l-8, etc.) or the new birth to be the first resurrection, and
the future resurrection of the body to be the second resurrection.
How is it possible for a man to be dead while physically alive?
What is a spiritual resurrection? Notice that the prodigal son
was said to have been dead when separated or alienated from his
father, but alive upon his repentance and return to the father’s
house (Lk. 15 :32). The Gentiles were said to have been dead
while living in an unregenerate condition (Eph. 2 :1 ; 5 :14) but
made alive in Christ. Thus, the one who has sinned (and all have
sinned, Rom. 3 2 3 ) has incurred the sentence of God upon sin,
which is death or separation from God W h o is the only source
of life. The sinner is, in reality, dead - alienated from God, (cf.
h a . 59:2; Ezek. 18:4, 2 0 ; Rom. 6:23). But, as Jesus says in
verses 24 and 25, the time has come that all who are spiritually
dead may hear His voice, obey it and be quickened (macle alive)
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from tlie dead, Notice the following comparison :

First X c s ~ ~ w e c t i (Spiritual)
~ii
Joliii 5 :24
Time has come when the dead shall hear the voice
of tlie Son of God . . and live aiid iiot come into
condemiiation.
Revelation 20 :5b-6
This is tlie first resurrection, Blessed is lie that liath
part in tlie first resurrection ; over these the second
death liath no power.
Secoiid Resurrecfioii (General, Bodily)
John 5 :28
Time is coniiiig when all who are in toiiibs will
hear His voice and come out - the good unto
resurrection of life - evil unto resurrection of
condemnation.
Revelation 20:13-15
Aiid tlie sea gave up the dead that were in i t ; and
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them : aiid they were judged every iiian according
to their works. Aiid death and Hades were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, even
tlie lake of fire. And if any was not found written
in tlie book of life, lie was cast into the lake of fire.
Verse 26 is a coiitiiiuation of the preceding thought. Just as
the Father is inherently tlie source of all life, so also is tlie Son.
The Son has been sent to reveal tlie way of life eternal. Iiicidentally, in so doing He demonstrated Himself also, through
miracles, to be the source aiid regulator of all that is alive iii the
physical creation.
Verse 27 has been tlie subject of various interpretations.
There is no disagreement over tlie fact that Jesus is spoken of
as “a $011 of iiiaii,” or that Jesus has tlie authority to judge. But
tlie commentators cannot agree upon tlie iiieaiiiiig behind , .
“lie is c( son of man.” The absence of tlie definite article (tlie)
before “soii” perplexes them. The verse does iiot say “because
lie is the son of iiiaii.” Below are tlie three iiiaiii iiiterpretatioiis :
( a ) Jesus has been given the authority to judge because H e is a
son of iiiaii - “soli of iiiaii” being a Messianic title (cf. Dan.

.
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7:13; Mt. 12:8; Mk. 8:31; Lk. 2127; Rev. 1:13, etc.). This
would be synonymous with “the Son of man.” (b) Jesus has been
given the authority to judge because H e appeared in human form,
presented the gospel, and necessarily judges all who reject His
message. By his appearance among men in man’s form, men were
caused to stumble and to think His claims absurd. Thus H e
judges because H e is a son of man. “The eternal love condemns
110 one because he is a sinner; . . it leaves it to men t o judge
themselves through rejection of the Saviour who is presented to
them.” Expositor’s Greek Testament. (c) Jesus has been given
the authority to judge because H e was born man and partook
of man’s nature, was tempted as man, yet without sin, suffered
the limitations and weaknesses of flesh, and is able therefore to
judge justly and mercifully. The last interpretation harmonizes
more perfectly with other New Testament teachings (cf. Phil. 2 :91 1 ; Heb. 2:13-18; 4:14-16). If our High Priest must be taken
from among men, so must our Judge (cf. Heb. 5 :1-10).
Jesus speaks next (v. 28) of the universal resurrection of
saved and unsaved - the bodily resurrection where departed
souls will be reunited with new bodies. H e not only has power
to supply spiritual life and authority to judge, but H e also claims
power to raise the actual dead unto new bodies fitted for eternity.
The Jews were told to stop marvelling that H e claimed to be able
to impart spiritual life and to judge, for the day would come
when H e would raise their dead ancestors by the power of His
voice. When that day comes, they will no longer reject His
claims - then every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father (cf. Phil. 2:lO11) - but too late for some I
Then (v. 29) will all men be given a body prepared for their
eternal destination. Then will the saints be pronounced f‘not
guilty” because they have appropriated to themselves the atoning
blood of Jesus. Then they will be dwelling‘in God’s eternal
tabernacle (cf. Rev. 21 :l-4).
It is interesting to note the word evil is the Greek word phaula
which means worthless, vain, .useless, and not necessarily “immoral” or “vile.” The saved are those who have, by faith, done
righteous and profitable works of truth. The condemned are
those who have, by unbelief, done worthless, vain and unprofitable
works of darkness. How careful one must be t o occupy himself
with works that are profitable and glorifying unto God1 Even
“worthless” and “idle” words will be judged (cf. Mt. 12 :36).

.
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The Greek word k h i s (judgiiieiit) can mean either tlie activity or process of judgment, or the condemnation and punisliiiient
that follows tlie process. I t is evident froiii the light of other
Scriptures that the word iiieaiis punishment in both verses 24
and 29, for while the saints will appear before the judgment seat
of God, they will not suffer the punishnient.
The Bible reveals that tlie judgiiieiit will be:
a. Uiiiversal (Roiii, 14:lO; I1 Cor. 5 :lo, etc.),
11, Iiidividual (Roiii. 14:12; I1 Cor. 5 :lo, etc.).
c, According to the New Testament (Jn. 12 :48;Roiii.
2 :2, 16).
d. According to niaii’s works (Roiii. 2 :6; I1 Cor. 5 :lo;
Rev. 20:12, 13).
e. As certain as the resurrection of Christ (Acts 17:31).

Quiz
1, How does the believer enjoy a present salvation?
2, How is it possible for a niaii to be “dead” while physically
alive ?
3, What are the first and second resurrections ?
4, State briefly three interpretations of “because he is a son of
man,”
5, Which resurrection does Jesus refer to in verse 28-29?
6, What is another definition of “evil” as used here?
7. Name at least 5 characteristics of the future judgment.
JESUS’ O W N WITNESS

Text 5 ;30-32
3 0 I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my
judgment is righteous; because I seek not mine own will, but
the will of him that sent me.
3 1 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.
32 It i s another that beareth witness of me; and I know that
the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.

Queries
a. What makes Jesus’ judgment righteous ?
b. Why would Jesus’ witness of Himself not be true?
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Paraphase
1 a m not able to act strictly from My Own will, but as I hear
directly from the Father, so I decide and act, because I have no
desire to please Myself ; My only aim is to act according to the
will of the Father Who sent Me. So if I testify to Myself and
My Own glory, apart from the Father, then My testimony is
untrue. There is Another Who is testifying concerning Me, and
I know that His testimony is true.

Summary
Jesus and the Father are absolutely One, and thus Jesus’
judgment is righteous. H e is therefore bound to testify to His
own deity, or be untrue.

Comment
Jesus, in verse 30, re-states the fact of His oneness with the
Father, as H e had previously declared it in verse 19. The reason
His judgment is righteous (just, infallible, perfect) is that H e
sees what the Father does, and the Father shows Him all things.
As Wescott points out, Jesus’ judgment is absolutely just because
H e has no regard for His own will in any judgment, but H e
abides altogether within the will of the Father. Human judges
often do not know how to judge justly. They may at times seek
their own will or let their emotions rule instead OB that which is
just and right. Not so with the Son. H e is omnisicient.
There are a iiuiiiber of interpretations for verse 31 : ( a ) The
sentence should be interrogatively punctuated . . . “If I bear witness concerning Myself, My witness is not true?” ( b ) “If I
should testify t o My Own deity without other witnesses, My
testimony would not be according to Mosaic law, therefore, I
adduce the following witnesses . . ,” (the Father, John the Baptist, the Scriptures, etc.), ( c ) “If I bear witness to Myself, My
witness is not true in your estimation.
I t is more in harmony with the context, however, to assume
that Jesus is making another clainT to Oneness with the Father in a negative sense . . “If I should testify to Myself as doing
these works independently of God I would be a liar, for I can of
Myself do nothing, etc. . . ,” The Jews had given indication that
they expected Him to disclaim any equality with God (cf. 5:1718), but this He could not do and remain true!

.
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John 5 :31 aiid 8 :14 have been ridiculed for years by untliiiilcing critics as “contradictions in the Bible.” T h e critics, as
usual, take Jesus’ words out of context aiid interpret them, havjng already decided beforehand what I-Ie says. A careftil study
of the two passages in their respective contexts will show that on
both occasions I-Ie affiriiied exactly the same thing f roiii opposite
angles,
5 :31
My witness is untrue if given independently of God.

8 :14
My witness to Myself is true because 1 and tlie
Father are One in lciiowledge and will.
I n verse 32 Jesus is expressing His confidence in the witness
of Another, This other One is even His Father, God. Jesus
briefly introduces tlie Father as His witness liere, and later (v.
36-37) elucidates. Jesus will rest I-Iis case upon the testimony of
tlie Father, which tlie Father is coiitiiiuing to witness through
signs a i d wonders. When the Father bears witness to Jesus’
deity, there can be no question - one can o ~ l gaccept the testimony, or reject it and judge oneself.

Quiz
1. Why is Jesus’ judgiiieiit absolutely just?
2. How should verse 31 be interpreted?
3. Does John 5 :31 contradict John 8 :14 ? Explain.
4. What is the significance of verse 32?

JOHN THE BAPTIST’S W I T N E S S

Text 5 ;3 3 - 3 S

1
I

,I
I

3 3 Ye have sent unto John, and he hath borne witness unto
the truth.
34 But the witness which I receive is not from man: howbeit
I say these things, that ye may be saved.
3 5 He was the lamp that burneth and shineth; and ye were
willing to rejoice for a season in his light.

Queries
a. Why does H e not receive witness ironi m a n ?
b. How did they rejoice in the Baptist’s light?
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Paraphrase
YOLIyourselves have sent unto John, and he has testified the
truth concerning me. Although I am not dependent upon mere
man f o r witness, I ani telling you these things in order that you
might accept John’s witness and be saved. John ‘was the lamp
that was burning and shining’to guide you to the Way, and you
were willing for a time to bask yourselves in his light.

Summary
Since they stumble at His self-witnessing, H e refers them
to John the Baptist’s witness that they might be led to accept
Him.

Comment
They had, indeed, sent unto John asking him of his preaching
(1-19), and John confessed to the truth ( 1 :20,26,29, 35, 36, etc.)
that Jesus was the Son of God. John also testified that Jesus
and the Father were one ( 3 :31-36),
On the other hand, Jesus did not need any mortal to take
the witness stand on His behalf. H e could call upon divine witness. Yet, because of the hardness of their hearts and their
spiritual blindness, H e urged them to consider John’s witness.
The Baptist’s witness was true, and they had shown some interest in his message at first (v. 35b).
.Barclay gives an interesting analogous comparison o f John
the Baptist and a lamp: ( a ) A lamp bears a borrowed light. ft
is not the source of light, but is lit. (b) John’s message was
warm - not coldly intellectual or ritualistic. ( c ) John had light
- light guides - he guided men to repent in preparation for the
coming King and His kingdom. ( d ) A ’lamp burns itself out.
John decreased while Jesus increased - the true witness for God
burns himself out in the service of God.
The emphasis upon the attracting nature of the lamp is in
this passage also. The Jews flocked to John the Baptist in the
beginning of his ministry, just as insects flock to a lamp (cf.
Mt. 3 :5 ; 21 :26 ; Mk. 1 :5 ; 6 :20 ; Lk. 3 :15), They rejoiced in his
message (of the coming Messiah) until that light turned upon
them and revealed their worldliness and sin. They were also
attracted to John because of his eccentric and spectacular mode
of dress, life, and the presentation of his message. The spectacular in John’s ministry soon lost its drawing attraction, however,
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wlieii he boldly challenged the nation to “bring iorth fruits
worthy of repentance,” aiid they rejected him (cf. Mk. 6:19;
Lk, 7:24-35). There are people like that in every age, As long
as a preacher will make himself or the gospel into a spectacle
they will “rejoice for a season in his light” (the spectacle), bttt
olice the light illumines their unworthiness aiid pricks their coiiscieiices by openly denouncing their sins, they haughtily reject
both the preacher arid tlie iiiessage (cf. I1 Tim. 4 :1-4).

Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4,

Where is the record of the Baptist’s witness to Jesus?
Why did J ~ S U Scall their atteiitioii to the witness o i Jolin?
How is John “the lamp burning and shining” ?
How did the Jews “rejoice in his light” for only a “season”?

THE FATHER’S WITNESS

Text 5 :3 6- 3 8
36 But the witness which I have is greater t h a n t h a t of John;
for the works which the Father hath given me t o accomplish,
the very works that I do, bear witness of me, t h a t the Father
hath sent me.
37 And the Father t h a t sent me, he h a t h borne witness of me.
Ye have neither heard his voice a t any time, nor seen his form.
38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: f o r whom he
sent, him ye believe not.

Queries
a. What works did Jesus accomplish (v. 36) ?
b. Why had they not heard the Father’s voice nor seen
13s form ?
c, How does the Word of God abide in a person (v. 38) ?

1

Paraphrase

.
’

‘

But I have continually tlie witness of One W h o is greater
than John tlie Baptist, for the miraculous works which the Father
has given unto Me to complete, these very works which I ani
doing are bearing witness ‘coiicernii?g Me that the Father has sent
Me. And the Father Who sei? Me has Himself testified concerning Me, You have never at any time heard His voice nor perceived what g e is like; and because you’do no
*

I
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Him Whom the Father has sent, you do not have the Father’s
life-giving W o r d dwelling within you.

Summary
T h e miracles of Jesus and the testimony of the Father are
now introduced as the “greater .witness”, Rejection of Jesus by
the Jews gives eviderlce of their ignorance of God. Furthermoae,
by rejecting Him they show their hearts to be bereft of God’s
Word.

Comment
T h e miracles of Jesus are undeniable evidence for His deity.
Nicodemus could not deny them (Jn. 3 :2) ; Jesus’ own brothers
admitted them as factual (Jn. 7 :3) ; and the Jewish rulers could
not deny the miracles of the apostles (Acts 4 :16). But they would
not accept Jesus as the Son of God. This is a. strange dilemma !
Jesus said that the very miracles H e was then doing, (present
tense - continuing action) were testifying on behalf of His Sonship. H e undoubtedly had, in mind especially the lame man just
healed by the pool ‘of Bethesda.
T h e Son had previously introduced the Father as a witness
(v. 32). Following that, H e introduced two very obvious witnesses
(John the Baptist and His own miracles) to ease their ani
against H i s claiming the Father as a witness. The Jews
have accepted these obvious witnesses.
Verse 37 is a connecting verse. By this verse the witness of
the Father is inseparably connected with both Jesus’ miracles
(v. 36) and the Scriptures (vs. 38-39). But what does Jesus
mean by “Ye have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen
his f o r m ” ? It is evident that H e does not mean literal failure
to hear and see, for some had heard His voice at Jesus’ baptism
(cf. Mt. 3:17; MIL I :11; Lk. 3 2 2 ) on the Mount of Transfiguration (cf. Mt. 17 5-6; Mk. 9 :7 ; Lk. 9 :35) and in the Temple
area (Jn. 12 :28). Jesus is referring to spiritual hearing and
spiritual perception (cf. I Jn. 4:12).
Their failure to hear and see God has also special connection
with their refusal to hear and discern Jesus as God incarnate
(v. 38) : ‘(In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily” (Col. 2 :9 ; cf. also Jn. 1 :14 ; I1 Cor. 4 :4 ; 5 :19 ;Heb. 1 :3).
Had God’s revelation by types, shadows, prophecies and promises
(Old Testament) gained possession of their hearts, they would
have readily accepted Jesus as Emmanuel (God with us). It is
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5 :39-47

sigiiificaiit that Jesus iiialtes acceptance of Hitiiself the condition
of the iiidwelling of God’s Word. Except a mati accept Jesus
as the Soil of the liviiig God he has 110 part with God’s W o r d tieither its coiiiiiiaiids iior its promises (cf. I Jii. 4:15; 5 :1, 9:12).
QdZ

1. Give three Scripture references to show that miracles of Jesus
caiiiiot be denied as factual.
2. In what two ways has the Father witiiessed coiiceriiiiig Jesus ?
3. In what seiise had the Jews not heard or seen the Father ?
4. Why did God’s Word iiot abide iii the Jews ?

THE W I T N E S S O F THE S C R I P T U R E S

Text 5:39-47
39 Ye search the scriptures, because ye think t h a t i n them ye
have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness 08 me;
40 and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life.
41 I receive not glory from men.
42 But I know you, t h a t ye have not the love of God in
yourselves.
43 I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if
another shall come in his own name, him ye will yeceive.
44 How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another, and
the glory t h a t cometh from the only God ye seek not?
45 Think not t h a t I will accuse you t o the Father: there is one
that accuseth you, even Moses, on whom ye have set your hope.
46 For if ye believed Moses, ye would believe me; f o r he wrote
of me.
47 But if ye believe not his writings, h o w shall ye believe my
words?

Queries
a. Why did the Jews search the Scriptures ?
b, Why would Jesus iiot accuse them?
c. Where did Moses write concerning Jesus ?

Parajhrase
You are searching the Scriptures because you think you have
eteriial life through searching them ; aiid these very Scriptures
which you search so diligently are testifying of Me. But still, you
are not willing to collie uiito Me so that you might have eteriial
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life. The glory of men is not My motive in making these claims
to deity, but I know you do not receive Me because you dd not
have the love of God in your hearts. I have come with the
authority and nature of My Father, and you do not receive me,
but if another come in his own authority and seeking the glory
of men, you will accept him. How is it possible for you to believe,
seeing that you are always seeking approval from one another,
and not the approval of the only true God? Do not think that I
will accuse you before the Father, for Moses, the very person
upon whom you have built your hopes, he is the one accusing
you. If you really believed Moses you would believe in Me, for
he wrote concerning Me. But if you do not believe what Moses
wrote concerning Me in the Scriptures, how can you believe what
I say?

Summary
T h e incomparable and irrefutable witness of the Scriptures
is called to testify to the deity of Jesus. This same testimony
also produces judgment upon the unbelieving Jew.
Comment
The Greek verb erauptte
rch) of verse 39 may be interpreted two ways. It may be either in the indicatite mood (mood
of stating a fact) or in the imperative mood (mood of command).
T h e verb has been translated both “Ye are s
tures . , .” and “Search the scriptures .. , .”
ever calls for the indicative mood rather than the imperative
f o r the following reasons: ( a ) They were searching the Scriptures for a reason, e.g., “because ye think, etc. . , .” which w o d d
preclude the necessity for a command for them to search the
scriptures. (b) Jesus is basing His whole argument as to their
unbelief on their perverted use of the Scriptures. ( c ) T h e practice of the-Jews at that time was to study each word minutely,
and t o build absurd niystical and allegorical interpretations around
these word studies,
With all their diligent searching, their tedious allegorical
interpretations, and their rote memorization of the Law, the
Jews rejected the Messiah when. g e came to them. There are
a t least two reasons for this: ( a ) Their minds were made up as
to what the Messiah must be before they read the Scr
Than they read the prophecies qnd perverted them to c
to their prejudiced ideals. ‘ ( b ) They were Bibliolatrists
,
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5 :40-42

\yorsliippers) : they worshipped tlie words of tlie Bible, T h e
Bible should NOT be worshipped. Jesus Christ is the Way, the
Truth and tlie Life - the Bible is merely tlie INSPIRED
RECORD of God’s revelation, The t r u e function of tlie Scripture
is expressed by Jesus ISiniself, “These are they which testify
concerning me.” Only when we have the Scriptures in our minds
and written on our liearts (cf. Heb, 8:lO) -only
when they
bring us into a personal relationship o i trust and obedience to tlie
Person of Christ do we have life from them, Entrance into the
promises of God’s Word conies by the free gift of God, but only
to those who have become sons of God through the adoption
covenatit recorded in the New Testament, i.e., tlie plan of salvation,
Verse 40 very definitely shows salvation to be more than a
passive acceptance of a “soverign, irresistable grace” of God.
Jesus affirms the free will of iiiaii. M a n is partially responsible
for his own eternal destiny (cf. Jn. 7 :17; 8:44).
Jesus rebuked the Jews for their superstitious and fruitless
searching of the Scriptures in verses 39-40. The Jews then
probably reasoned: “He is angry because we did not give Him
our praise and approval for healing on the Sabbath,” Jesus
anticipates their reasoning and answers, “I receive not the glory
of men.” What the Lord is saying is this, “I am not making these
claims to deity and doing these worlcs for ambition’s sake (to
win the applause of men). I am claiming deity and showing you
your error because I want to save you” (cf. Jn. 5 :34). The statement of verse 41 does not nieaii that we should refuse to praise
the name of Christ. Christ’s motive in doing His worlcs and
iiialciiig His claims was not selfish glory-seeking, but deep selfsacrificing love. This very sacrificial motive, however, earned
for Him exaltation from God and praise froin men (cf. Phil.
2:5-11).
What was tlie real reason for their failure to acknowledge
Him as the Messiah? It was not that H e was a praise-seeker,
The real reason was their lack of the love of God in their hearts
(cf. I Jn. 2 :5 ; 4 :7-9 ; Roni. 5 :5-8). They had no real spiritual
lcnowledge of God or love for God’s will and purpose; thus it
was impossible for them to recognize the presence of God in
Christ.
Verse 43 shows the correctness of tlie statement of verse 42
(complete lack of fellowship of the Jews with God’s will). Jesus
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came ill the effulgence of God’s glory and was the very image
of His substance, but they rejected Him. If a mortal comes
in his own authority, patterning his programs after their desires,
they will receive him. Jesus may have had in mind all the false
Christs and insurrectionists who came before Him, and would
come after H i m (cf. Acts 5 :36-37). T h e worldling offers men a
comparatively easy and glorious path to fame or satisfaction.
Jesus offers only the strait (confined) and humiliating road to
satisfaction.
“The root of their unbelief was their earthly idea of glory,
what they could win or bestow. This incapacitated them from
seeing the glory of Christ, which was divine and heavenly, which
men could not give or remove” ( T h e Expositor’s Greek Testament). According to verse 44 the Jews made the praise and glory
of men their goal and standard. So long as they sought only the
praise of men and measured themselves by human comparisons
it was impossible for them to believe (cf. I1 Cor. 10:12)
..
they were, by such action, “without understanding”, In order to
trust in the mercy of God and believe His promises one must
need to believe in God. One can only weed to believe in God when
one has compared himself with God and has seen his lost estate.
T h e next step one must take is to desire the approval, or praise,
of God and His salvation. The Jews were not interested in Godys
approval (cf. Mt. 6:lff; Mt. 2 3 5 ; Jn. 12:43).
Jesus says in verse 45, “DO not complacently suppose that in
rejecting Me you have done away with the possibility of being
accused before God! The very Moses in whom you base your
hopes will accuse you through his writings, for he prophecied of
My deity which you have rejected”. T h e Greek word kategoreso
has been translated accttse here. It is a composite of katn
(against) and ngoreuo (speak in the public assembly), hence,
bring a public accusation against. W e have the English word
categorize from this word.
Jesus would not need to condemn or accuse them for their
rejection of Him, since the prophecied Messiah of the Pentateuch
would cause their esteemed Moses to condemn them. In spite of
their claiming t o be the disciples of Moses (Jn. 9 :28), they did
not believe his writings.
Verse 46 is another of the numerous places where Jesus bears
witness to the fact that Moses was the author of some portion of
the Scriptures, and further that Moses prophecied concerning the

.
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Christ, I n other instances, Jesus establishes Moses as tlie author
of the Pentateuch (cf. Llt. 24 :44)
If they liad believed Moses they would have believed I-Iiiii
(v. 46) Tlie coiiverse is now given
if they believe not the
words Moses lias written how shall they lielieve tlie words of
Jesus? If they could not believe Moses’ words, aiid seek the
approval of God - bow could they believe tlie words of Christ
which came to them without tlie recoiiimeiidatioii of use aiid a g e ?
That which had been the greatest advantage aiid privilege of
the Jew (cf. Roiii. 3 :1-4) became their accuser atid condemner
(cf. Roiii. 2 :1-29). Knowledge carries with it responsibility.
Tlie greater one’s privilege or position is, the greater is the
responsibility and coiideiiiiiatioii for failure (Jas. 3 :1) ,
I

-

Quiz
1, Is Jesus coiiiiiiaiidiiig them to search the Scriptures, or iiierely
stating the fact that they do so, in verse 397
2. Give two reasons why tlie Jews could not coiiie to Jesus even
though they searched the Scriptures diligently.
3, How does verse 40 refute the doctrine of “irresistable grace”?
4 . I n what way does Christ iiot seek the praise of iiieii?
5. Why do they receive one who collies in his own name, but not
Jesus Who came in the iiaiiie of tlie Father ?
6. How does Moses accuse the Jews ?
7. Give two Scripture references which show “the greater the
position, the greater tlie respoiisibility”.

SPECIAL STUDY NO. 3
Christianity stands or falls with the deity of Jesus. T h e
Fourth Gospel is vigorously attaclced by hostile critics because
it so plainly declares the deity of Jesus of Nazareth. T h e uiibeliever assuiiies that once lie lias destroyed the historicity of
John’s Gospel, lie has destroyed tlie deity of Jesus, since the
remainder of the New Testament (according to tlie uiibelieviiig
critic) iiialtes no such claims as the Gospel of John.
W e iiitroduce here a term paper written by Miss LaDoaiia
Woods, student at Ozarlc Bible College, H e r paper is a very
comprehensive and well-organized coiiipilatioii of facts gathered
froiii iiiaiiy sources. The author gratefully acknowledges Miss
Wood’s permission to reproduce the study. T h e reader will notice
that Christ’s deity is asserted and substantiated throughout tlie
entire New Testament.
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?‘HE DEITY OF JESUS
by LaDonna Woods

’

I. CLAIMS QF J E S U S
I. “The Son of Man”
This was Jesus’ favorite name for Himself. It occurs about
seventy times in the Gospels : Matthew, 30 times ; Mark, 5 times ;
Luke, 25 times ; Johq, 10 times.
I t was used in Daniel 7:13, 14, 27 as name for the coming
Messiah. Jesus’ adoption of it is thought to have been equivalent
to a claim of Messiahship.
H e also carried this title with
to heaven (Acts 7 :56),
11. “The Son of God”
Jesus called Himself the Son of God in John 5 :25. John tells
us in John 5:18 that the Jews sought to kill Him because he not
only broke the Sabbath, but also called God His own Father,
making himself equal with God. Three times Jesus categorically
said, “I am the Son of God”: Mark 14:61-62; John 9:35-37;
10 :36.
111. Expressions of Himself that can be predicated only of deity :
A. “I am the Way the Truth and the Life” (John 14 :6).
B. “I am the door ;,
ME:,‘f any man ‘enter in he shall be
saved and shall go in and out, and shall find pasture”
(John 10 :9).
C. “No man can come unto the Father but by Me” (John
14 :6).
D. “I am the Bread of Life’’ (John 6 :35, 38).
E. “I am the Life” (John 11 :25 ;14:6).
F. “I am the Resurrection” (John 11 :25).
G. “He that believes on Me shall never Die” (John 11:26).
H. ‘‘I am the Messiah” (John 4:25-26).
I. “Before Abraham was I am” (John 8 :58),
J. “Father, glorify Me with the glory I had with -Thee
before the world was” (John 17:5). ( a clear declaration
of His pre-incarnate existence).
K. “He that has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14 :9),
L. “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).
M. “All power on earth and in heaven has been given unto
me” (Mt. 28 :18).
N. “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”
(Mt. 28:20).

9~
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0. “I ani the Light of the world” (Jn. 8 :12)
P. “I alii tlie good Shepherd” (Jii. 10 :11),
9.“You are of this world; I alii not of this world. You
are from beneath ; I ani from above” (Jn. 8 :23)
R. “Your father Abraliam rejoiced to see my day, and he
saw it aiid was glad” (Jii. 8 :56),
S. “Moses wrote of Me” (Jn. 5 :46).
T. “The Father, He has boriie witness of Me” (Jn. 5 :37),
U. ‘‘Except you believe that I a n i He, you shall die in your
sins” (Jn, 8 :24).
V. “Blessed are your eyes, for I say unto you many kings
aiid propliets desired to see the things that you see, but
did not see them, and to hear tlie things which you hear,
but did not hear theiii” (Lk. 10 :23-24).
W. “The clueeii of Slieba caiiie from the ends of the earth to
I

I

I
,

hear the wisdom of Solonion. A greater than Solomon
is here. The Niiievites repented at the preaching of Jonah,
- Here is a greater than Jonah” (Mt. 12 :41-42).
Who else could have said such things about himself? Only
God incarnate! Of whom else could we say them? None except
the Son of the liviiig God. Let us now consider what tlie apostles
had to say concerning the deity of Jesus,
11. THE A P O S T L E S ’ CLAIMS C O N C E R N I N G C H R I S T
I. Peter
When at Caesarea Philippi Jesus asked His disciples who
men said that He was, Peter answered and said uiito Him, “Thou
art the Christ, tlie Son of the living God” (Mt. 16 :13-20). This
is told also in Mark 8 :27-29 aiid Lulie 9 :18-20.
I t 11x1 beeii some three years siiice Peter had first accepted
Jesus as the Messiah (Jii. 1 :41-42). A year later he called Him
Lord (Lk. 5 : S ) Half a year later he called Him the holy One
of God (Jii. 6:68-69). Now, after two and one-half years of
association with Jesus he expresses his conviction in the deity of
Jesus.
The Rock (Mt. 16:18) on which Christ would build His
church is not Peter, but the truth which Peter confessed, that
Jesus is the Soil of God. The deity of Jesus is the foundation
upon which the c h u r c h r e s t s , t h e f u n d a n i e n t a l c r e e d of
Christendom,
IT. John
A. Jesus was in the beginning.
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I n John 1 :1-3 we are reniinded of the opening words of
Genesis. Jesus is called God and Creator. John is very positive
that Jesus was a personality existing from eternity, and that H e
had a hand in the creation of the universe. In John 1 7 5 Jesus
is quoted as referring to the “glory H e had with the Father
before the world was.”
Jesus is also called the Word in John 1 :1 ; that is, Jesus was
God’s expression of Hiiiiself to mankind. Jesus was God. Jesus
was like God. Jesus was God’s message to mankind:
B. Jesus is the Light of the world.
John tells LIS this in John 1 :4-13; 8:12; 9:5 and 12 :46. This
is one of the keynotes in John’s thought about Jesus (cf. I John
1:s-7). I t means that Jesus, as Light of the world, is the One
who makes clear the meaning and destiny of human existence.
C. T h e Iiicarnation (John 1 :14-18).
God became a man in order to win man to Himself. God
could have made inan with ’ an instinct to do His will ; but H e
chose rather to give man the power to decide for himself his
attitude toward his Creator. But God is a spirit; and man is
hedged in by the limitations of a material body, and has scant
conception of what a Spirit is. So the Creator came to His
creatures in the foriii of one of them to give them an idea of the
kind of being H e is. God is like Jesus. Jesus is like God.
111. Jesus is called the Son of God by:
A. Mark (1 :1)
B. John (3:16, 18; 20:31)
C. John the Baptist (Jn. 1 :34)
D. Nathanael (Jn. 1:49)
E. Peter (Mt. 16:16)
F. Martha (Jn. 11 :27)
G. T h e Disciples (Mt. 14:33)
H. Gabriel (Lk. 1 :32-35)
These are the claims of some of Jesus’ apostles and disciples
concerning His deity. Let tis take a general look at the Scriptures.
N A M E S AND T I T L E S A P P L I E D B Y THE
SCRIPTURES TO CHRIST
T h e Christ, the Messiah, Saviour, Redeemer, Wonderful
Counsellor, Faithful Witness, the Word of God, the Truth, the
Light of the World, the Way, the Good Shepherd, Mediator,
Deliverer, the Great High Priest, the Author and Perfector of
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our Faith, the Captain of our Salvation, Our Advocate, the Son
of God, the Son of Man, God, the Holy One of God, only begotten Son, Mighty God, the image of God, everlasting Father,
Lord, Lord of All, Lord of Glory, Lord of Lords, blessed and
only Potentate, King of Israel, Icing of Kings, Ruler of the kings
of the Earth, Prince of Life, Prince of Peace, the Son of David,
the Branch, David, Root and Offspring of David, the Bright and
Morning Star, Immanuel, the second Adam, the Lamb of God,
the Lion of the tribe of Judali, the Alpha and the Omega, the
First and the Last, the Beginning and the End, the beginning of
the creation of God, the First born of all creation, the Amen.
Only Jesus could be rightfully iiamed all these names, I t is
not enough, however, for one just to be called these names, for
they merely claim deity. We must have proof if we are to trust
in Jesus as divine. This proof is found in the fulfillment by Jesus
of the Old Testament prophecies, in the amazing character of
Jesus, in the miracles which Jesus performed, in His resurrection
and in His ascension.
111. PROPHECIES O F T H E O L D T E S T A M E N T , A N D
T H E I R F U L F I L L M E N T I N JESUS C H R I S T
The complete story of Jesus’ life: its main features, events,
and accompanying incidents, even in minutest detail, is plainly
foretold in the Old Testament Scriptures.
I Birth

A. Prophecy that a Messiah was t o come:
1. Jesus accepted the Old Testament prophecies which
declared the absolute deity of the coming Messiah,
as referring to Himself. “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign ; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). This is a clear statement of
the birth of Christ. It also plainly says that the Son
born of this virgin should be called Immanuel, literally, God with us.
2. ‘(For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace” (Isa. 9 :6). The names of this child are the
names of deity ! The child to be born, the Son to be
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given, was to be very God, as clearly deity as God
the Father Himself, and in fact, a very manifestation of the Father.
B. Genesis 3:15 - The Seed of Woman
1. T h e Deliverer from sin must be ;
a. Of the seed of woman
b. Temporarily hindered
c. Finally victorious
2. Paul writes, “but when the fulness of time came,
God sent forth his Son, born, of woman” (Gal. 4 :4,

5 )*

C. T h e Deity of Christ is substantiated by the virgin birth.
1. I t was prophesied that the Christ would be born of
a virgin. (Isa. 7:14).
2. Matthew 1 :20, 21 is the fulfillment of this prophecy.
D. I t was prophesied that H e would be born in Bethlehem.
Micah 5:2 - fulfilled Matthew 2:6; Luke 2:4-7 (cf.
John 7 :42).
E. I t was prophesied that H e was to be of David’s family.
1. Old Testament
a. I1 Sam. 7 :12-16; Psa. 89 :3-4 ; 11O:l; Gen. 49 :810
2. New Testament
a. Matt. 1 :1, Rev. 22:16; Rom. 1 :3
I1 His Life
A. Prophesied that He would sojourn in Egypt
1. Hosea 11 :1 - fulfilled Matt. 2:13-15
B. Prophesied that Jesus would live at Nazareth
1. Isa. 11 : l ; Jer. 2 3 5 ; Zech. 3 :8 - fulfilled Matt.
2 :23 ; Lk. 4 :16
C. Jesus’ Ministry
1. Prophesied that H e would proclaim a jubilee to the
world. Isa. 61 :1 - fulfilled Lk. 4:16-21
2. Prophesied His ministry to be one of healing. Isa.
53 :4 - fulfilled Matt. 8:14-17
3. Prophesied H e would teach by parables. Isa. 6 :9-10;
Psa. 78 :2
fulfilled Matt. 13 :14-35
4. Prophesied He would be rejected by the rulers.
a. Psa, 69:4; 118 :22 - fulfilled Matt. 21 :42 ; Mk.
12:10, 11; Lk. 20:17; Acts 4:ll-12; I Pet. 2:4
b. Isa. 53 :1 - fulfilled Jn. 12 :37-41; 15 :25 (cf. Psa.
35:19; 119:4).

-
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111 His Death in Prophecy
A, Prophesied that H e would be betrayed by a friend for
thirty pieces of silver,
1, Zech. 11 :12-13; Psa. 41:9 - fulfilled Matt, 27:9-10;
John 13:18.
U. Prophesied that H e would be given vinegar and gall.
1. Psa. 69 :21 - fulfilled Matt. 27 :34 ; Johii 19 :29
C. Prophesied that they would cast lots for His garments.
1. Psa. 22:18 - fulfilled John 19:24
D, Even His dying words were foretold.
1. Psa. 2 2 ; Psa, 33 :5 - fulfilled Matt. 27 :46
E. Prophesied that not a bone of His body would be broken.
1. Ex. 12:46; Nuin. 9:12; Psa. 34:20 - fulfilled Jn.
19 :36
F. Prophesied that His side would be pierced.
1. Zech. 12 : l o ; Psa. 22 :16 - fulfilled Jn. 19 :37
I V His Burial in Prophecy
A, It was prophesied that He would be buried by a rich
man, Isa. 53:9; Matt. 2757-60 ( T h e fact is stated in
Matthew, but the prophecy is not quoted).
V His Resurrection in Prophecy
A. Prophesied that H e would rise from the dead the third
day: Matt. 12:40, Llc. 24 :46. No particular passage is
quoted from the Old Testainent for this, but Jesus likens
His burial and resurrection to Jonah’s entombment in
the belly of the whale.
B. That H e would rise from the dead as prophesied is
Peter’s application of Psalm 16 :8ff in his sermon in Acts
2:25-32 (cf. also Acts 13:33-35 and Psa. 2).
C. Jesus said, “it is written, that the Christ should suffer,
and sise again from the dead the third day” (Llc. 24 :46),
Christ is the theme of the Bible (Jn. 5 :39 ; Heb. 10 :7). H e is
the Word of God (Jn. 1 :l-18; Rev, 19:13), and the Bible is the
Word of God (Heb. 4:13). H e is the Word incarnate, and the
Bible is the Word writteii.
H e is the theme of the whole Bible. Not only in the New
Testament but in the Old Testament as well, H e is the central
figure. Throughout the Book “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy’’ (Rev. 19 :lo). In I Peter 1 :lo-11 it is declared that
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that shall follow constitute
the theme of the Old Testanleiit writers.

207

THE G O S P E L O F J O H N
W e have already seen some of the prophecies concerning
Christ in the Psalnis that were completely fulfilled. There are
many more references to the prophetic nature of the Psalms yet
in the New Testament.
Whetl Christ was talking to His apostles after His resurrection, H e definitely mentioned the Psalms (Lk. 24 :44). There are
many references to the Second Psalm in the New Testament, and
their applicatiotl to our Lord is clear:
1. Psalms 2 :1-13 is applied to Christ in Acts 4:23-26; 27-28.
2. Psalms 2:7: “I will tell of the decree Jehovah said unto
me, Thou art my son.” In Acts 13 :35 the same words are applied
t o Christ: “Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”
That the Lord Jesus is the One spoken of here is shown by the
New Testament references to this verse. In Hebrews 1 :4,5, His
superiority to the angels is deduced from the fact that to none of
the angels did God ever say, “Thou art my Son” ; and in Hebrews
5:5, it is declared specifically that the words of this seventh
verse of the Second Psalm refers to Christ. “This day have I
begotten thee” - The day referred to here is the day of His
resurrection, as is seen by Paul’s words in Acts 13:32, 33 declaring the “glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto
the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto US their children, in
that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the
second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”
On that day H e became the first begotten from the dead. Others
had been raised from the dead, but in their case it was only
resuscitation of the natural body; H e was the first to come forth
with an immortal and glorified body.
3. Psalms 22, 23 and 24 are all Shepherd Psalms: In the
New Testament our Lord is presented as a Shepherd in three
ways : (1) In John 10 H e is the Good Shepherd giving His life
for the sheep (Jn. 1O:ll); (2) In Hebrews 13:20 H e is the
Great Shepherd, “brought again from the dead . . . through the
blood of the everlasting covenant,” Who is now in resurrection
power and glory caring for His flock; (3) In I Peter 5 :4 H e is
the Chief Shepherd who will one day appear to reward His undershepherds and take immediate charge of His sheep. All these
relationships are set forth in the three Shepherd Psalms : (1) I n
Psalm 22 the Good Shepherd lays down His life for His sheep ;
(2) I n Psalm 23 the Great Shepherd is leading His sheep and
caring for them; (3) In Psalm 24 H e is the King of glory, in
His appearing a t the end of the age.
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We have seen how the prophecies of the Old Testament fulfilled in Christ show that H e truly is the promised One, the Messiah, Let LIS now look at the character of Jesus while I-Ie was
here ainong men. Even though He came a5 a man we can see
froin a study of His earthly life that H e was divine, the One sent
forth from God,
IV, CHRIST’S U N P A R A L L E L E D C H A R A C T E R
(John 18 :19-40)

I Challenge of a Perfect Life
A. H e prayed for forgiveness of His murderers Lk. 23:34

B. H e laid down His life for the unrighteous. Rom. 5 :8
I1 His enemies find no fault in Him
A. Pilate said, “Behold, the man, I find no fault in him.”
Jn. 19:4, 5, 6.
B. Bovee said, “Even if we should reject all other miracles
of the Christ, yet we have the miracle of Christ
Himself ,”
I11 Characteristics of an Ideal Man
A. H e was a man of strength, iiot a weakling (Mt. 4:l-10)
Jesus withstood the teinptation of Satan. Even Samson,
a physical giant, could not do that.
B. Jesus was a inan of power, not an incompetent (Jn. 18 :111)
1. As a man alone against a great mob of people who
were sent to take Him, H e caused the mob to fall
to the ground when he said, “I am He.”
c. Jesus was a man of courage, iiot a coward (Lk. 9 51-56)
1. Knowing that a horrible death awaited Him at Jerusalem, he “set his face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem.”
14. Jesus was a inaii of compassion (Jii. 11 :30-36).
1. Men sometimes look upon tears from the eyes of
men as a sign of weakness, but they most certainly
are not. Severity, harshness, coldness, are not ‘signs
of real manhood, Tears reveal a heart. A powerful
man without a heart is more liable to be a menace
that1 a blessing. The coward may be brazen, but a
courageous man may yet be tender to the point of
tears. Jesus’ tears for the suffering but enhance Him
as the Mail of men.

209

T H E G O S P E L OF J O H N

E. Jesus was a man of forgiveness (Lk. 23 :23-38)
1. Could we only experience Christ’s humiliation when
H e was mocked, jostled, lied about, spat upon, thorncrowned, and then nailed to the cross to die in the
most excruciating agony, actually praying ih the midst
of His agony for the forgiveness of those who were
cursing, mocking and taunting Him, we should have
some idea of the degree of forgiving grace which
H e possessed, There is none to equal it ! (cf. I Pet.

2 :21-25)
From these instances alone we have the picture of One who
perfectly fulfills every characteristic of the ideal man. H e is the
one and only such fulfillment the world has ever knowri !
Such a man as this would be able to do great wonders. Jesus
did do many miracles while H e was here on this earth in the form
of man. Let us look at some of these miracles.

V. MIRACLES OF J E S U S
Jesus said, “The works which the Father has given me to do,
the very works that I do, bear witness of me” (Jn. 5 :36).
Aside from supernatural manifestations such as angelic announcements, virgin birth, the star that guided the Magi, Jesus
passing through hostile mobs, cleansing the temple, His transfiguration, soldiers falling, darkness at the crucifixion, the tombs
opened,- the earthquake, Jesus’ resurrection, angel appearances,
there are recorded thirty-five miracles which Jesus wrought.
Below are a few of the more outstanding ones :
A. Bodily Cures
1. Healing the nobleman’s son at a distance (Jn. 4:41-59)
2. Healing a leper (Mt. 8:2-4; Mk. 1 :40-45; Lk. 5:12-15)
3. Healing the lame man at the pool (Jn. 5 :2;9)
4. Many others!
B. Miracles over the forces of nature
1. Turning the water into wine (Jn. 2:1-11)*1
2. T h e draught ofxfishes near Capernaum (Lk. 5:l-11)
3. Stilling the tempest (Mt. 8 :23-27; Mk. 4 :35-41; Lk. 8 :22-

4.

25)

Feeding the five thousand (Mt. 14:13-21; Mk. 6:34-44;
Lk. 9:ll-17; Jn. 6:l-14)
5. Walking. on. ,the water (Mt. 14 :22-33; Mk. 6 :45-52, Jn.

6 :19)
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6, Jesus feeds the four thousand ( M t , 15:32-39; Mk. 8 : l - 9 )
C. Cures of Denioniacs
1. One healed in a synagogue (Mk, 1 21-28)
2. Blind and dumb one healed (Mt. 12 :22 ; Llc. 11 :14)
3. Syro-Phoenician woman’s daughter healed (Mt. 15 21-28 ;
Mlc. 7 :24-30)
D. Three raised from the dead
1. Jairus’ daughter (Mt. 9 :1&26; Mlc. 5 :22-43 ; Llc. 8 :41-56)
2, Widow’s son at Nain (Llc. 7 : l l - 1 5 )
3. Lazarus (Jn, 11 :1-44)
E. Other Miracles
1. John 2:23
2, Matthew 4:24
3. Matthew 15 :30-31
4. John 21 :25
F. Purpose of the Miracles
Jesus’ miracles imply an exercise of creative power - a lifegiving source. They were a part of God’s way of authenticating
Jesus’ mission. Jesus said that if H e had not done <the works
that no other ever did, they would not have had sin (Jn. 15 :24)
thus iiidicating that H e regarded His miracles as proof that H e
was from God. Then, too, His miracles were the natural expressionl7$f, His sympathy for suffering humanity (Mlc. 2 : l o ; Jn.
5 :36; 14 ill-12).
W e could not leave this study of the deity of Jesus without
discussing how His resurrection and ascension definitely show
forth His deity.
V. THE R E S U R R E C T I O N OF J E S U S
It is absolutely certain that the apostles of Christ, and the
first teachers of Christianity asserted the fact of Jesus’ resurrection (every recorded sermon in the book of Acts mentions His
resurrection as its basis, plus all the mention of it in the Epistles).
Should the question arise whether the things told of Christ
be the very things which the apostles and first preachers delivered conceriiing Him, we must rely upon the evidence we possess
of the genuineness of the Scriptures. On the subject of the resurrection we need no such discussion, for such a doubt cannot be
entertained. The only points we could discuss on this subject is
whether the apostles lcnowingly published a falsehood or whether
they were themselves deceived ; whether either of these suppositions be possible. It is very unlikely that the first supposition is
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true. T h e nature of the undertaking, and of the men ; the extreme
unlikelihood that such men should engage in such a measure as
a scheme; their personal toils and dangers and sufferings in the
cause; their appropriation of their whole time to the object;
their zeal and earnestness, their sincerity, relives any suspicion
of imposture.
Some would like to resolve the conduct of the apostles into
misguided enthusiasm ; which would class the evidence of Christ’s
resurrection with the numerotls stories of the apparitions of dead
men. There are many circumstances found in the Bible which
destroy this hypothesis completely.
I t was not one person who saw Jesus after His resurrection,
but many; they saw Him not only separately, but together, not
only by night, but by day, not at a distance but near, not once but
several times; they not only saw Him, but touched Him, conversed with Him, ate with Him and examined His person to
satisfy their doubts.
These facts are recorded in the Bible. Here are the appearances Jesus made after His resurrection :
1. T o Mary Magdalene (Mk. 16 :9-10)
2. To the other women (Mt. 28:9-10)
3. T o two disciples on the way to Emmaus (Mk. 16 :12-13; Lk.
24 ~13-32)
4. To Peter (Lk. 24 :34)
5 . T o the eleven (Mk. 16:14; Lk. 24:36; Jn. 20:19)
6. T o the eleven (Jn. 20 :26-31- Thomas present)
7. T o the seven (Jn. 21)
8. T o the eleven (and 500 at once ?) (Mt. 28 :16-20)
9. To James (I Cor. 15 :7)
10. Ascension (Mk. 16 :19; Lk. 24 :44 ; Acts 1 :6-11)
I n I Corinthians 1 5 5 - 8 and Acts 9 : l - 9 we learn that Jesus
also appeared, twenty-seven years after the Resurrection, to the
arch-enemy of the church, Saul of Tarsus!
T h e statement in Acts 1 :3, “showed himself alive by many
proofs by the space of forty daye, speaking things concerning the
kingdom of God,” along with similar statements in Acts 10:41
and 13:31, implies the possibility that He may have made many
appearances besides those recorded and that His post-resurrection
ministry may have been more extensive than we know.
With all these accounts, the writings of five different men,
plus the conversion of the Most determined and feared persecutor
of Christianity, how could anyone doubt that Jesus did rise from
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the dead and did show Iliiiiseli alive to eyewitnesses? W e know
such testimony would stand L I in
~ any court of any nation as
evidence to establish tlie fact beyond a reasonable doubt ! If any
person persists in rejecting the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, he rejects the historic evidence and testimony which,
above all othcy Izisto~y,meets the test of sound canons of credibility. Such a person could not believe any history !
VII. THE ASCENSION O F JESUS
The final iiiiraculous event in Jesus’ life as a man here on
earth cccurred forty days after His resurrection. After His
resurrection, Jesus appeared unto His apostles, teaching them
things concerning the kingdom of God. H e gave to them the Great
Comniission to go into all parts of the world and preach the
gospel, and also the promise of the Holy Spirit. O n the final day,
as they were all assembled together on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus “was taken up ; and a cloud received him out of their sight”
(Acts 1 :9). As the apostles stood watching, two men in white
apparel appeared and told the apostles that Jesus would one day
come again in like iiianner as they beheld Him going (Acts
1 :1-11).
W e do know that Jesus returned to His heavenly glory.
Stephen tells us, as he is being stoned for preaching the deity of
Jesus, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man
standing on tlie right hand of God” (Acts 7 5 6 ) .

VIII. CONCLUSION

We have set forth the names and titles which ascribe deity
unto Jesus of Nazareth. It is not enough, however, to accept
these claims unsubstantiated.
W e then proceed to prove the deity of Jesus of Nazareth b y :
(1) fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies in His Person; (2)
the undeniable perfect cliaracter of Jesus ; (3) the miracles H e
actually performed ; (4) His own bodily resurrection foretold by
Himself as proof for His claims to be the Son of God; (5) His
ascension to the right hand of God.
The resurrection and tlie ascension of Jesus would have been
stupendous events to behold. Yet we will one day witness just
as great an event - tlie day when Jesus conies again. Those who
have believed and trusted Jesus -those who have obeyed Him
and remained faithful shall be caught up with 1 - h to be with Him
forever. W e must reniaiii strong in our faith, never doubting$
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W e must believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. If
we believe this, then we will believe in the deity of Jesus, for we
know that this is the central theme of the entire Bible.

SPECIAL STUDY NO. 4
T h e earthly ministry of the Lord of Glory was fraught with
controversy and objection. I t is surprising to some to discover
this fact. I t is even more surprising to recognize that Jesus
actually performed some of His ‘miracles (such as the one in
John 5 ) to touch off controversy.
Again, we are indebted to Seth Wilson, Dean of Ozark Bible
College. H e has compiled all the research and ‘has graciously
permitted us to introduce it here as Special Study No. 4.
T h e ministry of Jesus, judged by modern standards, would
appear uiisuccessf ul, ill-prosecuted and certainly not an ideally
peqcef ul ministry.
Notice that controversy began almost immediately at the commencement of His public ministry. T h e controversy, however,
did not intensify and cause determinate conclusions by the Jews
until the Second Year of His ministry (John 5 ) .
CONTROVERSIES AND OBJECTIONS I N
JESUS’ M I N I S T R Y
by Seth Wilson

FIRST PASSOVER Cleansing of temple in Jerusalem (John
2 ) . Jewish officials challenge His authority to do, it :
Does Nicodemus’ coming at night indicate that Jesus was
a controversial figure ? (John 3)
Beginning of GaCilean Ministry, 8-9 months after first Passover a t Nazareth ; sermon in Synagogue, pushed to the
cliff Luke 4 :23-30
A t Capernaum ; paralytic forgiven ; scribes and Pharisees
thought it blasphemy (Mt. 9:2-8; Mk. 2:l-12; Lk.
5 :18-26). (Note Pharisees following from Jerusalem)
A t Matthew’s house ; feast with publicans and sinners ;
Pharisees object (Mt. 9:lO-13; Mk. 2:15-17; Lk.
5 :29-32),
Objection implied itl the question of john the Baptist’s
disciples about fasting (Mt. 9 :14-17; Mk. 2 :18-22;
Lk.5 ~33-39).
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S E C O N D PASSOVER
At pool in Jerusaleiii ; heals laiiie iiian 011 Sabbath; first
definite effort of Jews to kill Him (511, 5, esp. v, 1 8 ) ,
In grain fields ; 2nd Sabbath controversy - - - over plucking
grain (Mt. 12:l-8; Mk. 2:23-38; Zk.6 : l - 5 ) .
In Synagogue ; 3rd Sabbath controversy ; heals iiiaii with
the withered haqd (Mt, 12:9-14; Mk. 3 :1-6; Lk,
6 :6-11) .
In house of Siiiioii the Pharisee ; Siiiion’s ineiital objections
to Jesus’ letting siiiful woiiian toucli Hiiii (Lk. 7 :36-50),
At Capernaum ; very busy with great crowds ; dumb demoniac healed ; Pharisees claiiii He is possessed by Beelzebub (Mt. 12:22-37; Mk. 3 : 2 2 - 3 0 ) ; H i s f a m i l y
attempts to interfere, seeming to object to tlie streiiuousness of Ilis iiiinistry (Mt. 12 :46-SO).
East side of Galileati sea, laiid of Gadarenes; casts out
demons; people ask Hini to leave (Mt. 8:43; Mk.
5:17; Lk. 8:37).
At Nazareth, last visit recorded ; general unbelief and rejection (Mt. 1354-58; Mk. 6 : l - 6 ) .

T H I R D P14SSOVER NEAR
Fed 5000 ; sermon 011 Bread of Life at Caperiiauin ; “This

I
I

is a hard saying, who caii receive it?” They forsook
Him (Joliii 6 ) .
Getteral Coiidition:
John 7 :I -the Jews seek to kill Hini.
Caperiiauni : Jerusalem Pharisees publicly criticize Jesus
for His disciple’s eating with unwashed hands (Mt.
15 :1-20; Mk. 7 $23).
4 t Magadaii ; Pharisees aiid Sadducees deinand a sign froiii
heaven (Mt. 15:39; 16:l-4; Mk. 8:lO-12).
At Caesarea Philippi ; Peter objects to tlie first plain prediction of Jesus’ death (Mt. 16:21-26; Mk. 8:31-38;
Lk, 9 :22-26),
At Capernauni ; Jesus’ uiibelieviiig brothers object to His
staying in seclusion, and urge Him to go to tlie Feast
of Tabernacles (Jii. 7 :3-9).
FEAST O F TABERNACLES (Six months before His death)
Jerusaleiii durii~gthe Feast : the rulers seek to kill Him
(Jn. 7:14-24). They seek to arrest Him (Jn. 7:30).
Disputing over their freedoiii and fatherhood (Jn. 8 :31-47). They accuse Jesus of being a Samaritan and
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having a demon, and object to the promise that believers will never see death, they take up stones to
stone Him (Jn. 8 :48-59).
Jerusalem; man born blind healed on the Sabbath. The
healed man is excommunicated . . , brief exchange
between Jesus and Pharisees on blindness and guilt
(Jn. 9 :l-41). Dispute among the Jews about the sermon 011 the Good Shepherd (Jn. 10 :19-21).
Judea ; dumb demoniac healed and Jesus again accused of
demon possession Lk. 11 :14-26.
Dining in house of Pharisee; Jesus does not wash His
hands, Pharisees astonished , . , they press Him hard
to catch something for which to accuse Him (Lk.
11 :37-54).
I n a Synagogue on Sabbath; healing a bent woman; ruler
of synagogue indignant (Lk. 13 :11-17).
FEAST O F DEDICATION
Jerusalem; Jesus tells Jews “I and the Father are one.”
They take up stones to stone Him. They accuse Him
of blasphemy and try again to arrest Him (Jn. 10:3439).
D E P A R T U R E TO P E R E A (Three months before His death)
I n Perea; Herod seeks to kill Jesus (Lk. 13 :31-35).
I n home of Pharisee on Sabbath ; man with dropsy healed.
Jesus accused of unlawful action (Lk. 14 :1-6),
Publicans and sinners come to Jesus ; Pharisees murmur
(Lk. 14).
Teaching in Perea; Pharisees scoff at Him (Lk. 16).
After raising Lazarus from dead; priests and Pharisees
seek t o put Jesus and Lazarus both to death (Jn. 11 :43-54).
Last Journey to Jerusalem ; Pharisees test Him with question about divorce (Mt. 19:l-9; Mk. 1O:l-12).
A t Jericho ; Zacchaeus receives Jesus, the people sneer
(Lk. 19:1-10).
Few days before Passover ; chief priests demand anyone
knowing where Jesus is must inform so they may arrest
Him (Jn. 11 55-57).
Feast in Bethany ; Judas objects to Mary’s anointing Jesus
as being wasteful (Mt. 26:6-13; Mk. 14:3-9; Jn. 12:1-8)
9
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TRIUMPHAL ENTR17
Crowds praising Iliiii ; Pharisees say, “Teacher rebuke thy
disciples” (Llc. 19 :37-40),
Next day (Monday) ; cleanses Temple again, (Mt, 21 :1217; Mk, 11 :15-19; Lk, 19:45-58),
Ilealiiig in the Temple ; children praise ; priests and scribes
object (Mt, 21 :14fi),
Next day (Tuesday) in Teiiiple ; Jesus’ authority challenged by priests (Mt. 21 :23-27; Mk. 11 :27-33; Lk.
20 :l-8). A trap question about tribute to Caesar (Mt.
22 ~15-22;Mlt. 12 :13-17; Lk. 20 20-26).
The Sadducees’ question about niarrage in ressurection.
The Lawyer’s question about the greatest comiiiandnient. Jesus’ question about David’s son being David’s
Lord (Mt. 22 :23-46 ; Mlc. 12 :18-37 ; Lk. 20 :27-44).
Disciples warned against the Pharisees aiid their liypocrisies (Matthew 23).
Last Tuesday or Wednesday ; Reflections about the coining
of tlie Greelcs to Jesus ; many believe but will not confess for fear of tlie Jews (Jn. 12:20-50).
Thursday night ; Trials before Annas, Caiaphas, Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, Pilate. Mocltings and charges
at the trials and at the Crucifixion.

EXPOSITORY SERMON NO. 5
JESUS, THE SON OF GOD
John 5:l-47

Iiztroductioiz
I BEGAN W I T H CONTROVERSY OVER H E A L I N G
ON S A B B A T H
A , Set tlie scene
1. Feast, pool, man ill 38 years, is healed
2. Pharisaic rules for Sabbath-keeping
3, Possibility that Jesus deliberately aroused controversy to bring about a demotistration of His deity
B. Importance of John 5
This sin-sick world needs to be encouraged :
1. that Jesus is the Christ, tlie manifestation of God in
the flesh
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2. that with a conviction of this absolute truth we can
become new creatures
I1 JESUS’ S E R M O N F A L L S N A T U R A L L Y I N T O
THREE DIVISIONS :
A. His equality with God-the prerogatives of deity
B. T h e witnesses to His deity
C. T h e causes of unbelief in His deity

Discussion
I JESUS’ E Q U A L I T Y WITH GOD - P R E R O G A T I V E S
OF D E I T Y
A. H e and the Father One ( 5 :17-20) in :
1. Intimate love
2. Knowledge of wills
3. Purposes for mankind
Father works deeds of providential mercy on Sabbath, so also did Jesus
E. Son has authority to raise the dead (v. 24-29)
1. Spiritually
2. Physically
C. Son given authority to judge (v. 22-23)
1, Imagine Pharisees taken aback at this statement, they
who would soon arrest and judge H i m
2. Many today judge Jesus
a. Imposter
b. Good man
c. B U T A L L S H A L L S T A N D B E F O R E H I M
T O B E JUDGED
3. Judgment given Hirn’that all may honor Him as
God
a. Jesus claims right to be worshipped by men
b. Any who deny deity of Jesus dishonor God
I1 W I T N E S S E S TO THE D E I T Y OF JESUS
A. John the Baptist (v. 33-35)
1. That he (John) was not the Christ
2. That he (John) was the forerunner
3. That Jesus was the Lamb of God
4. That the bodily presence of the Spirit was manifested
a s descending upon Jesus
.
5 . Jews rejoiced over John’s great *announcements of
th,e, coming Messiah, but when‘ he focused truth on
their sins, they killed him
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6 , Remeinber when Jews questioiied Jesus’ authority to
cleanse temple ?
a, I-Ie asked tliem conceriiing John’s baptism
b, T h y recognized John as a prophet, but rejected
his message of repentance aiid baptism because
they loved the glory of iiien.
RELIGIOUS L E A D E R S T O D A Y K N O W
T H A T TI-IE N E W T E S T A M E N T P L A N OF
S A L V A T I O N IS GOD’S W A Y , B U T WILL
N O T O B E Y FOR T H E S A M E R E A S O N
E. Witness of tlie Father through iiiiracles (v. 36-38)
1. Nicodemus, a Pharisee, admitted fact of miracles
a i d Jesus’ coiiiiiiissioii froin God (John 3 :2)
2. Rulers later had to admit apostles worked riiiracles
(Acts 4 116-17)
a. They could not deny tlie fact, so they persecuted
3. There is more than sufficient testimony to support
the factuality of miracles of Jesus
a. Testimony of conversions of thousands after being told of these miracles
b. Testimony of preachers wlio sacrificed lives to
preach resurrection of Jesus
c. Testimony of Paul, former murderer of Christians
d. These miracles of Christ “were not done in a
corner.”
‘
C. Witness of the Scriptures (39-40)
1, They were studying the Scriptures - and there was
a way to eternal life indicated in the Old Testament.
a. Faith iii and obedience to the Messiah when H e
should come (cf. Deut. 18:15)
1). See also Psalms 2, 22, and Isa. 53.
2. Details of Jesus’ life prophecied - fulfilled to minutest detail
I11 CAUSE O F U N B E L I E F I N I-IIS D E I T Y
A. Jews had not love of God in them
1, They wanted to glorify the Messiah temporally, B U T
D I D N O T W A N T T O S U B M I T THEIR WILLS
T O HIM
. , T H E I R D E E D S A N D TIlEIR
OTIVES
en today‘deny deity of Jesps *in.the same iiiafiqer
elf, not love‘of God iii them

.
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b. Will not let Christ captivate their thoughts
B. They wrested the Scriptures (v. 45-47)
1. They regarded Jesus as an accuser
a. Cited their devotion to Moses
2. They believed only so much of the Scriptures as
suited their prejudiced ideas of the Messiah
a. But Moses will be their accuser, for he wrote of
the Messiah and demanded they hearken unto H i m
3. Many today who fail to obey commands of the New
Testament. really rejecting the Scriptures which they
claim to reverence.
’

Coficlusion

I N O T I C E P E R F E C T O N E N E S S OF W I L L S O F FAT H E R A N D SON
W e need to recQgnize that in oneness with Lord’s will is our
own happiness
&

2. John 13:17
.3. Jesus had perfect, absolute joy in abiding in the
Father’s will
4. He‘told us His secret of peace, happiness and joy;
remaining in the Father’s will
I1 N O T I C E THE F A C T U A L E V I D E N C E T O ESTABLISH JESUS’ D E I T Y
A. John the Baptist-an eyewitness to the descent of the
S p i r i t upon Jesus.
B. Miracles of Jesus -the greatest of which is resurrection
C. The Old Testament Scriptures - fulfilled prophecy
111 N O T I C E . W H E R E Y O U STAND TODAY ON THIS
M A T T E R O F JESUS’ D E I T Y
A, With the Pharisees ?
did not want Him to rule in their
They loved self
hearts
B. With the disciples ?
“To whom shall we g o ? Thou hast the words of eternal
life’’ (John 6 :68-69).
\

I

I

-

220

6 :1-71

CHAPTER SIX

I
I

I

Inasmuch as the events of Chapter Six are coincident with
tlie third Passover feast of Jesus’ public ministry, we outline
this clia1)ter as tlie beginning of the third and final year of public
ministry. Wescott suniiiiarizes tlie chapter as containing “the
whole essence of tlie Lord’s Galilean ministry.” It decisively
contrasts the true aiid false conceptions of the Messianic kingship ;
Christ’s concept is tiiiiversal and spiritual ; the people’s concept
is local and material.
All four Gospels record the miracles of feeding the five tliousand and walking on the sea. To afford tlie reader a more coiiiprehensive view of tlie events we have reproduced a harmony of
all four accounts taken from Tlie Gospcls; The Uiiificatioiz of the
F o w Gospels, by Thomas G. Deitz, published by Eerdmans.
The three discourses of this sixth chapter have been sorely
perverted by the advocates of Transubstaiitiation, Consubstantiatioil aiid Sacramentalism. Tlie serious Bible student would do
well to abide by tlie Lord’s own interpretation of these discourses
on tlie “Bread of Life” as I-Ie gives it in verse 63.
We have outlined chapter six as follows :
I1 Tlie Wosd Manifested to tlie Jews and Their Rejection of
Him. 1 :19-12 :50 (cont.)
D. Public Ministry - Begiiiiiiiig of Third Year
6 : l - 12:50
1. The Bread of Life 6:l-71
a. Miracle of tlie loaves and fishes
6 :1-13
b. Reaction of tlie iiiultitudes
G :14-15
c, Walking upon the sea 6 :16-21
d. The Mistalteii search, 6 :22-29
e. Tlie Bread of Life I, 6 :30-40
f . Tlie Bread of Life 11, 6:41-51
g. Tlie Cread of Life 111, 6:52-59
11. The Bread of Life explained, 6:60-65
i. The Twelve, their finest hour 6:66-71
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THE U N I F I C A T I O N OF THE FOUR GOSPELS
by Thomas Deitz
T h e following harmony is a conflation of all four Gospel
accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) of the two miracles;
feeding of the five thousand and walking on the sea:
“After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the
sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude
followed him, because they behefd the signs which he did on them
that were sick. And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there
ssover, the feast of the
he sat with his disciples. Now the
s at hand. And the apostles
her themselves together
unto Jesus; aiid they told him all things, whatsoever they had
done, and whatsoever they had taught. And he saith unto them,
Come ye yourselves apart injo a desert place, and rest a while,
For there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure
SQ much as to eat, And he took them. And they went away in the
boat to a city called Bethsaida to a desert place apart. And the
people saw them going, and many knew them, and they ran together there on foot from all the cities, and outwent them.
Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great
multitude conieth unto him, had compassion on them and he welcomed them, aiid spake to them of the kingdom of God, and
began to teach them many things, And them that had need* of
healing he cured, because they were as sheep riot having a
shepherd.
And the day began to wear away; a i 2 the twelve came, and
said unto him, The day is now far spent, Send, the multitude
away, that they may go into the villages and country round
about, and lodge, and get provisions: for we are here in a desert
place. Jesus saith unto Philip, Whence are we to buy bread, that
these may e a t ? And this he said to prove him: for he himself
knew what he would do. Philip answered him, Two hundred
shillings’ worth of bread, is not sufficient for them, that every one
may take a little; But Jesus said unto them, They have no need
to go away; give ye them to eat. How many loaves have ye? Go
and see. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
saith unto him, There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves,
and t w o fishes: but
what are these among s
‘
the place, Arld he coiiim
companies apofi the grass.
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and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, lie blessed, and
brake the loaves ; and lie gave to the disciples to set before them ;
and the two fishes divided he among them all. Atid they all ate,
and were filled, Atid when they were filled, lie saith unto his
disciples, Gather up the broken pieces which remain over, that
nothing be lost. And they took up broken pieces, twelve basketfuls, and also of the fishes which remained over unto them that
had eaten. And they that did eat were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.
Wlien therefore the people saw the sign which he did, they
said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world,
And straightway he constrained his disciples t o enter into the
boat, perceiving that they were about to come and take him by
force, to nialce him Icing, and to go before him unto the other
side of Bethsaida, while lie himself sendeth the multitude away.
And after he had sent tlie multitudes away, lie went up into the
inouiitaiii apart to pray: and when even was conie, lie was there
alone.
And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the
sea; and they entered into a boat, and were going over the sea
unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus had not yet
conie to them. And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind
that blew. When therefore they had rowed about five and twenty
or thirty furlongs, the boat was in the midst of the sea and he
alone on the land. And seeing them distressed in rowing, for the
wind was contrary unto them, about tlie fourth watch of the
night he cometh unto them, walking on the sea ; and he would
have passed by them ; but they, when they saw him walking on
the sea, supposed that it was a ghost, and cried o u t ; for they all
saw him, and were troubled. But lie straightway spalte with
them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer ; it is I ; be not afraid.
And Peter answered hiiii and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me
conie unto thee upon the waters. And lie said, Come. And Peter
went down from the boat, and walked upon the waters, to come
to Jesus. But when lie saw the wind, he was afraid; and beginning
to sink, lie cried out, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and took hold of him, and saith
unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
They were willing therefore to receive him unto them into the
boat, and the wind ceased. And they were sore amazed in themselves ; for they understood not concerning the loaves, but their
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heart was hardened. And they that were in the boat worshipped
him, saying, Of a truth thou are the Son of God.
And when they had crossed over, they came to the land unto
dennesaret, wither they were going, and moored to the shore.
And when they were come out of the boat, straightway the people
knew him, and ran round about that whole region, and began to
carry about on their beds those that were sick, where they heard
he was. And wheresoever he entered, into villages, or into cities,
or into the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and
besought him that they.might touch if it were but the border of
his garment : and as many as touched him were made whole.”
M I R A C L E OF THE L O A V E S A N D FISHES

Text 6:l-13
1 After these things Jesus went away t o the other side of the
sea of Galilee, yhich i s the sea of Tiberias.
2 And a great multitude followed him, because they beheld the
signs which he did on them that were sick.
3 And Jesus went up intd the mountain, and there he sat with
his disciples.
4 N o w t h e passover, the feast of the Jews, was a t hand,
5 Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing t h a t a great
multitude cometh unto him, saith u n t o Philip, Whence are we
t o buy bread, that these may eat?
6 And this he said to prove him: f o r he himself knew what
he would do.
7 Philip answered him, T w o hundred shillings’ worth of bread
is not sufficient for them, that every one may take a little,
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith
u n t o him,
9 There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves, and two
fishes: b u t w h a t are
10 Jesus said, Make
sit down. Now there was much
sat down, in number about five
grass in the place. S
thousand.
1 1 Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks,
he distributed t o them that were set down; likewise also of the
fishes as much as they would,
12 And when they were filled, he saith unto his disciples,
Gather up the broken pieces which remain over, that nothing
be lost.
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1 3 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with
broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which remained over
unto them that had eaten.

Qwries
a, What are Jesus’ reasons for feeding this niultitude ?
b. Which passover is at hand ?
c, Why did Jesus coiiiniand the left-overs to be gathered
UP?

Paraphrase
After tlie interval of a year of increasingly popular ininistry
in Galilee, Jesus weiit across tlie Sea of Galilee (the Sea of Tiberias) to the eastern side. A great multitude was following Him
because they were seeing the miracles which H e was performing
upon those who were sick. Jesus went up the hillside aiid there
H e sat down with His disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of
the Jews, was at hand. Jesus looked up, therefore, and seeing
that a great niultitude was coining unto Hini, said to Philip, Where
are we to purchase food that these people may e a t ? This H e said
to test Philip, for H e Himself knew what H e was about to do.
Philip answered Hini, A year’s wages would not buy enough
bread that everyone may receive even a small portion. But one of
His disciples, Andrew - Simon Peter’s brother, says to Hini,
There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish,
but what are these among so many? Jesus said, Make all the
people to sit down. Now there was much grass in that place and
the men therefore (about five thousand in number) sat down.
Jesus took the loaves, when H e had given thanks, and H e distributed to the people who were sitting down ; likewise H e distributed the sinall fish, as much as the people wanted. When they
were all full, H e said to His disciples, Gather up the fragments
that are left over so that nothing may be wasted. So they
gathered them up and they filled twelve hand-baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley
loaves.

Sunmar y
Jesus tests the faith aiid spirituality of a great throng of about
fifteen thousand people, plus His twelve disciples, by providing a
miraculous meal for all present.

225

6 :1

THE G O S P E L OF J O H N

Comment
John’s indefinite note of time in verse 1 cannot be construed
to mean the events of Chapter Six must follow immediately the
events of Chapter Five. A whole year’s ministry intervenes between chapters 5 and 6 including such events as :
1. Controversies about the Sabbath in Capernaum; Mt. 12;
Mk. 2 ; Lk. 6
2. Sermon on the Mount; Mt. 5, 6, 7
3. Raising Widow of Nain’s Son ; Lk. 7
4. Healing demoniac at Gergesa; Mt. 8; Mk. 5 ; Lk.8
5. Second visit to Nazareth; Mt. 13; Mk. 6
6. Twelve sent in pairs to preach; Mt. 10; Mk. 6 ; Lk. 9
7. Herod desires to have Jesus visit him ; Mt. 14 ; Mk. 6 ; Lk. 9
See Map No. 3 page No. 170 for the Second Year, the
popular year, of public ministry.
There are a t least four things which led Jesus to seek retirement in a “desert (uninhabited) place,” beyond the Sea of
Galilee :
a. T h e news of the death of John the Baptist
b. The sudden, and probably evil, interest of Herod
c. T h e return of the Twelve from intense evangelistic labors
d. The great multitudes pressing upon Him continually
Jesus saw the tide of crisis mounting, and H e wanted time
alone with the Twelve to prepare them and Himself for the
coming climax of His ministry (v. 60-71). H e thus took the
disciples in a boat to the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee to a
city called Bethsaida Julias (cf. Lk. 9:lO; also Map No. 4, page
No. 266). This city was at the northeast corner of the Sea of
Tiberias. The sea of Galilee had many names :
a. Sea of Chinnereth (Nu. 3 4 : l l ; Deut. 3:17; Josh.

13 :27).
b. Sea of Chinnereth (Josh. 12 :3 ; I Kings 15 :20).
c. Lake of Gennesaret (Lk. 5 :1) ,
d. Sea of Tiberias (Jn. 6:l).
Mark 6:32-33 pictures for us the great Passosver crowds
catching a glimpse of Jesus and His Twelve disciples, and recognizing Him as the great Galilean miracle Worker. Upon which,
more than fifteen thousand people began running along the northern seashore, and arrived ahead of Jesus at the eastern side of
the sea.
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Enthusiasm was high. I t was Passover time, the great deliverance festival of all Jewry. A miracle-working Prophet had arisen
in Galilee - H e might eveii be the long-awaited hoped-for Prophet
“like unto Moses” (Deut. 18 :15),
H e seems to have eluded the vast throngs inomeiitarily as H e
goes up into the hillside aiid sits down with His disciples. Rest
was the primary motive, but secondarily, perhaps, He wanted to
give the Twelve a “birds-eye-view” of the great mass of people,
preliminary to His test questioiis.
The mention of the feast and its specific name, Passover, is
primarily to give a note of time. It may also be given in explanation of the great throngs of people. This is undoubtedly the
third Passover in Jesus’ iiiiiiistry - 2 :13 ; 5 :1 ; 6 :4, and the
fourth, 13 :1.
Many commentators see a probleni in verse 5, and its parallels
in the Synoptics. They caiinot harmonize the fact that Matthew
aiid Luke, and especially Mark, say that the crowd arrived first
(cf. Mt. 14:13-14; Mlt. 6:33-34; L k . 9:11), while John says
Jesus arrived first. R. C. Foster, in his Syllab.crs of the Life of
Christ Harmonizes the difficulty in this manner :
“Mark 6 :33-34 explicitly affirms that the crowd outraiz the
boat, and when Jesus and the apostles disembarked they found
the crowd. Such a iiiultitude - iiieii, women, children ; young
and old ; sturdy, aiid sick or crippled - would be strung out for
miles by such a race. The vigorous ones outran the boat; Jesus
saw the situation and picked a natural amphitheatre on the niountain side. By the time the weak stragglers arrived aiid the niultitudes fully assembled, Jesus was seated with His disciples prepared to teach and heal. The accounts are wonderfully bdepcrideizt aiid laannoizious.”
The Synoptics also include the Lord’s tender compassion as
H e beheld the great crowds coiiiiiig toward Hiiii. They were “as
sheep not having a shepherd” (Mk. 6:34). They were not beiiig
led in spiritual paths by the religious leaders of the day. Jesus
took this opportunity to heal iiiaiiy and teach them concerning
the ltiiigdoiii of God (cf. Lk. 9 : l l ) .
As the day began to “wear away” (Lk. 9:12), the Twelve
came to Jesus, asking Him to stop teaching and to dismiss the inultitudes that they might go into the villages and obtain food. But
Jesus proposed an astouiidiiig question, iiitended to elicit an affirmation of faith and trust in His omnipotence. H e turned to
Philip with the question, “Whence a r e we to buy bread that these
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may eat ?” Why question Philip? As a matter of fact, there is no
conclusive answer. The Lord was testing Philip’s faith, but He
was also testing the faith of the other eleven. It is manifestly
ridiculous to grasp at only one or two incidents of Philip’s life
and give him a “matter-of-fact” personality.
Jesus questioned Philip directly, but the entire group indirectly (cf. Mt. 14:16; Mk. 6:36). H e needed no help for this
situation, for H e Itnew all along what He was going to do. His
questions to the disciples were test questions. I t is amazing that
not one of them could remember the previous miracles, e.g., raising the widow’s son from a funeral bier; casting legions of demons out of a man; and even earlier and more appropriate, the
changing of water into wine at Cana. Could they not even remember these and suggest that Jesus exercise His miraculous prerogatives to provide food? Perhaps their faith was staggered at
the vision of fifteen thousand people.
Philip’s answer in verse 7 was one, as Godet puts it, “of good
common sense, but not of faith.” Many followers of Christ
since Philip have followed the road of “good common sense,”
allowing multitudes to go unfed by the true Bread of Life, when
they should have taken the stand of daring-yet-trusting faith.
The “two hundred shillings” would be equivalent to nearly a
year’s wages ! One shilling, or denarius, represented one day’s
wages. A year’s wages would not purchase enough bread that
each of the more than fifteen thousand might have even a very
small amount! The situation was an impossible one in the eyes
of Philip and the others.
There seems t o be a considerable lapse of time between verses
7 and 8, for the Synoptics report Jesus as sending the disciples
into the crowd t o gather all the available food (cf. Mk. 6:36).
They found a lad with barley loaves a i d two small fish. Andrew
then stepped forward with the find, but he too, sees the situation
to be impossible.
As Hendriltsen points out, numerous sermons have been
preached on the lad here, but John focuses our attention on the
Lord of lords, not the lad.
T h e loaves were probably somewhat like American hamburger
buns, only thinner and harder, while the fishes were probably
small, sardine-like fish processed into pickled delicacies. Pickled
fish from Galilee were renouned throughotit the Empire.
Jesus then, verse 10, prepared the mass of people for the
coming repast. He commanded that the people be made to assume
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the customary ljositioii (liali-way reclining) for eating, Mark
adds ( G :39-40) very picturesquely that they “reclined, garden
beds, after garden beds (row after row of people iii iiiaiiy colored
costumes), by hundreds aiid fifties.” Foster coiiiiiieiits, “Tlie laiies
of greeii grass aiid the solid groups of people dressed iii the gay
colors of the East loolced just like a flower garden , , .”
There are two apparent reasons for this seating in companies :
a. That there might be orderliness, no greediness aiid elbowing, nor coiifusioii of any sort.
b. Probably to test tlie faith of the multitudes.
Johii says there were about five thousand iiieii. Matthew
14 :21 adds, “besides woiiieii and childreti.” The Greek word
which has lieen traiislated “iiuiiiber” is a&lzmoiz, and we have
otir English word “arithiiietic” f roiii it.
As was His custoiiiary practice, Jesus gave tliaiiks before the
meal. Then He distributed bread and fish to tlie asseiiibled multitude. Immediately the curiosity seelcers ask, “Where aiid how
did the actual iiiiracle t a l e place?” Matthew 14 :19 states that
Jesus distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to the crowds.
This is as descriptive as the Gospel writers become. All four are
aiiiaziiigly brief - certain iiidicatioii of the guidaiice of tlie Holy
Spirit. The Scriptures never place emphasis upoii the iiiechaiiics
of miracles, but upon their factuality and coinpleteiiess. Every
person there had as much as lie could eat and soiiie, it seems, took
iiiore than they could use, for there were brolteii fragiiieiits left
over.
Aiid so it is, iii verse 12, that Jesus seiids the disciples back
aiiioiig the ro\w of iiieii atid woiiieii to gather up the leftover
fragments. What a lessoii for the poor stewardship of present
day followcrs of Jesus ! The Lord iiot oiily taught good stewardship, but He also practiced it ! T h e Creator of all abuiidaiice
guarded agaiiist waste. Certainly i t behooves us as depeiideiit
recipients of God’s provideiitial care t o exercise good stewardship,
and to guard agaiiist waste.
The disciples gathered up (v. 13) twelve koplziiros (stout
wicker baskets) full. These baskets were bottle-shaped, aiid 110
Jew ever travelled without his koplziiios. By carrying liis owti
food aloiig with hiiii he was not forced to shop in iiiarlcets aiid
touch (cereiiioiiially ) uiicleaii persons aiid objects, aiid thus be
forced to go through the tedious rites of purificatioii overly much.
Furthermore, the ceremonial cleanness of liis food itself could be
assured siiice lie could carry it froin his owii table.
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An interesting story is told in connection with this miracle.
A Sunday School teacher was trying to convince her class of
youngsters that there was no actual miracle performed by Jesus
here at the sea of Galilee. “Children,” she said, “you must realize
that Jesus didn’t actually provide bread and fish for the people
to eat. They were really filled by His teaching.” A small lad
revealed heaven-sought faith when he said, “Eut what about the
twelve baskets left over, Teacher ?”

Quiz
1. How many of the Gospel writers record this miracle?
2. Is there an interval of time between chapters 5 and 6 ? If so,
how much?
3. What did Jesus do and teach before providing food for the
vast multitude (cf. Mk. 6:34) ?
4. What sort of answer did Philip give Jesus ?
5. How much bread is two hundred shillings worth?
6. Approximately how many people were fed ?
7. What lesson is taught in this miracle regarding stewardship?

REACTION OF THE MULTITUDES

Text 6:14-15
14 When therefore the people saw the sign which he did, they
said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world.
15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come
and take him by force, to make him king, withdrew again into
the mountain himself alone.

Qgeries
a. W h o is the prophet the people are looking for?
b. Why would they resort to force?

ParaPhrase
When the people saw the miracle which Jesus performed, they
began saying, This is surely the Prophet who is to come into the
world. Jesus knowing, therefore, that the people were about to
come and seize H i m in order that they might forcibly make Him
king, withdrew again tinto the mountain, Himself alone.
/
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Sumiizar y
Enthusiasiii grips the multitude, Jesus reads their hearts and
sees their materialistic determination to violently force Him to
be king.

Coinmelzt
When the people saw tlie sign and had satiated their hunger
they iiiiniediately concluded, “This must surely be the promised
Messiah-Prophet.” All in tlie same day they liad heard him speak
of the kingdom of God on earth ; many of them liad seen aiid
experienced His iiiiraculous healing, and everyone liad witnessed
and partalcen of the abuiidance of miraculously provided food,
Some would recall 1 3 s first sermon i n Nazareth where H e promised “release to the captives, recovering of sight to the blind and
liberty to the bruised.”
Because of their carnal attitude, the miracle nierely confirmed
them in their false Messianic hopes, for they “interpreted it as a
sign and pledge of the highest temporal prosperity under His
rule , . ,”
Goaded by visions of temporal glory and prosperity, tlie multitude decided to seize Him by force, if necessary, and proceed
triumpaiitly to Jerusalem aiid the Passover. As before, Jesus read
their hearts and knew beforehand what they were about to do.
T h e Synoptics tell us that Jesus first sent the Twelve away
in a boat toward the western shore of the sea. Then, by the
majesty and authority of His couiiteiiance and voice, H e disniissed
the multitudes, which were already showing signs of taking Hiin,
and went farther into the mountain aiid began to pray (cf. Mt,
14 2 3 ; Mk. 6 :45), Jesus prayed for about eiglit or nine hours.
The carnal attitude of the people sorely distressed and tempted
Hiin to avoid tlie cross. H e also wanted to pray that the Twelve
not become saturated with this materialistic vision of Israel’s
Saviour.

Quiz
1. Cali you name three things the people had experienced which
would cause them to be so enthusiastic ?
2. How did Jesus take charge of tlie situation?
3. H o w long was Jesus in prayer?
4. Why and for whom would Jesus need to pray?
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T e x t 6216-21
16 And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the
sea;
17 and they entered into a boat, and were going over the sea
u n t o Capernaum. And i t was now dark, and Jesus had not yet
come t o them.
1 8 And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind that blew.
19 When therefore they had rowed about five and twenty or
thirty furlongs, they beheld Jesus walking on the sea, and
drawing nigh unto the boat: and they were afraid.
20 But he saith unto them, It is I: be not afraid.
2 1 They were willing therefore t o receive him into the boat:
and straightway the boat was a t the land whither they were
going.

QNeries
a. Why was Jesus not with the disciples ?
b. Why were the disciples afraid?
c. How did the boat get to land “straightway”?

Paraphrase
Late in the evening His disciples went down to the sea. And
they took a boat and began to cross the sea toward Capernaum.
As they were going, it became dark and still Jesus had not yet
come to them. T h e sea then began to rise and become exceedingly
rough because of a violent wind that was blowing. When they
had rowed about three or four miles they saw Jesus walking on
the water and coming toward the boat, and they were terrified.
But Jesus said d o not be afraid, I t is I, Myself. Then they were
willing for H i m to come into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the shore toward which they had been rowing.

Summary
Jesus again manifiests Himself as Lord of nature by walking
on a storm-tossed sea. The disciples are overawed by this manifestation of the supernatural.

232

TIlE G O S P E L O F JOHN

6 :16-20

Coiizmeizt
It was late evening, iiear dark, when tlie disciples fiiially embarked in a boat aiid begaii rowing f o r tlie western shore, They
seemed to have beeii in iio hurry to leave Jesus. I l e liad to coiistraiii tlieiii earlier to leave Hiiii (ci. Mlc. 6 :45).
As they rowed darkness enveloped them atid the wiiids begaii
to bloiy violently aiid tlie waves pitched aiid tossed furiously,
Travellers have described tlie storms on tlie Galilean Sea as
storiiis of a iiiost violeiit nature. T h e sea is surrounded 011 all
sides by mountains, which iiialtes the sea appear as tlie bottoiii
of a huge bowl. When tlie wiiids begiii to sweep down into tlie
bowl-like hole, violeiit sea storiiis are tlie result.
They left tlie easterii shore about dusk, six or seven iii tlie
evening, aiid now it was about three or four a.m. tlie next iiioriiiiig
(fourth watch, Mt, 14:25). Their progress was so slow that
they liad rowed oiily about 3 iiiiles (25 or 30 furlongs) iii approximately iiiiie hours.
They were just about iiiidway between tlie shores, for tlie
Sea of Galilee is approximately six iiiiles wide. Mark (Rill<.
6 :47-50) tells us that Jesus saw their predicament aiid caiiie to
tlieiii wallciiig on tlie sea. Jesus wished to pass them by, but when
they saw Hiiii they thought they were seeiiig a ghost aiid they
literally shrieked in terror. Before we siiiile a t tlie superstitious
fears of the disciples, let us coiisider what we would have felt aiid
said liad we beeii in tlie boat with tlieiii.
When Jesus caiiie close enough to be recognized He shouted,
“DO iiot be afraid, it is I, Myself.” Matthew records tlie next
iiicideiit - Peter’s attempt to walk to Jesus oii tlie water (Mt.
14:28-31).
I t is worthy of note here to see the iiidependence of tlie
accounts of this miracle :
a. Matthew aloiie iiieiitioiis Peter’s attempt to walk 011 tlie
water (Mt. 14 :28-31).
b. Mark aloiie iiieiitioiis Jesus seeiiig their distress while still
011 tlie iiiouiitaiii (Mk. G :47-48).
c. John aloiie iiieiitioiis that it was dark (6:18) that they
liad rowed about 3 or 4 iiiiles (6:19), aiid that tlie boat
arrived “straightway” where they were going (6 :21),
The iiifidelic theories of tlie liberal and radical scholars claim
tlie Gospel writers were not inspired to write iiidepeiideiit ac-
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counts, but copied from one another. BNt the facts say diferently

- they wrote independently of one another.
Upon recognizing the figure and hearing His voice, the twelve
were very glad to let Him come into the boat, Matthew again
tells us that when He and Peter entered the boat the disciples
worshipped Jesus (Mt. 14 :33).
T h e “straightway” of verse 21 may mean either :
a. T h e sea was calmed and the boat was rowed quickly to
their destination, or,
b. A miraculous immediate arrival of the boat at its destination was effected.
Mark (Mk. 6 :53-56) shows us where they were going. They
had started for Capernaum (6:17), but driven by sea and wind,
they eventually landed at the plain of Gennesaret (cf. Map No.
4, page 267). Here the people ran t o Him from all the region
round about, carrying their sick to Him. “As many as touched
Him were made vyhole.”

Quiz
1. How did the violence of the storm affect the progress of the
disciples in the boat?
2. How did Jesus know of their predicament?
3. What did the disciples do when they saw Jesus coming toward
them?
4. What did Peter do when he recognized the Lord?
5. Name the three incidents reported independently by Matthew,
Mark and John.
6. Where did the disciples and Jesus finally put to shore ?
T H E MISTAKEN SEARCH

Text 6:22-29
22 On the morrow the multitude t h a t stood on the other side

of the sea saw t h a t there was no other boat there, save one, and
t h a t Jesus entered not with his disciples into the boat, but that
his disciples went away alone
23 (howbeit there came boats from Tiberias nigh unto the
place where they ate the bread a f t e r the Lord had given
thanks) :
24 when the multitude therefore saw t h a t Jesus was not there,
neither his disciples, they themselves got into the boats, and
came t o Capernaum, seeking Jesus.
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25 And when they found him on the other side of the sea, they
said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?
2 6 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, b u t because ye ate
of the loaves, and were filled.
27 Work not for the food which perisheth, b u t for the food
wl.ich abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall
give unto you: for him the Father, even God, h a t h sealed.
28 They said therefore unto him, W h a t must we do, t h a t we
may work the works of God?
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God,
t h a t ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

Queries
a. What is the significance of tlie parenthetical statement
of verse 23?
b. How has God sealed tlie Son of m a n ?
c. How can belief be a work ?

Paraphrase
The next day the inultitude that remained on tlie other side
of the sea realized that there was only one boat there, and that
Jesus had not eiiibarbed in it with His disciples, but that His
disciples had gone away by themselves (howbeit there were some
boats, driven from Tiberias by the storm near to the place where
they ate tlie bread and fish after the Lord had giveii thanks) ;
aiid when the multitude saw that neither Jesus nor His disciples
were there, they got into the boats froiii Tiberias and came to
Capernaum seeking Jesus. When they found Jesus on the western
side of tlie sea, they said to Hiiii, Teacher, when did You come
here ? Jesus answered them, saying, I tell you most truly, you
have been searching for Me not because you saw signs of deity in
My miracles, but because you ate of the loaves and were satiated
like cattle. Stop worltiiig for tlie temporal food, but work for
the food which endures continually unto eteriial life. The Son
of iiiaii will give you this food, for God the Father has confirmed
His deity aiid lias put His seal of eiidorsenient upon Him by the
signs and miracles which H e does. They said therefore to Hiiii.
What are we to do that we iiiay be working tlie ordiiiaiices aiid
laws of God ? Jesus -answered them, This is the work which God
requires of you, that you trust and obey Hiin Whom God lias
sent.'
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Summary
The crowd, in their search the day following the miracle of
the feeding, found Jesus and the disciples both gone. They crossed
the sea in search of the miraculous meal-providing Prophet. The
iiiultitudes found Jesus only to hear H i m accuse them of carnal
motives in their search.
Comment
Where such a multitude found lodging during the stormy
night we d o not know. Perhaps the storm was localized upon
the sea only and the great crowds slept under the stars. The next
morning the people noticed three things :
a. Only one boat remained (however, boats from Tiberias
appeared later).
b. Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples the
night before, yet Jesus was nowhere to be found.
c. T h e disciples had gone away alone and had not returned.
Evidently, some of the people did not go away when Jesus
dismissed them. Perhaps the storm caused many to remain until
it should pass.
Mention of the boats (v. 23) from Tiberias is interesting.
Tiberias, of course, was a city on the western shore of the sea.
T h e boats were probably blown across the sea during the storm
since the wind was blowing from west to east, or, contrary to the
direction the disciples were rowing. The multitude presumed
Jesus to have gone away in the night in one of these boats.
When they realized that Jesus was not there, and that the
disciples had not returned for Him, they got into the boats from
Tiberias and began to search for Jesus. This multitude was
determined to find Him and carry out their original plan to make
Him king. Further, they did not wish to lose a “meal-ticket.”
The Jews, except for the rich, spent every waking moment toiling
f o r the barest necessities -many were starving.
Finding Jesus on the western side of the sea, they began to
question Him, “Teacher, when did You come over here? We
were looking for You on the other side; how did You get over
here ?”
T h e Lord, with His omnisicient and infinite discernment,
reveals (v. 26) the carnal motivation behind their searching.
They saw the miracles, but they did not see them as signs of His
deity and the spiritual nature of His kingdom. They saw in the
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iiiiracles, rather, ai1 era of sensory prosperity
“easy street”
for Israel.
The multitudes sought Jesus because they had had their
huiiger satisfied. Like beasts o i the field, they sought oiily to
satisfy their physical desires -they walked by taste aiid sight,
not by faith t I n fact, the Greek word cclzortastlzete here translated “were filled” means, literally, “to give fodder to animals.”
They could not think of their souls for thinking of their stomachs,
Some tliiiilc it strange that these people, having heard Jesus speak
of the kingdom of God aiid seen I-Iini work the miracles of the
previous day, should still have a materialistic attitude. I t is even
iizoi’e stravgc that iiiillioiis of iiieii aiid woiiieii of the twentieth
century in Aiiierica should be obsessed with gaining only material
values because :
a. W e have in the completed New Testanient a better testimony to the deity of Jesus and the spiritual nature of His
lcitigdoiii - better even than the knowledge of the eyewitnesses.
b, W e enjoy more freedoiii to search out aiid adhere to what
is truth than the people of that day, for they were beset
by religious intolerance aiid persecution.
c. W e are not sorely pressed with the burden of providing
just the basic necessities as were most of the Jewish people,
Millions surely need the adnioiiition of Jesus in Matthew
6 :19-34 especially, “But seek ye first his kingdom, atid his
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto you”
(Mt. 6:33).
Jesus tells the people (v. 27) they a r e spending their best
energies on that which is temporal (cf. Isa. 55 :Iff), Physical
food satisfies only physical hunger. But man is also created with
a hunger for spiritual satisfaction (cf. Mt. 5 :6) which only spiritual lood can satisfy. There are at least four things for which men
hunger in the realm of the spiritual :
a. Righteousness and justification before God
b. The ultiinate truth
c. Life beyond the grave
d. True unselfish love
Christ alone can supply satisfaction to the hungry spirits of
men, H e will show (John 6:30-65) what the true spiritual food
is, For the present, He iiialtes it plain that God has sealed Him to
be the source of spiritual life. The word sealed nieaiis that God
sent Him, and confiriiied His commissioii through signs and
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miracles. I n Bible times the seal on a document was the sign of
authority. If a document was impressed with King’s seal, it was
to be obeyed just as explicitly as any verbal order of the King.
These Jews should have recognized the impressed seal of JehovahGod in the miracles of Jesus and should have sought the spiritual
kingdom which Jesus taught.
The people of Palestine, so long accustomed to the Pharisaic
system of meritorious works, immediately seized upon Jesus’
words and eagerly desired to know what works they might d o to
enjoy their illusioned era of material plenty. They expected Jesus
to begin laying down rules and regulations by which they might
earn prosperity.
I n verse 29 Jesus reconciles all the teachings of the New
Testament on faith and works. Westcott says, “This simple
formula contains the complete solution of the relation of faith
and works.” But how is faith a work? Here are the answers of
some highly respected and conservative scholars :
a. ‘ I , . . the work of faith is the work of receiving the gift
of God.” (Hendriksen)
b. “It is a true work as answering to man’s will, but it issues
in that which is not work.” (Westcott)
c. “Faith means a certain relatiqnShip with God . . . a relationship in which we give God the trust and the obedience
and the submission which naturally arise from this new
relationship.” (Barclay)
Faith, then, becomes a work when man submits his will to
the revealed will of God and acts in accord with the commandments of the will of God. What better explanation can we find
of the relationship between faith and works than that of James
2:20-26: Saving faith must be manifiested by obedience to the
commands of God through His Son, even Jesus Christ I

Quiz
1. H o w would boats get from Tiberias to the eastern side of
the sea?
2. What did the multitudes see in the miracle of the loaves?
3. I n what manner did Jesus describe their desire to be fed?
4. W h y is it strange that 20th century people should be obsessed
with material ideals ? Give three answers.
5 . Name four things men hunger for in the spiritual realm.
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6, How has God sealed Jesus?

7, How is believing in Christ a work? Cite Scriptures to prove
your answer.

TIlE BREAD O F LIFE, I

Text 6:30-40
30 They said therefore unto him, W h a t then doest thou f o r a
sign, t h a t we may see, and believe thee? w h a t workest thou?
3 1 O u r fathers ate the manna i n the wilderness; as it is
written, H e gave them bread out of heaven t o eat.
32 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say u n t o
you, It was not Moses t h a t gave you the bread o u t of heaven;
but my Father giveth you the true bread o u t of heaven.
3 3 For the bread of God is t h a t which cometh down o u t of
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
34 They said therefore unto him, Lord, evermore give us this
bread.
3 5 Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he t h a t cometh
to me shall not hunger, and he that: believeth on me shall never
thirst,
36 But I said unto you, t h a t ye have seen me, and yet believe
not.
37 All that which the Father giveth me shall come unto me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
38 For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will,
but the will of him t h a t sent me.
39 And this is the will of him t h a t sent me, t h a t of all t h a t
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, b u t should raise
it up a t the last day.
40 For this is the will of my Father, t h a t every one t h a t beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal life;
and I will raise him up a t the last day.

Queries
a. How could they have the audacity to ask Jesus to work
a sign?
b. What is the contrast between “maiitia” a i d the “true
bread out of heaven”?
c. Does verses 37-39 teach “eternal security” ?
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Paraphrase
Therefore they said to Him, What wonder do You perform
that we may see it and believe in You? What can YOUdo to
compare with what our forefathers saw? They ate the heavensent manna, as the Scripture says, H e gave them bread out of
heaven to eat. Jesus then said to them, I tell you most solemnly,
it was not Moses who gave YOU the bread from heaven, nor was
the manna the genuine Bread from heaven. My Father gives
you the genuine Bread out of heaven, for the genuine Bread of
God is H e W h o comes down out of heaven and gives Life unto
the world. They replied, Lord, give us this Bread forever more !
Jesus answered them, I am the Bread of Life. H e who surrenders
and follows Me will never be hungry for spiritual sustenance,
and he who tmsts and obeys Me will never thirst for righteousness. But as I told you before, although you have seen me manifest the works of God, still you do not trust and obey Me. All
whom My Father draws to Me will come unto Me and I will never
refuse nor reject one of them who comes to Me because I have
come down from heaven not to do My Own will, but to d o the
will of H i m W h o sent me. And this is the will of Him who sent
Me, that I should not lose, through inability, any of those whom
God has drawn unto Me. For this is also the will of My Father,
that every one who continues to behold the Son with a trusting
and obedient recognition should have eternal life; and that I
should raise him up at the last day.
Summary
Jesus introduces Himself as the Bread of Life. He makes
several claims to deity in answer to their misguided requests for
a carnal sign. He further promises not to lose, through powerlessness or refusal, anyone drawn unto Him by the Father.
Comment
Why did the crowd ask for a sign? Had H e not just given
them one in the loaves and fishes? They seem t o demand a sign
directly from heaven. This is evident from Jesus’ answer. The
crowd did not mention any comparison with Moses, but Jesus
read their thoughts. He had claimed t o be greater than Moses,
yet H e had not caused manna to rain from heaven. His sign had
been merely to take bread and fish already supplied and make
more bread and more fish. “Moses gave us bread direct from

240

I n verse 36 Jesus refers His listeners to His previous soulsearching statement in verse 26. Although they had seen the

6 :37-40

T H E GOSPEL O F JOHN

even to the raising of the widow’s dead son (cf, Map No. 3,
page 170).
But the unbelief of the multitudes, both in Judea and now here
in Galilee, will not bring disaster and loss to those few who do
trust and obey Him. His cause will not*suffer ruin, neither will
His followers be defeated. They will conquer through His victory. H e and His are not dependent upon public favor or support,
but are supplied. with divinely eternal Power.
Verse 37 also considers the question, “How does God give
anyone to Jesus ?”
a. H e draws them to Himself and His Son by His love which
has been shed abroad in our hearts (cf. Rom. 5 :5 ; Jn.
3 :16).
b. H e gives them to the Sdn through His drawing, and their
own free choice. That the freedom of choice is man’s
prerogati-ve is evident from all other Scripture aitd this
c0rcte.z-t. Man exercises this prerogative until the end of
his life on earth. Even after having become a member of
the body of Christ (the church) he continually chooses to
remain in the fold, or is consequently lost. In exercising
this choice, man must continually “show his faith by his
works” (cf. Jas. 2:18).
Jesus will never refuse or reject any who come to Him and
abide in Him (cf. Jn. 15:l-10). Man’s rejection by God is caused
by man’s rejection of God.
T h e reason Jesus will not cast any out is that H e has come
to be baptized (immersed) in the wilI of the Father. No€ only
so, but H e has also sacrificed the glories of heaven, and has
come down to earth to accomplish the Father’s ’will,
I n verses 39 and 40 Jesus explains the “w3l of the Father”
more fully. God foreknows who will believe and who will reject,
in the sense of foreknowing what men will do. He sees all time
as present. H e foreknows who will be faithful and, by grace,
gives the faithful to Jesus. But these verses are far-from teaching any such notions as “once in grace, always in grace.” Quite
to the contrary, the emphasis here is upon .Jesus‘ ability and
zvitlingness to save that soul, which of its own free will continues
committed to Him. The emphasis is not upon, an “irresistable
grace.” Jesus is able to save to the uttermost all those that abide
in Him of their o y n volition. There definitely is the possibility
of falling f r o a grace and being eternally lost even after having

-
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come into covenant relationship with God through Jesus ( cf , Jn,
17 :12 ; Acts 8 :14-24; Gal. 5 :4), If tliere is 110 possibility of the
elect ever falling from grace, why were all of the epistles of the
New Testaiiieiit writteii to warn tlie elect from falling from
grace ? I Such doctrines as “irresistable salvation” aiid “eternal
security” are not taught in tlie New Testaiiieiit I
The true interpretation of this particular passage can only
mean that Jesus keeps only those who remain faithful, from being
lost. The Greek participles tlzcoron and pisfsiton (beholding and
believing) are in tlie present tense and can only mean continuing
action. One iiiust continue to behold and obey in order that Jesus
may keel) him from being lost.

Quiz
1. Why did the multitudes ask for a sign in order that they might
believe? What did they think about the sign H e had just
given them ?
2. Name five “I am” c l a i m of Jesus.
3. What is another way of saying, “he that cometh to iiie”?
4. How does God “give” men to Jesus?
5. Does John 6:39 teach “oiice saved, never lost?”

THE BREAD OF LIFE, I1

Text 6:41-51
41 The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he

said, I am the bread which came down o u t of heaven.
42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? how d o t h he n o w say, I am come
down out of heaven?
43 Jesus answered and said unto them, M u r m u r not among
yourselves.
44 N o man can come t o me, except the Father t h a t sent me
d r a w him: and I will raise him up in the last day.
45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be t a u g h t
of God. Every one that hath heard from the Father, and hath
learned, cometh unto me.
46 Not t h a t any man hath seen the Father, save he t h a t i s from
God, he hath seen the Father.
47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He t h a t believeth h a t h
eternal life.

iI

I
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4 8 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
50 This is the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a
man may eat thereof, and not die.
5 1 I am the living bread which came down out of heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: yea and the
bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the world.

Queries
a. Why did these people call Joseph Jesus’ father?
b. If only those whom the Father draws can come to
Jesus, how do we know who is drawn?
c. How is it possible for Christ’s flesh to be the Bread of
L i f e ? How may man eat of i t ?

Parrtpbrase
Because Jesus said, I am the Bread which came down out of
heaven, the Jews muttered among themselves, saying, Is not this
Jesus, the Son of Joseph, Whose father and mother we know?
How then can He say, I have come down out of heaven? Jesus
answered them, Stop muttering one to another among yourselves.
T h e reason you cannot accept My claims is bcause of your trust
in human knowledge and wisdom, for no one is able to come to
Me unless the Father Who sent Me draws him ; and those drawn
to Me by My Father I will raise up in the last day. Men will be
drawn to me, as the prophets said, in this manner : And they shall
all be taught of God. Everyone who has heard the Word of God
and has learned in his heart is coming to Me. This, of course, does
not imply that any mortal has ever seen God face to face. He
W h o comes from the Father has seen Him. I tell you most emphatically, H e who is trusting and obeying Me is now possessing
eternal life. I am the Bread of Life- I am the source of eternal
life. T h e fathers you so eagerly referred to before, ate the manna
in the wilderness ; yet they died. But this is the Bread that comes
down out of heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and never die.
I am this living Bread which came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this Bread, he will live forever. The Bread that I shall
give for the life df the world is My flesh.
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Sui1m a r y
Again the Jews display their utter lack of spiritual insight,
The way to spiritual lciiowledge is to be drawn of God unto His
Son ; the way to be drawii is to hear and learii the W o r d of God.
The heaven-sent Food which gives eternal life is the atoning
death of Christ. Men appropriate this Food by trusting and
obeying the Son of God.

Coiizment
From tlie nioinent Jesus had declared I-Iiiiiself to be sent from
the heavenly presence of God, the Jews began to inutter among
themselves. Oiie after another was saying, “Isn’t this Jesus of
Nazareth, Soli of Joseph the carpenter ? why, we kiiow His
mother and father! How can Ile be from heaven? Preposterous I” They were judging by huiiian standards ; they rejected
Jesus because :
a. They judged things by h u m a n v a l u e s aiid e x t e r n a l
standards
b. They were too eager to express their opiiiioiis aiid argue,
while they were not at all interested in God’s revealed will.
c. They listened, but would not learii (cf. Jii. 5 :39-42).
These Jews sound just like our self-styled “iiioderiiists” of
today who still stuiiible over the claims of Jesus to be heavensent. Today’s slceptics also ‘%now” Joseph (or some other mortal)
to be the father of Jestis. The Galileans said this before (cf. Mt.
13 :56 ; Mk. 6 :3). Most conservative scholars see strong inference
for tlie virgin birth here. These Jews were well aware that, when
Jesus claimed to be sent from heaven, H e was claiming supernatural birth into this world. When they muttered about “Knowing His father and niother” the inference is strong that Jesus may
even have mentioned His virgin birth - at least H e implied it.
The Fourth Gospel coiiipleiiieiits tlie Synoptics in the doctrine
of tlie virgin birth (cf. Introduction, page 14).
In verses 44 aiid 45 Jesus explains tlie reason for their failure
to grasp tlie significance of His teaching. Then H e shows them
tlie way to true spiritual knowledge and wisdom. There can be
no true knowledge of God apart from His revealed Word. Some
may gain partial knowledge of God through nature (cf. Rom.
1 :19-20). T o kiiow God in the inward inan, however, one must
hear His Word and learii of Hiin. Thousands h e w God’s W o r d
but never leuna it! I t is as Jesus said, inen must will to do God’s
will in order to really I e a m of God (cf. Jn. 7:17).
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T h e major discussion of these two verses (44-45) today,
however, centers in the manner of God’s drawing men unto
Jesus, There is no excuse for all the abuse and misinterpretation
to which these verses have been subjected. Jesus interprets His
statement concerning the “drawing” with preciseness and lucidness. Men and women are drawn to Him through God’s revealed
Word. T h e drawing power comes from a knowledge of God’s
purposes culminating in the “lifting up of the Son of man.” R. C .
Foster’s comments on these verses are very appropriate here :
“The coming is man’ part; the drawing is God’s part;
both work together. God draws men to Jesus by the death
of Jesus on the cross. ‘If I be lifted up, I will draw all men
unto me.’ N o man can come t o Jesus as Saviour and King
in the full sense until God has by His divine plan provided
the mysterious drawing power of the cross. The statement
of Jesus seems to be in sympathy for the crowd in their
rejection of Him. They do not understand His spiritual
message, but when H e has been crucified before them and
the gospel of the cross proclaimed if they do not come to
Him then, there is no hope. The drawing is to be done by
hearing ‘from the Father,’ i.e., hearing the Word of God
and learning the Way of Life. The drawing cannot be
irresistable, otherwise man would be but a machine and no
one could choose whether or not H e should come to Jesus. No
one could accept and obey for himself, if he could not resist
the drawing. No man could ‘come’ to God if he could not
also ‘refuse t o come.’ Jesus cites the teaching of God in the
Old Testament as the very thing which should have helped
to draw them and to cause them to come to Him.”
T h e quotation from the Old Testament is not specific, but
general (cf. Isa. 54 :I3 ; 60 :2-3; Jer. 31 :33-34; Joel 2 :28 ; Mic.
4:2; Zeph. 3:9; Mal. l : l l ) ,
Although we may learn of God through the Son Who has
come from the Father’s very bosom, we still do not fully comprehend His purposes and actions, f o r we are limited by finite
restraints and physical hindrances (cf. I Jn. 4:12, 20). Someday,
however, we shall see God face to face (cf. I Jn. 3:2). But
until then we must behold Him by faith and trust in the incarnate

Son.
I n verses 47-51 Jesus shows further that coming to God is
done through faith in the Son. H e is the Bread of Life. W e
are told that we must eat of the Bread of Life. How are we to
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do this? Verse 51 is tlie key. The act which truly ~nalresJesus
the Bread of Life is His atoning death upoii the cross. This
atoiieiiieiit was done willingly ( H e gave His flesh. cf. Gal, 2 :20;
Eph. 5 : 2 ; Mt. 20:28), To believe (trust, adhere to, obey) is
nlaii’s way to eat tlie Bread of Life, T h e Scriptures teach
burial in baptism to be tlie culiiiinatiiig act where iiiaii appropriates tlie blood of Christ and His atoning death to iiiaii’s silis
(Roiii, 6 :1-11 ; Gal. 3 :26-27 ; Col, 2 :lo-13 ; Titus 3 :4-7).

Quiz
1, What is the significance of the stateiiieiit of tlie Jews, “Is
not this Jesus, tlie soli of Joseph , . . ?” What is implied?
2, How does one learn of God?
3. How may we ltiiow tlie true interpretation of verses 44-45?
4. What is tlie drawing power of God (cf. Jn. 3:14; 8:28;
12 :32; I Cor. 1 :23-24) ?
5, Is this drawing able to be resisted? Explain.
6. While we are in this world, how do we behold God?
7. How are we to eat tlie Bread of L i f e ? How do we appropriate Christ’s blood to our sins ?

THE BREAD OF LIFE, I11

Text 6:52-59
5 2 The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying, H o w
can this man give us his flesh t o eat?
5 3 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say u n t o
you, Except ye eat the flesh of t h e Son of m a n and drink his
blood, ye have not life in yourselves.
54 H e t h a t eateth my flesh and drinlreth my blood hath eternal
life; and I will raise him up a t the last day.
5 5 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
56 H e t h a t eateth my flesh and drinketh m y blood abideth in
me, and I in him.
57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father; so he that eateth me, he also shall live because of me.
58 This is the bread which came d o w n o u t of heaven: not as
the fathers ate, and died; he that eateth this bread shall live
for ever.
59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he t a u g h t in
Capernaum.
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Queries
a. W h y did Jesus speak so emphatically of eating His
flesh and drinking His blood?
b. Where, besides verse 56, does Jesus tell how we may
abide i n Him, and H e in us?
c. What is a synagogue, and where in Capernaum ?

Paraphrase
The Jews argued angrily with one another, saying, How can
H e give us His flesh to eat? Jesus replied, I assure you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood you
have no Life in yourselves. The one trusting wholeheartedly in
the saving efficacy of My death is the one eating My flesh and
drinking My blood, and he possesses eternal life. This is true,
for My body and blood sacrificed for the world’s sin is the
genuine food and drink for the soul of man. H e who feeds on
this spiritual food and drink dwells continually in Me and I
also dwell in him. Just as the Father of Life sent Me, and I
live by abiding in the Father, even so whoever continues to feed
on Me shall live through Me. This is the Bread which came
down from heaven. It is not like the manna of which your forefathers ate and died. To the contrary, he who eats the Bread
from heaven shall live forever. H e said these things in a synagogue while H e was teaching in Capernaum.

Summary
Westcott summarizes this section in one sentence : “The
personal appropriation of the incarnate Son.” In verses 41-51
the question of the Jews was the Personage of Jesus, “Is this
not the son of Joseph?” Jesus answered that question. Now
the question of the Jews (v. 52-59) is, “How does H e communicate to LIS this life which H e claims to offer?” Jesus answers in
figurative language: men must take His life into the very
center and core of their hearts; men must eat the spiritual dynamic which H e alone is able to provide.

Comment
The orowd is a little nauseated (cf. v. 60-61) at the litepal
implication, which they themselves attach to His words. Their
objection is open and argumentative. Unbelief always takes
offense at the truth. H e is demanding that every man who
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~ J O Uaye spirit, aiid arc life.”
(Jn. 6 6 3 ) (Italics mine).
I t would profit us notliiiig to eat the literal flesh and blood of
Jesus, even if it were possible. W e appropriate the flesh and
blood of Jesus (Life) when we partake of His humanity and

zuzto

6 ~56-57

THE G O S P E L O F J O H N

heavenly Bread of Life (cf. Mt. 4:4). The great apostle Paul
says it so clearly, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which
I now live in the flesh I live in faith. the faith which is in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for me.” (Gal.
2 20).
T o eat and to drink is to assimilate soiiiething external to
oneself, digest it and make it a part of one’s very being. That
is what Paul does by living in faith. There is much more to
eating and drinking the flesh and blood of the Son of man than
partaking of the Lord’s Supper, for even that observance, regardless of how often, may be done unto condemnation unless
accompanied with proper attitudes of faith and love and obedience. (‘Besides,” as Barnes says, “there is no evidence that he
(Jesus) had any reference im this passage to the Lord‘s Supper.”
By assimilating His sacrificed body to our spiritual life, we
abide in Him (v. 56). To abide in Him is to continue in His
commandments, to participate in the benefits of His death, and
to bear fruit. Check all the following references to abiding
in H i m :
a. Love and obey (Jn. 14:15-17; 14:21; 14:23; 15:lO).
b. Bear fruit (Jn. 15:l-6).
c. Dwell in unity (Jn. 1791-23).
d. Walk as Jesus walked ( I Jn. 2 :6),
e. Love one another ( I Jn. 2:lO; 3:17-18; 4:12-13).
f . Let the apostle’s words abide in us ( I Jn. 2:24).
g. Refrain from continuing in sin ( I Jn. 3:6-9).
h. Keep His commandments ( I Jn. 3 2 4 ) .
i. Confess Jesus as the Son of God (I Jn. 4:15).
j . Abide (continue, dwell) in love (I Jn. 4:16).
A very few early manuscripts add, a t the end of verse 56,
this gloss: “even as the Father is in me and I in the Father,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, unless ye receive the body of the
Son of man as the bread of life ye have not life in him.” Most
of our earliest and best manuscripts (Aleph, B, etc.), however,
onlit this gloss, It is very interesting to note that the latest great
manuscript on the Fourth Gospel (Bodnier Papyrus, P. 66) also
omits this gloss : more evidence for the purity of our present text.
Verse 57 reads much the same as 5 2 6 . The Son, being One
with the Father, “has life in Himself.” Because H e has life
we may be partakers of that life, if we eat Him. T h e food
which Christ gives is His Incarnation. The ‘(bread which came
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dowii out of heaven” is the humanity of Christ, T h e best explanation for the reason beliind Jesus’ taking t[ie form of flesh aiid
blood is found in I-Iebrews 2 :14-18. Christ’s participation in our
nature was necessary in order that I-Ie might conquer death,
His Iiicariiatioii is not only tlie iiieaiis of our salvation, but an
example for our daily profession (cf. Phil. 2 :5-8). It is well to
note liere that tlie word tyogoii (the one eating) is in the present
tense aiid must be traiislated “the one continuing to eat me
, , ,” etc. Assimilation of tlie Bread of Life must be continuous.
In verses 33 and 35 Jesus stated that H e was the genuine
Bread f roiii heaven, as contrasted with the transistory manna
which was only tlie type. T h e temporal nature of tlie manna is
eniphasized again here iii verse 58.
Among the ruins of Tell-Hum, one of tlie given sites of
Capernauiii, an explorer found what remains of a once elegant
synagogue. Upon one of the stone bloclts of the former synagogue lie found an engraving of a pot of manna. Westcott
remarks, “This very symbol may have been before the eyes of
those who heard the Lord’s words.” Jesus taught in other synagogues in other villages and cities (cf. Lk. 4:16; Mt. 12 :9).

Quiz
1. Give soiiie Scriptural reasons why Transubstantiation is a
false doctrine.
2. Why is tlie theory of tlie Sacramentalists wrong?
3. How should Jesus’ words be interpreted?
4. What do you think Jesus means by eating and drinking?
5. Is there any evidence that Jesus is speaking of the Lord’s
Supper in this passage?
6. Name at least five ways of abiding in Christ.
7. Why, according to Hebrews 2:14-18, did Jesus take upon
Himself tlie form of flesh and blood?

I

THE BREAD OF LIFE, E X P L A I N E D

Text 6:60-65

I

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, said,
This is a hard saying; who can hear it?
61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples murmured
at this, said unto them, Doth this cause you to stumble?
62 What then if ye should behold the Son of man ascending
where he was before?

I
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63 It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing:
the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.
64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who
it was that should betray him.
65 And he said, For this cause have I said unto you, that no
man can come unto me, except it be given unto him of the
Father,

Queries
a. What was hard about Jesus’ saying?
b, Why did Jesus mention His future ascension?
c. How do words give life?

Paraphrase
Now when the great crowds of Galilean followers heard
this, many of them said, This saying is offensive and hard to
tolerate, Who can be expected to accept such teaching? But
Jesus, knowing within Himself that these disciples were protesting concerning His teaching, said to them, Are you stumbling
and entrapping yourselves over my teaching? What then will
be your reaction should you see the Son of man ascending to
heaven where H e was before? Eating My flesh would gain you
nothing; the Spirit is that which makes alive. The words that I
have spoken unto you, they are Spirit and they are Life. But
some of you still refuse to trust and obey Me, for Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were that did not believe and who
it was that should betray Him. And H e said, On account of this
have I told you that no one can come to Me unless he is drawn
unto Me by the Father.
Summary
T h e Jews openly express their repugnance t
He, in turn, explains the real meaning behind His figurative
discourse of eating His flesh. The words of Jesus are to be
assimilated unto life-not His literal flesh. All of this serves
to emphasize the fact that only the spiritually-minded (those
drawn by the Father) can come to Jesus.
Comment
T h e Greek word translated “hard” is sklmos, and does not
mean “hard to understand,” but “hard to accept, intolerable,
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exacting.” It was not that this multitude of Galilean disciples
had failed to understand the implications of Jesus’ words, They
were murmuring aiid protesting because they did understand
Ilini to a certain degree. They uiiderstood Hini to be saying,
tlirougliout the discourse, that H e was the Messiah, and 1 3 s
kingdom was oiie of the Spirit, o i self surrender atid obedieiice
to God’s Word. They were disgusted with Him because H e said,
in essence, “tlie ltingdoiii of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace aiid joy iii the Holy Spirit” (cf. Rom.
14:17).
W e quote here some excellent comments by Barclay in his
Daily Study Bible, The Gospel of Jolzgi, Voluiiie 1, page 234.
“Ilere we come upoii a truth that re-emerges in every
age. Time aiid again it is nQt the iiitellectual difficulty of
accepting Christ which keeps iiieii f roni becoiiiiiig Christians ;
it is the height of Christ’s moral deiiiaiid , . . T h e real difficulty of Christianity is two-fold. I t demaiids an act of
surreiider to Christ, an acceptance of Hini as tlie final
authority ; aiid it demands a moral standard wherein oiily
the pure in heart may see God . . . Tlie disciples were well
aware that Jesus had claimed to be the very life and mind
of God collie down to earth; their difficulty was to accept
that that was true, with all the implications which are in it,
And to this day many a man’s refusal of Christ conies, not
because Christ puzzles and baffles his intellect, but because
Christ challenges and condemns his life.”
Some comiiieiitators fiiid in verse 62 a promise of Jesus
inteiided to clarify His claims and teachings. In other words,
when H e is resurrected and ascended, then these disciples will
have a guarantee of all His claiiiis to be the Bread out of
Heaven, a i d an explanation of all His teachings concerning
eating and drinking His flesh aiid blood. Tlie context, however,
seetiis to indicate otherwise. They have taken offence at His
presentation of Hiniself as having descended out of Heaven, atid
that He is the Dread of life which must be eaten. “What then
will be your reaction,” says Jesus, “if you see and be taught
that the Son of iiim ascends to heaven where He was before?”
W e know very well what their reaction was. They stumbled,
took offence aiid hardened their hearts (cf. Acts 7 :55-58).
Verse 63 is the k e y to this entire discourse on the Bread of
Life. W e present here two great coiiinientators’ paraphrases of
this passage :
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Albert Barnes: “My doctrine is spiritual; it is fitted to
quicken and nourish the soul, It is from heaven. Your
doctrine or your views are earthly, and may be called flesh,
or fleshly, as pertaining only to the support of the body.
You place a great value on the doctrine that Moses fed the
body; yet that did not permanently profit, for your fathers
are dead. You seek also food from me, but your views are
gross and earthly.”
William Hendriksen : “My flesh as such cannot benefit you ;
stop thinking that I was asking you literally to eat my body
or literally to drink my blood. I t is my spirit, my person, in
the act of giving my body to be broken and my blood to be
shed, that bestows and sustains life, even everlasting life.”
T h e more one reads this entire passage, the more he begins
to see that these disciples said one thing and thought another.
It seems almost certain that they did not really believe Jesus
to mean literal eating and drinking flesh and blood. This was
a Hebrew way of saying “abiding in the words and commands
of another” long before Christ said it here. They knew what
Jesus meant. When they expressed horror (v. 52) at eating
His flesh, it probably was a clever dodge of the real issue.
One thing is certain. Jesus makes the meaning of His entire
discourse plain enough in verse 63 that “he who runs may read.’’
T h e entire body of doctrine of Christ is the source of life
eternal.
a. His words shall judge us (Jn. 12:48).
b. His commandment is life eternal (Jn. 12 :50).
c. His word is able to build up and give an inheritance
among the saints (Acts 20 :32).
d. His word is able t o save our souls (Jas. 1 :21),
e. His word gives us a new birth ( I Pet. 1 :22-23).
T h e passage in Romans 8:l-17 offers itself as an excellent
coninientary of Jesus’ words in verse 63. The summation of
this passage in Romans can be made by quoting just two verses:
“for if ye live after the flesh, ye must die ; but if by the Spirit ye
put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. ,For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons‘ of God,” (Rom.
8:13-14). W e are led by the Spirit, of course, when we are led
by the words of Christ and the apostles.
F o r Jesus’ power to read the hearts and minds of men, see our
comments on 2:23-25. This power is expressed again here in
verse 64.
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Aiid in verse 65 Jesus again expresses tlie fact, as H e has
before in this same discourse (v. 37, 44) that iiieii caniiot come
to Him unless they are spiritually drawn by tlie Father and by
subinissioii of their own wills (cf. our coinnients on vs. 37,
atid 44).

Quiz
1. What did tlie disciples ineaii by saying, "This is a lzard saying,
Who can hear it ?"
2, What is tlie niajor barrier for most people to overcome before
a c c q d n g Christ ? Is it intellectual ?
3. Did the Jews take offeiice at the teaching of the Ascension of
Christ ? Give a Scriptural exainple.
4, What is so outstanding aboutlverse 63 in this discourse ?
5. Give at least three Scriptural references to show that the
Word of God is tlie way to Life.
6. What connection does Romans 8 :1-17 have with John 6 :63 ?
7. Does verse 63 show the falseness of Transubstantiation and
Sacramentalism ? How ?

THE T W E L V E - THEIR FINEST HOUR

Text 6 ;66-71
66 Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no
more with him.
67 Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, Would ye also go
away?
68 Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall w e go? thou
has the words of eternal life.
69 And we have believed and know t h a t thou a r t t h e Holy One
of God.
70 Jesus answered them, Did not I choose you the twelve, and
one of you is a devil?
71 Now he spalre of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, f o r he i t
was t h a t should betray him, being one of the twelve.

Queries
a. Why did Jesus question the twelve?

b. What is the sigiiificaiice of Peter's answer ?
c. Why does Jesus inention the betrayer ?
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Paraphrase
On account of this, many of His disciples left Him and returned to their former way of living and thinking. Then Jesus
said to the twelve, You do not also wish to leave Me, do you?
But Simon Peter, answering for the group, said, Lord, to whom
shall we g o ? You alone have the words which lead unto eternal
life. And we have learned to believe and have come to know that
You are the Holy One of God. And Jesus answered them, Did I
not expressly choose you as the Twelve? And yet, I know that
one of you is a minister of the devil. H e was speaking of Judas,
son of Simon Iscariot, for this Judas was about to betray Him,
even though he was one of the Twelve.
Summary
This is the “moment of truth” for the Twelve. The superficial disciples have been tried, and have judged themselves unfit
for His kingdom. However, for the Twelve (excluding Judas),
this is their “finest hour.”
Comment
Most of the scholars agree that the phrase “After this”
introducing verse 66, is a phrase which shows result as well as
passage of time. The preceding discourse was not easily tolerated
by the multitudes, and a further result of the sermon on the Bread
of Life was the defection of many of His Galilean disciples.
These “many disciples” were both “fair-weather friends,” and
disciples of Jesus. They followed Him as long as they thought
H e was going to give them bread on their tables. But a t the
first intimation of the spiritual and moral food - the cross and
self-surrender o n their part - they turned their backs on Jesus.
T h e inference of the original language here helps us to interpret
their actions even more fully. They not only ceased following
Jesus, but they ‘(gave up what they had
. , . reoccupied thel’r old places.” Before,
had called Him
Rabbi and Lord (cf. 6:25, 34), but now th
as unfit to listen to, They had attached t
wagon”-they
had put their hands to
counting the cost. Now, having turned back, they judged themselves unfit for the kingdom of God (cf. Lk. 6:62). The very
same attitude prevails today. There are far too many today who,
having started with Jesus, have failed to count the cost and are
now inactive church-members. (cf, Lk. 14 :25-35).
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Then the Lord challenges I-Iis chosen Twelve in a most direct
manner. What a test this iiiust have been for tlieni I U p to this
iiioiiieiit Jesus u7as the “Man of the hour” in Galilee. T o be one
of 13s persoiially-chosen inner-circle was to enjoy a certain
amount of prestige in Galilee. To be one of the Twelve, and to
see the great popularity of its leader was to have great expectations, But now tlie Man of Galilee is losing I-Iis followiiig and
His prestige at one crucial iiiomeiit when thousands are turning
disgustedly away.
What Were the eniotions of the Twelve - fear, hate, disgust
and shame ? Were they also 011 tlie verge of deserting the Lord ?
Iiideed iiot ! Peter, probably because of his age and personality,
spealts for the Twelve a classic confession full of faith aiid
devotion to Jesus, Although undoubtedly puzzled aiid distressed
by the iiiysterious words of Jesus, Peter is coiiviiiced that Jesus
alone has the words leading unto eteriial life. We quote here
Professor R. C. Foster’s cotiiiiients on verses 68 aiid 69 :
“When we meet things in Scripture irreconcilable with
our reason, what should be our coiiclusioii ? Peter has suninied up the true attitude of tlie Christian. God has not proiiiised to satisfy our curiosity or all our iiitellectual problems, but
H e rather demaiids that we walk by faith when we cannot
see the way, W e should use our reason and all intellectual
gifts in endeavoring to understand, but we slio~ildiiot desert
Christ because we find difficulties. If we cast aside the Bible
just where is the Book of God t o be found that will lead us
to eternal life?”
Tlie perfect tenses of the verbs “have believed” and “have
come to li1io\v” show that Peter’s answer was one of an understanding born of a clear perception . . , through progressive
experience. W e must know the Lord before we can believe Him.
Faith is not born of emotion. We must have knowledge of His
life, His c l a i m , and the evidence by which H e establishes the
validity of His claims. We iiiust then weigh this evidence and
nialce a decision as to whether we shall trust Him or reject Him.
This does iiot mean, however, that we are to reject Jesus aiid
His words when we cannot understand every thing He says. As
with the Twelve, we have niore than sufficient evidence to prove
Jesus’ identity as tlie Son of God. Tlie confession of Peter as
compared with the rejection by the multitude emphasizes further
the axiom that rejection of Christ is generally on moral grounds
aiid not intellectual.

6 :70-71
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Peter’s iiiipulsiveness and over-confidence, shown by his instantaneous confession on behalf of the whole company, receives
a check by Jesus as it does at other times. The Lord cautions
him here, as in Matt. 16:23, John 20:15-22; Mark 1429-30, not
to be too confident, for one of the Twelve did not share his faith
and trust.
T h e question is always raised, in connection with verses 70
and 71 : “If Jesus knew Judas would betray Him, why did He
choose him?” W e can only answer, “It was within God’s Infinite
wisdom, will and plan for the redemption of the world.” More
than that, we can only speculate. One thing is certain: God did
not compel Judas to betray Christ. Jesus tried repeatedly to turn
J U C ~ Sfrom his evil scheme by warning him that H e was aware
of his intentions.
Judas is carefully described here as the son of Simon, called
Iscariot (a man of Kerioth) probably an area of Judah (cf.
Josh. 15 :25). This distinguishes him from the other Judas, also
one of the Twelve.
Thus this Sixth Chapter has been fitly called “The Great
Galilean Crisis” for here the great multitudes of Galilean dfsciples
come to the moment of truth, and fail the test. On the other hand,
for the chosen apostles (except Judas), this is their finest hour.
They are also put into the crucible, but come out purified. This
is the turning point in Jesus’ public ministry. Henceforth H e will
(except for occasional emotional outbursts such as at the Triumphal Entry) be unpopular, criticized, and hunted like an animal throughout all Jttdea.

Quiz
1. What caused the many disciples to desert Jesus?
2. W h y would this be such a big test for the Twelve?
3. H o w should we react to sayings of Jesus which are difficult
to understand?
4. What brought Peter to say, “we have come t o know”?
5. H o w was Peter’s display of overconfidence checked by Jesus
here ?
6. W h y is John 6 entitled, “The Great Galilean Crisis”?
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EXPOSITORY SERMON NO. 6
THE BREAD OF LIFE

Introduction
I P E R I O D OF G R E A T P O P U L A R I T Y
A. Climax of Great Galilean ministry
1. Great multitudes followed Hiin.
a. Visualize the great excitement to catch full nieaning of this chapter,
I1 JESUS’ COMPASSION
A. His compassion not because of their hunger, but because
“they were as sheep not having a shepherd,”

Discussion
I THEMIRACLE
A. Describe.
B. Teaching aspect of the miracle
1, Passover near - God’s sacrificial l a m b s w o u l d be
eaten.
2. What the bread of the miracle was to their bodies,
His atoning death (His flesh and blood) would be
to their souls.
3. The spiritually minded would learn of His deity and
Messiahship.
4, The carnally minded would be satisfied with having
been filled with the physical food.
C. The miracle was used by Jesus to sift 13s disciples,
1. Could not allow this tnultitude to continue to follow
Him without their knowing the real nature of His
Kingdom . . this would be under false pretenses.
2. Gospel still sifts today!
a. It is still a spiritual kingdom.
b. I t still costs, and deinaiids that ineinbers count
the cost.
c, There is no proiiiise of physical peace or prosperity for meti merely b e c a u s e t h e y b e c o m e
Cliristiaiis.
D. Result of the Miracle
1. They seek to force Hiiii to be their physical king.
2. Jesus expected certain results :
I
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a. Thoughts of their own hearts needed revealing.
b. They sought Him, not because of the signs of His
Messiahship and deity, but because they had
eaten of the loaves and were filled.
3. Application :
W E NEED T O ASK O U R S E L V E S THIS QUEST I O N : W H Y DO I F O L L O W C H R I S T ? I t is
because of family tradition, because it is the line of
least resistance, because of reputation, because of
worldly advantage ?
[I T H E S E R M O N
A. Jesus introduces by saying:
1. “You are seeking the wrong things -set your hearts
on the spiritual things.”
2. The multitudes say, “How . . . What must we do
that we may work the works of God?”
3. Jesus answers, “Believe on Me.”
a. Jesus Himself taught that faith and works are
one and the same . . . we are saved by works as
well as by faith
b. Believing is working
B. The true Bread of Life is :
1. Jesus . the Person
2. His atoning death and justifying resurrection is the
food for our spiritual life.
3. The Jews may have thought Jesus spoke of His
literal flesh
B U T JESUS I N T E R P R E T S HIS W H O L E DISC O U R S E BY SAYING . . . “THE W O R D S
T H A T I H A V E S P O K E N U N T O YOU, T H E Y
A R E S P I R I T A N D T H E Y A R E LIFE . . .”
L E T US A L L O W J E S U S T O I N T E R P R E T H I S
OWN SERMON!
C. T h e T r u e Bread of Life :
1. Gives life to the souls of men.
D. How do we eat this Bread?
1. Believe -trust - obey Jesus
2. There are too many “runt” Christians, stunted because they have stopped eating , . . “faith cometh
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”
T H O U S A N D S OF BABES I N C H R I S T A R E
D Y I N G OF S P I R I T U A L M A L N U T R I T I O N
I

.
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3, Then there are thousands more dying because they
have been fed P O I S O N E D B R E A D O F LIFE!
a. A M A N W H O F E E D S P O I S O N E D F O O D
T O P E O P L E I S A C R I M I N A L . . , SO F A L S E
P R E A C H E R S A N D T E A C H E R S ARE
G U I L T Y OF S P I R I T U A L M U R D E R
b. Pharisees compassed land aiid sea to iiialte oiie
proselyte , . but then they iiiade hiiii twofold
inore a son of Hell by their false doctrines,

.

III THE S I F T I N G
A. Multitudes really kiiew what Jesus iiieaiit when H e said,
“Except ye eat iiiy flesh aiid drink my blood . . .”
1, Their rejection of Hiiii was moral . . . iiot intellectual.
2, They wanted to dodge the issue by saying “How can
we eat this Mali’s flesh ?”
a. THE SAYING WAS N O T H A R D T O U N D E R S T A N D , GUT I N T O L E R A B L E T O
T H E I R CARNAL M I N D S .
b. J E S U S W O U L D N O T B E N D T O T H E I R
W I S H E S TO BE M A D E A T E M P O R A L
ICING, A N D T H E Y LEFT H I M T O GO
BACK T O T H E I R O L D W A Y S . . .
3. Most of the rejection of Christ today is M O R A L ,
aiid not I N T E L L E C T U A L .
a. It is not that iiieii and woiiieii of Aiiierica do iiot
know about Christ a i d what they ought to do.
b. T H E Y J U S T DO N O T W A N T TO FORS A K E THE W A Y S OF S I N !
I3. THIS W A S A GREAT TEST F O R THE T W E L V E .
1. This is their fiiiest hour
2. Even though confused about the lciiigdoiii, their basic
desire was to ltiiow the words leading to eteriial life.
3, They passed this test of sifting because:
a. They were sincere in their coiivictioii that oiily
Jesus had the words of Life
b. They saw clearly that there were oiily two alteriiatives , , . accept Jesus a i d have the words of
life, or reject Hiiii aiid die spiritually.
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C. Their confidence in Jesus was :
1. Possible because of their intimate association with
Him and hearing and obeying His teaching.
2. One cannot trust a stranger with such confidence
3. Their confession was a result of “having come to
k n o w . , ,”
W E CANNOT T R U S T J E S U S T O D A Y U N LESS W E H A V E A N I N T I M A T E ASSOCIAT I O N W I T H H I M BY STUDY, O B E D I E N C E
PRAYER A N D LABOR I N T H E KINGDOM

Conclusion
I W H O L E M A T T E R O F E T E R N A L L I F E IS I N F E E D I N G O N THE BREAD OF LIFE.
T H I S IS D O N E BY “ABIDING I N H I M , . ,” CONT I NU ALLY,
I1 M U S T N O T F E E D U P O N P O I S O N E D BREAD OF

LIFE.
A. THE MESSAGE O F ALL R E L I G I O U S S E C T S
M U S T B E T E S T E D A N D ANALYZED.
T H E Y M U S T BE C O M P A R E D W I T H THE
D I V I N E STANDARD A N D F O R M U L A AS R E VEALED IN T H E N E W TESTAMENT.
I11 F O O D , U N L E S S ASSIMILATED DOES N O GOOD.
W E MAY COME T O CHURCH 50 Y E A R S W I T H
PERFECT A T T E N D A N C E , B U T U N L E S S THE
G O S P E L G E T S D O W N I N S I D E A N D BECOMES A
P A R T O F OUR S P I R I T U A L BLOOD STREAM, W E
S H A L L D I E O F RITUALISM, HYPOCRISY, ETC.

EXAMINATION -CHAPTERS 4, 5 , and 6
Here are the questions-You
in the Scriptures.

supply the answers as stated

1. Q. “HOWis it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who
am a Samaritan woman ?”
A.

2.

Q, “Hath

any man brought him aught to eat?”

A.

3.

Q. “Wouldest

thou be made whole?’’

A.
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4,

9,

“Whence are we to buy bread, that these may eat?”

A,

5. Q < “What must we do, that we may work the works of
God?”

A,
6, Q. “Would ye also go away?”

A,
True OY False?
1. The Saiiiaritaii woiiiaii at the well was married.
2, The woiiiaii, having coiiie nearly two miles to get water, left
her waterpot and returned to the city.
3, The sower is always sure of reaping from his own labors.
4, The noblemati was required to liave faith before Jesus would
heal his soli.
5, The iiiaii at the pool of Uetliesda was healed on the sabbath.
6. hiiyoiie not worshipping Jesus as the Son of God does not
worship God,
7, The Jews never searched the Scriptures.
8. The Sea of Galilee has four other iiaiiies,
9. Jesus interprets His own discourse on the Bread of Life.
10. Jesus always h e w that Judas Iscariot would betray Him.
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Can You watch these bortions of Scribture?
1. “But the hour cometh, and * a. but fbr t h g food which
now is, when the true worabideth unto eternal life,”
shippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and truth:
2. “Say not ye, There are yet b. if another shall come in
f o u r months, and then
his *own name, him ye will
receive.”
cometh the harvest ?
3. “The hour cometh, and now c. and shall come forth ; they
that have done good; unis when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God ;
to the resurrection of life;
and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection
of judgment.’’
4. “Marvel not at this: for the d. except it be given unto him
of the Father.”
hour cometh, in which all
that are in the tombs shall
hear his voice;
5. “Work not f o r t h e f o o d e. t h e w o r d s t h a t I h a v e
spoken unto you are spirit,
which perisheth,
and are life.”
6. “Except ye eat the flesh of f . ye have not life in pourselves.”
the Son of man and drirtk
his blood,
7. “I am come in my Father’s g. for such doth the Father
seek to be his worshipname, and ye receive me
pers.”
not :
8. “It is the spirit that giveth h. behold, I say unto you,
L i f t up y o u r eyes, and
l i f e ; t h e flesh p r o f i t e t h
look on the fields, that they
nothing :
are white a l r e a d y u n t o
harvest.”
9. “No man come to me,
1. and they that hear shall
live.”
10. “For this cause have I said j. except the Father that sent
unto you, that no man can
me draw him: and I will
come unto me,
raise him up in the last
day.”
k. God is a spirit: and they
that w o r s h i p h i m must
w o r s h i p in s p i r i t a n d
truth.”
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Mdtifile Choice
(Choose the answer which is most nearly correct)
1. “When tlic Lord h e w that the Pharisees had heard that I l e
was iiialtiiig and baptizing more disciples than John, 13e , , .’’
a, left Judea and went into Galilee
b. left and went into Judea
c, stopped making and baptizing disciples
2. The niouiitain upon which the Samaritans worshipped was :
a. Mt. Gerizim
b. Mt, Gislion
c. Mt. Gilgal
3, If Jesus was in Samaria “four months before harvest,” H e
was there in the month of :
a. April o r May
b. December or January
c. September or October
4. The man a t the pool of Bethesda had been lame for :
a. Thirty-eight years
b. Forty-eight years
c. Thirty-eight months
5 . The great sermon in John, the fifth chapter, is called :
a , The Sermon on the Resurrection
b. The Sermon on the Bread of Life
c. The Sermon on Deity
6. The Gospel of Luke tells us that the feeding of the five
thousand took place near the city of :
a, Bethesda
b. Bethlehem
c. Bethsaida
7. The lad brought to Jesus by Andrew had with him:
a. five fishes and two loaves
b. five loaves and five fishes
c. five loaves and two fishes
8. The Sermon on the Bread of Life was delivered :
a. In a synagogue in Caperiiautii
b. On the shores of the Sea of Galilee
c. O n a mountain near Bethsaida Julias
9. Jesus interpreted His own Sermon on the Bread of Life a s :
a. His literal flesh and blood
b. The Lord’s Supper (coninitinion service)
c. Abiding in His words which a r e spirit and are life
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NO. 4-LATER G A L I L E A N MINISTRY
THIRD YEAR
Bethsoido Julius-walks on water of Seas t i l l s tempest, Mt. 14; Mk. 6; Jn. 6
Plain of Genesoret-many miracles, Mt. 14;
Mk. 6
Capernaum-Sermon on Bread of Life-questions on washings, MI. 15; Mk. 7; Jn. 6
Phoenicio-Retires-heals Sy r o -Phonecion
woman's daughter, hit. 15; Mk. 7
Decapolis-preaches and heals, Mt. 15; Mk. 7
NeorSea of Galilee-feeding o f 4000, MI. 15;

MAP

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Mk. 8
7. Magodan-Jews demand sign-no sign given
but of Jonah, Mt. 15; Mk. 8
8. Crossing Sea-wornsagoinst leoven of Jewish
leaders, Mt. 16; Mk. 8
9. Coesorea Philippi-Jesus's identity, Peter's
confession, JesuspredictsHis death, MI. 16;
ILL.. 9.
.Mk
..... RI-, -.
0. High Mountain (Hemon?)-The Transfigurotion, MI. 17; Mk. 9; Lk. 9
1. Heals eDileDtic boy. Mt. 17: Mk. 9:.~L k . 9
2. Capernourn-Peter R iemple tax, Mi. 17; Discussionos to who i s greatest, MI. 18; Mk. 9;
Lk. 9
Unknown miracle worker, Mk. 9; Lk. 9; Discussion of stumbling blocks, forgiveness;
Mt. 18; Mk. 9; Advice of H i s brethren, Jn. 7
3. Somoria-on way to Feast o f Tabernacles.
Samaritons reject Jesus-Sons of Thunder
would coII down fire from heaven, Lk. 9
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